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ABSTRACT

Gusti Hardyanova Siregar (1402050022), Improving The Students’ reading
Comprehension acheivement  through Question Answer Relationship
strategy, Skripsi, Faculty Training and Education, Uversity of
Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara

This research is aimed to improv the student’ reading comprehension achievement
through Question Answer Relationship (QAR) strategy at ten grade students SMK
Swasta Tarbiyah Islamiyahz. This study was conducted by using classroom action
research (CAR), which carried out through four step, they are palnning,action,
observation and reflection. The subject of this study was student class X of smk
swasts tarbiyah islamiyah,Medan in academic year 2017/2018.Consist of 39
student. The technique of analyzing the data were taken from,oral test.The
qualitative data were taken from mean of pre-test was 55.8, the mean of post-test
| was 67.6, and the mean of post-test Il was 75.3 from the data, the reasearch can
conclude that the students’ was improvement of the students’ reading skills has
been improve by using QAR stratregy.Based on the qulitative data that taken from
observation sheet and diary note.The result of observation in class and diary note
by observer. Students was more courageous and confident in reading English, this
can be seen from student participations in classroom,students’ involvement in
conversation and student performance.It was found that the teaching reading by
using peer-interaction strategy could increase thw students’ achievement.lt is
suggested that English teacher apply this strategy as one of alternative in teaching
of reading.

Key word reading, QAR starategy.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Reading is an essential skill for every people no matter who they are. It is one of
they ways to earn much knowledge and information. In addition, reading also be an
essential activity because through reading the reader can communicative with an author, by
using his or her ability in understanding a reader can understand and acquire the
information that written by the author whithout meeting directly with the author. In the
learning English, there are four major skill which should be achieved by learnesr, namely
listening, speaking, writing and reading. One of those four skills which is very important
skill be taugh to the students is reading. Because through readingcthey can get information
from the text that can increase their knowledge.

Reading is one of the important skills in academic field beside listening, speaking,
reading and writing. As Grabe and stoller (2002:9) state that reading is ability to draw
meaning from the printed page and interpret this information appropriately. Reading is
needed to get the information or main idea from what the reader has read. The reader uses
knowledge, skills, and strategies to determine what the text meaning is. So, reading is the
important way in getting much information from the text.

Students do not only read the text, but also understand the information from the
reading text. In reading, the students are expected to be knowledgeable and familiar with
what the teacher has explained in the context, whereas in comprehension the students are
expected to have more skills rather than to explain individual text or passage after

comprehending them. The purpose of reading comprehension is to get some skill in



understanding the text. Reading comprehension involves the students’ ability to find some
information in reading text of English.

Teaching reading at school is aimed at improving studentns’ reading ability to
comprehend reading text. The aim of teaching reading is to develope the students’ reading
skill so students’ can read English text efeciently and effectively. Most of students’ feel
that reading is very difficult work because they don’t understand correcly how to
comprehend a reading material. Comprehension is one of the most important element to
understand a reading text. It requires a finely tuned estimate of the parameters of the topic
that the author had in main as well as an interpretation of the author intended expression
about the topic.

Based on the writers experience in teaching practice field (PPLT 2017) in junior
high school, manu students’ were fifficult to comprehend reading text after they had read.
It was caused that they do not have many vocabularies so they feel difficult to understand
the text, to read and to recognize the new words. The only read the text word by word
without comprehend. However, based on the writer investigation, it was found out that
students’ get various difficulties in reading. They couldn’t graps the main idea and answer
the questions correctly, because the teacher just ask them to read, translate the English text
to Indonesia and then answer the question individually about the text without use the
appropriate method, technique or strategy teaching reading. Thie condition make them do

not interest and get bored in comprehending the reading text.



Beside that, based on the result of inter program for international students
Assement (PISA) in 2009 conclude that Indonesia is ranked 57 of 65 nations surveyed. In
this case indicates that students in indonesia have low achievement in reading. It is
important to know how to make them easier, grasp the main idea can answer the question
correctly. Therefore, to overcome problem above, the teacher should consider the most
effective and creative teaching strategy to improve the students comprehension in eading
the text. It is realized that it needs a which can motivate the students to read.

The Question Answer Relationship (QAR) is the strategy which was applied to
improve students’ achievement in reading comprehension. By applying this strategy the
students was interested in reading, easy to be learnt and easy to be understood or
comprehend the reading text.

As Hambree (2008) says in http:/voices.yahoo.com/gar-specific-reading-strategy-

the-2310930.html 1?cat=4 Question Answer Relationship (QAR) strategy is a strategy that

realtes question whit the text, using the reader’s background knowledge or direct context
clues and information include in the tex being red.The cause which is difficult to
comprehend reading text for students’ because the teacher never employing students’
background knowledge correctly. So that CAR strategy used to improve students’
achievement in reading comprehension. They can answer questions which are given by the
teacher about the text and relate what are they have in their mind based on the background

of their knowledge and the content of the text.



From the explanation above, this strategy is designed to conduct out the research to
prove whether Question Answer Relationship strategy can improve students’ achievement

comprehension.

B. The Identification of The Study
Based on the background of the study, there are many problems faced by
students in learning English. One of my problem is the ability to graps the information
form a text and authentic text. The problems of this study is formulated as the
following : “is the students’ achievement in reading comprehension improved if it is

trauogh Question Answer Relationship strategy ?”

C. The Scope and limitation of the study
This study focuses on improving students’ achievement in reading
comprehension through Question Answer Relationship strategy. The limitation of the
study is only to find out whether the application of Question Answer Relationship

strategy is effective to improve students’ achievement in reading comprehension.

D. The Formulation of the Problem
In relation to the problem mention above, the objective of the study to find out
the improvement the use of Quection Answer Relationship strategy is effective to

improve students’ achievement in reading comprehension.



E. The Significance of the Study

The significance of this study is theoretically and practicially to be useful for :

1. The English teacher who teach reading particularly those who want to improve
their students’ achievement in reading comprehension through Question Answer
Relationship strategy.

2. The students’ know how to comprehend a text through Question Answer
Relationship strategi which can improve their achievement in reading
comprehension.

3. The readers who are interested in conducting further study related the
improvement of reading comprehension through Question Answer Relationship

strategy.



CHAPTER I

REVIEW OF LITERATURE

A. Theoretical Framework
The researcher of this researche explains materials, which is aimed at giving
some clarification of the learns used in this study. They learns are defined in order to
avoid misunderstanding that might occur in the process of getting a better insight of
the discussion of the study. Theoretical framework of this research will be presented

and disccused at the following.

1. Reading

Reading is one of the most important skills in learning language besides
listening, speaking, and writing. Grabe and Stoler (2002:9) state that reading is the
ability to draw meaning from the print page and interpret this information
appropriately. Reading is getting meaning from the printed page or bringing
meaning in to it. In this case, getting the meaning from the printed page is to find
out a number of ideas from a reading text.

According to Triwari (2002:4) reading is an interactive process that goes on
between and the test resulting comprehension. The text present letters, words,
sentences and paragraph that encode meaning .

Many of student’s do not actually understand about the definition of
reading,they only know that reading id the act when thy are saying the words and
the sentences orally or silently. They do not know that the purpose of reading is to

exchange the ideas maybe the information between the writer and readers



(themselves).The product of reading is the communication of thoughts and

emotions by the writer to the reader.

. The Purposes Of Reading

As one of the skills, reading is purposeful the essential purpose of all
reading generally to get new information and for pleasure before reading a text, the
readers or students must determine in their reading. Grabe and stoler (2002:13)

state that there are of reading.

Reading to search for simple for information and reading to skim

Reading to search for simple information is common reading ability though
some researchers see it as a relatively independent cognitive process.In reading to
search, we typically scan the text for a specific piece of information or a specific
word similarly reading to skim is common part of many reading tasks and useful
skills in its town right. It involves in essence a combination of strategies for
guessing where information might be in a text and the using basic reading

comprehension skills in those segment of text until a general ideas formed.

Reading To Learn From Texts
Reading to learn typically occurs in academic and professional context in

which a person needs to learn a considerable amount of information from a text.



3. Reading To Integrate Information, Write and Critique text
Reading to integrate information requires additional decision about the
relative importance of complementary, mutually supporting or conflicting
information and the likely restructuring of rhetorical frame to accommodate
information from multipe sources. These skill inevitably require critical evaluation
of the information to integrate it for the readers’ goal. In this respect, both reading
to write and reading to require abilities to compase, select and critique information

from a text.

4. Reading for general comprehension
Reading for general comprehension when accomplished by a skilled fluent
reader, requires very rapid and autematic processing of words, strong skills in
forming a general meaning representation of main ideas, and efficient coordination

of many processes under very limited time constraints.

Based on the explanation above, the parpose of reading comprehension that
choose in reading for general comprehension because it is related to the strategy

that is applied by the researcher.

b. Reading Comprehension
Grabe and Stoler (2008:8) define reading comprehension is an extraordinary
feat of blancing and coordinating many ability in a very complex and rapid set of

routines that makes comprehension a seemingly and enjoyable activity for fluent



reader. In a simple way Godman (1996) In Otto (1979:151) defines reading
comprehension as ‘interaction between thought and language.’

Reading comprehension as the process of simultaneously extracting and
constructing to emphasize both the importance and insufficiency of the text as the
determine of reading comprehension.

In conclusion, reading comprehension is an interaction between thought and

language to get the or comprehend a text.

c. Levels of Comprehension
A god reader must have good comprehension skill. It is also expected that a
good reader must be able to read at all levels of comprehension. In this case, levels
mean different depts. Of understanding different analysis of what is meant. In other
words, the good reader will be expected to read at different level comprehension.
Burns (1994:177) says that there are levels of reading comprehension., they are :
1. Literal comprehension
Literal comprehension refers to ability to understand what is stated by
the writer or taking the ideas and facts that is directly stated on the printed
page. Teh raeder could easy go back in the underline the information desired.
The literal level is the easiest level of reading comprehension because a reader
is not acquired to go beyond what the author actually said.
Is the level the raeders know the words the meaning, able to paraphrase

or recall of details directly in own words.
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Inferential Comprehension

Inferential comprehension refers to the ability to go beyond what is stated
directly to understand what the writer means bu looking for the inside meaning.
It can be said that inferential comprehension is the ability to get inference or
implied meaning from the text. Skills for the inferential comprehension inculde
inferring unstated main ideas, cause-effect relationship, references of pronouns
and adverbs, admitted words, identifying words, author purpose, predicting,
ending and drawing conclusion. The inferential level is more difficult than the
former type because the raeder must either understand the text will enough or
depend lesson the author and more on personal insight.

Critical Comprehension

Critical comprehension refers to ability to make analysis, evaluation,
judgments and personal reacting the ideas and information writers offers in a
passage. Component readers will measure them againts what the already know
information is reached.

Creative Comprehension

Creative comprehension refers to the ability to the use his/her imagination
when reading the passage skills for creative reader comprehension include
understanding cause-effect relationship on a story, solving problems and
producing new creation. Through crsative reading the reader creates something
new an idea, the solution to a problem, a new way of looking at something-
from the ideas gleaned from the text.Based on the explanation of the level
comprehension above, this research was offered on literal and inferential

comprehension in reading text, because this strategy expect the sudents’can
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understad the lesson, enjoy the teaching learning process, be motivated and got
good achievement in reading comprehension, biside that, the reason of the
researcher in choosing literal and inferential comprehension because the
subject of this research was the Grade VIII students’ of Junior High School, so

that they can easier in comprehension the reading text by applying these level.

2. Student Achievement in Reading Comprehension

Achievement is a process of defeloving skill or knowledge. The most common
type of achievement is a stadardized process in developing the measurable skill
and knowledge learned in a giving grade level, usually through planned
instruction, such as training or classroom instruction. According to Homby
(1995:10) achievement is a thing done successfully, especially with effort and skill
or the action or process of achieving something.

Evaluation of the students’ achievement is neceesary. Teacher must gives score to
the students’ work in order know success in teaching and students’ achievement in
learning. The goal of evaluation is not only to know the students’ achievement but
also the development and the progress of the students’. Form the previous
discussion is the level of comprehension, Literal comprehension refers to the
ability to understand what is stated by the writer or taking the ideas and facts that
is directly stated on the printed page. Inferential comprehension refers to the
ability to go beyond what is stated directly to understand what the writer means by
looking for the inside meaning.

Based on the level of comprehension that we choose by writer, the creteria of

reading narrative text are :
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a) Understanding the meaning of the text.
b) ldentifying the generic structure of the narrative text.
c) ldentify unstated purpose of the text.

Furthermore, form the creteria above the students’ was clear what the outcome of
reading narrative text, can identifying the generic structure of the narrative text and
also can answer the which was given correctly. Beside that, they were familier with
the context of narrative text, so that their reading comprehension will improve.

3. Text
According to L. Gerot and P. Wignel (1994:190-219) that genre is one of the most
important and influental concepts in language. A genre can be defined as a
culturally specific text-type which result from using language (written or spoker)
to help accomplish something.
a)  Kinds of Text
Pardiyono (2006:16) sates that there are ten kind of text (Genre), namely :
1) Narrative Text, tell word events, which can be informative or entertaining
and can be past world events or present happenings.
2) Recount Text, contains of the chronology of activities done in the past
time
3) Report Text, contains of present information presentation about a thing or
fact supported by data presentation, characteristic description and

cassification or tabulating.

4) Discussion Text, present information or opinions about a present hit
issues, which is sometimes cotroversial. Text is commonly ended with a
conclusion or recommendation based on presented data after presenting

adequate arguments for the contorversial issue.
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5) Explanation Text, explain a thing or object according to the character, the
procedurer, etc.
6) Exposition Text, contains of an argument, point, of wiews, a matter or a
cartain thing.
7) Procedure Text, contains instruction about a sequence of action or a
procedure do a thing.
8) Anecdote Text, contains a meaning or shares about a ridiculous, someful,
funny, very special, or extaordinary even.
9) Advertisiment-Persuasive Exposition Text, true to seduce, attract and
catch the reader’s eye.
10) Descriptive Text, has a function to describe a certain person, place or
thing.
In this study, narrative text will be chosen because it will be related to the
strategy that will be applied by the researcher. Based on the generic structure
and grammatical feature dominantly used, the reading text is naarative.
Narrative Text
In this research, the writer selects narrative text, joyce et.al (2001:77)
state that narrative is writing taht tells a story, narrative is a text focusing
specific participants.
The function of narrative text is to amuse, entertain and to deal with
actual or vicarious experience in different ways : narrative deals with
problematic events which lead to a crisis or turning point of some kind, which

in turn finds a resolution (Sanngan and Kisno, 2008:73). Its social function is
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to tell stroies or past events and entertaint the readers. The main purpose of
narrative is to entertaint, to gain and hold a readers’ interest. However narrative
can also be written to teach or inform, to change attitudes or social opinion e.g.
soap operas and television dramas that are used to raise topical issues.
Narrative sequence people or characters in time and palce but differ from
recounts in that through the sequencing, the storie set up one more problems,

which must eventually find a way to be resolved.

The generic sturucture of Narrative Tex (Sangan and Kisno)

Genre Social Function Generic Structure Grammatical
Features
Narrative To amuse, entertain and | e Orientation : e Focus on specific
to deal with actual or Set the scene and usually
vicarious experience in (time, place, or individualized
different ways : event) and participants.
narrative deals with introduces, o Use material
problematic events participant. process.
which lead to a crisis or | ¢ Evalution : e Use of rational
turning point of some A stepping back process and
kind, which in turn evaluates the mental process
finds a resolution plight. e Use of temporal
e Complication : conjunction, and
A crisis arisis temporal
e Resolution: circumstance
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The  crisis  is | e Use the pas tense
resolved, for better
or for problem
solving

e Re-orientation :

Optinal

4. Strategy

According to oxpord in Nunan (2003:76), strategy is not a single event, but
rather a creative sequence of events that learners actively used. The strategy wick
generally is compatible with the students’ learning style and preferences,
personalities and cultural background. Strategy is a tool for active, self-directed
involvement that is necessary for developing communicative ability.

Reading strategy is the reader ability to use a wide range variety of reading
strategis to accomplish a purpose for reading Nunan (2003:68). To achieve the
desired result students’ need to learn how to use a range of strategies that match
their purpose for reading. Reading teacher needs to design activities that
development all of the strategies needed to read a variety of texts effectively.

Reading comprehension strategy are procedures which effective readers
used to interact and understand the written text. Inereasing students’ reading

comprehension strategies is an important aspect of the school’s improvement plan.
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a. Kinds of Strategy

According to Adler (2001), there are seven strategies to teach reading

comprehension namely :

1)

2)

3)

4)

Monitoring comprehension

Students who are good at monitoring their comprehension know when they
understand what they read and when they do not. They have strategies to “fix”
problems in their understanding as the problem arise.

Metacognition

Metacognition can be defined as “thinking about thinking”. Good readers use
metacognitive strategie to think about and have control over their reading. Before
reading, the maight clarify their purpose for reading and preview the text. During
reading, they might monitor their understanding, adjusting their reading speed to
fit the difficulty of the text and “fixing” any comprehension problems they have.
After reading, they check their understanding of what they read.

Graphic and semantic organizers

Graphic organizers

Question Answer Relationship (QAR)

The Question-Answer Relationship strategy (qar) encourages students to learn
how to answer question better. Studens’ are asked to indicade whethee the
information they used to answer question about the text was textually explicit
information (information that was diretly stated in the text), textually implicit
information (information that was implied in the text), or information entirely

from the students’ own background knowledge.
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Generating Question
By generating question, students become aware of whether they can answer the
question and if they understand what they are reading. Students’ learn to ask
themselves question that require them to combine information from different
segments of text. For example, students’ can be though to ask main idea questions
that relate to important information in a text.
Recognizing Story Structure
In story structure instruction, students learn to identify the categories of content (
characters, setting, events, problem, resolution). Often, students’ learn to
recognize story structure though the use of story maps. Instruction in story
structure improve students’ comprehension.
Summarizing
Summarizing requires students to determine what is important in what they are
reading and to put it into their own words. Instruction in summarizing helps
students’.

a. Identify or generic main ideas

b. Connect the main or central ideas

c. Eliminate unnecessary information

d. Remember what they read
From the explanation abobe, the researche will try apply Question-Answer
Relationship (QAR) strategy in teaching Reading for the researche. It is caused
Question-AnswerRelationship (QAR) strategy can guide students’ through
concepts, and principles, while heightening students’ awareness or different

comprehension process.
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Question-Answer Relationship Strategy (QAR)

Question-Answer Relationship (QAR), is reading comprehension strategy
developed to clarify how students’ approach the tasks of reading texts and answering
question (Raohel 1986). QAR as a way to help students’ realize that the answer they
seek are related to the type of question that is asked; it encourages them to be
strategies about their search for answer based on an awarenes of what different types
questions look for.

According to Hambree (2008) in defines Question-Answer Relationship
(QAR) strategy is a strategy that relates question whit the text, using the readers
background knowledge or direct context clues and information included in the text
being red.

In line with Hambree, Adler says that Question-Answer Relationship strategy
(QAR) encourages stuents’ to learn how to answer question better. Students’ are asked
to indicate whether the information they used to answer question about the text was
textually explicit information (information that was directly stated in the text), or
information entirely from the students’ own background knoeledge.

Question-Answer Relationship (QAR) strategy is reading comprehension
strategy helps students’ to analyze text for information, to ask variety of question,
including those that require higher-level thinking and promote self questioning, and
help them determine when inference is required. This strategy is focused on the
relationship between guestions and answer QAR strategy is used by the teacher to hell

the students’ about the different reading behavior and though process.
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a. The levels and types of comprehension question in QAR strategy

According to Raphael (2006). The Question-Answer Relationship (QAR) strategy

divides questions into two broad categories ; “in the Book” (text-explicit)

questions and “In My Head” (text-implicit) questions.

1.

“In The Book”

In the book questions are generated directly from a reading selection. These
explicit questions fall into two subcategories, they are “Right There” questions
and “think and search” questions “Right There” questions to find found right
in the text that ask students’ to find the one right located in one place as a word
or a sentence in the passagewhereas “Think and Search” question, question
based on the recall of facis that can be found directly in the text. Answer are
found in more than one place, this requiring students’ to “Think™ and “Search”
through the passage to find the answer.

“In My Head”

In my head questions are created by the reader when confronting a text. These
questions are not explicitly found in the reading ; reather, these questions arise
as the reader engages the selections content through active thought, comparison,
evaluation, etc. These implicit questions fall into two subcategories “Author
and You” question that questions require students’ to use what they already
know, with what they have learned from reading the twxt. Students’ must
undesrstand understand the text and relati it to their prior knowledge ang
experience. Reading the text may not be helpful to them when answering this

type of questions.



The Basic QAR divisions, which can be further subdivided, as the chart follow :

In the Book

In My Head

Right There
The answer is easily found in the text.

The exact word for the questions and

asnwer are located in the same sentence.

Author and You
The answer is not in teh text. Teh reader
combines previous knowledge with text

information to create a response.

Think and Search

The answer is in teh text, but requires

On My Own

The answer is not in teh text. The reader

gathering information from different uses previous experience to respond.

places in the selection.

When the students’ can distinguish between in the book questions and in my head
questions, the teacher can refine each category further. “Right There’—questions and
“Think and Search” — questions distinctions are usually made before moving on to
teaching difference between “Author and You’—questions adn “On My Own” — questions.
Therefore, the teacher should strive in making the students’ undersatnding and how to seek
out kinds of information.

The connection of Question-Answer Relationship (QAR) Strategy with intention to
improve students’ achievement in reading comprehension on Narrative text because this
text is one of the kinds of genre which are studied this semester, this text also tells a story,
like legend, fable, fairy tale. So, the application of Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)

Strategy in Narrative text is suitable with Question-Answer Relationship (QAR) Strategy
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because this strategy use students’ background knowledge which can relate with the

raeding text given. So that they can be easier in comprehending the reading text.

b. The Purpose of Using Question-Answer Relationship (QAR) Strategy

According to Jenifer corner (2006) in the purpose of using QAR strategy are :

1. Helps students monitor their comprehension of the text.

2. Provides a purpose for reading text.

3. Allows students’ to asses their comprehension of the text.

4. Encourages elaborative and critical thinking.

5. Helps refuse teh common misconception held by students’ that the text all.
QAR strategy guides students’ through concepts, and principles, while

heightening students’ awarenoss of different comprehension process. QAR strategy

laso give the advantages that is helps students’ understand how different types of

information from the text and from their own knowledge.

c. Teaching Reading through QAR strategy

The useful of QAR strategy is a tool for conceptualizing and developing
comprehension question. QAR creates a way of thinking about types of questions
that are most appropriate for different points in guiding students’ through a text.
Questions asked pre-reading is usually on my own. They are designed to access
relevant prior knowledge. In creating questions asked during reading it is important
to balance text based ( right there and think and search) and author and me. Right
there and think and search should dominate and should build to the author and me.

Finally, post-reading questions are primary author and me and on my own.
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It was also important to reflect on the balance among different
questions types asked during each lesson. Too many right there questions can
indicate an overemphasis on facts at the expense of what students’ know. An over
abudance of think and search question can be proving frustrating. Finally teachers
should reflect on the extent to which questions are consistent get in to the habit of
thinking about the content objective of each lesson involving QAR strategy. It is
easier to monitor the links from one question to the next when a coherent concepts
has been established. Students stand a better chance of developing an awareness of
the process uderlying QAR when teacher is careful about how they ask questions
and in what logical sequence.

. The Steps of Teaching Reading through Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)
The steps of teaching reading through QAR strategy as stated by Raphael
(2006) are following but the writer will modify these steps that will be done in this
research namely :
Introduce the strategy. The teacher gives the explanation about Question-Answer
relationship strategy to the students’.
Demonstrate the strategy. Teacher giver short passages to be read, as students’
finish reading the passage, ask them one question from each category and identify
each question QAR type. Teacher gives examples that clearly distinguish between
the different types of question. Demonstrate how to determine type question type.
For in the book quetion, show students’ hoe to find the answer to the question,

demonstrate the thought processes used to answer these question.
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3. Guide students to apply the strategy. Assign more short passages to be read from
text book. Give them several questions. As a class have students’ decide the QAR
for each question and explain their reasoning.

4. Practice in small groups. Divide students’ into several groups and have then
practice using QAR strategy. At this point, have students’ read a longer text
passage. Give them several question and ask them to answer the question through
QAR strategy.

5. Discuss together. After students’ finish answer the questions, teacher and students’

discuss the answer together.

Conceptual Framework

In learning English the four basic skill should be well-mastered, especially
reading. Reading is ne of the most conplex skill in devoloping second language
fluency, because but also their competence in connecting the taxt to the social culture
context. In reading people should be able to interact with reading material. They are
not only vocalize the words but more than taht they need to process the words,
interpret them to their prior knowledge in order to get comprehension.

To make reading more active process in necessary to find out an efective
strategy in teaching reading comprehension in order to make the students’ achieve
better understanding in reading text. One of the reading strategis which are used in this
study is question-answer relationship strategy. Question-Answer Relationship startegy
is reading comprehension strategy developed to clarify how students’ approach the

task of reading text and answering questions.
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Questions-Answer Relationship strategy helps the students’ to clarify and
comprehend what they reading in the reading text and encourages students’ to learn

how to answer questions better.

The steps of reading through QAR strategy as stated by Raphael (2006) namely :

1. Introduce the strategy. The teacher gives the explanation about question-answer
relationship strategy to the students’.

2. Demonstrate the startegy. Teacher gives short passage to be read, as students’ finish
reading the passages, ask them question form each category and identify each
question QAR type. Teacher gives example that cearly distinguish between the
different types of question. Demonstrate how to determine question type. For in the
book questions, show students how to find the answer to the question, demonstrate
the thought processes used to answer these question.

3. Guide the students to apply the strategy. Assign more short passages to be read
from text book. Give them several question. As a class have students decide the
QAR for each questions and explain their morning.

4. Practice in small groups. Divide studentsinto several groups and have them practice
using QAR strategy. At this point, have students read a longer text passage. Give
them several questions and ask them to answer the questiona through QAR
strategy.

5. Discuss together. After students finish answer the questions. Teacher and students

discuss the answer together.
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Questions-Answer Relationship (QAR) strategy guides students through
concepts, and principles, while heightening students’ awareness of different
comprehension process. QAR strategy also give the advantage that was helps
students’ understand hoe different types of information from the text and from their

own knowledge.



CHAPTER 111
RESEARCH METHOD
A. Research Design

This is study will be conducted by using classroom action research. Classroom
action research is aim towards improvement. According to Eileen Ferrance (2000:1)
states that action research is a process in which participant examines their own
educational practice systematically and carefully, using the techniques research.

Action research usually incorporates selected ethnographic and case study
techniques to document and explore purposeful changes in educational practice (Peter:
2004:85). Meanwhile, Wallace (1998:18) state that classroom action research is
different from more the conventional types of research.

Classroom action research will applied in this study in order to see the
improvement of students’ achievement in reading comprehension through Question-
Answer Relationship (QAR) strategy. This action researche was applied in two cycles
by implementing the four phases for each of action research cycles, namely planning

action, observation and reflection.
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B. Objective Of The Study

The subject of this study will the Grade VIII students of SMP Swasta YWKA
Medan.The total number of students of this class were 37 students. The school is
located at Gunung Baringin. The reason for choosing this class was because the

reseracher found some students’ problem in reading.

C. Instrument Of Data Collection

In this research, the data will be collected by quantitative and qualitative data.
The quantitative data was collected through students’ scores from reading skill which

was administrated by the writer.

In quantitative research, the researcher used observation sheet, diary notes

and interview sheet that was used to collected through the data as qualitative data.

1.  Observation sheet was used to identify all the conditions that happen during the
teaching and learning process. It is expected that the require data of the writer
was achieved to be analyzed.

2.  Diary note was used to save observation result of the writer herself during the
research and it was written daily. The researcher used diary note to note all the
result of observation which contained evaluation about the class, progress of
study, material that was given.

3.  Interview sheet was used to know the feelings, problems and other conditions of
the students or to collect information about students’ attitudes, perception, and

point of view in learning English
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D. The Procedure Of Data Collection

The procedure of data collection of the study will be conducted by
administrating two cycles. Each cycle included four steps, they are planning, action,

observation and reflection.

1. The First Cycle

In this first cycle, the reseracher would observe the situational of conventional
learning process in the class sample. The students’ reading comprehension was

measured and their problems in reading comprehension was analyzed.

a. Planning

Planning is arrangement for doing something in planning. It is
considered everything that is related to the action that will be done and it is also
prepare everything that will be needed in teaching and learning process. In this
place, the researcher prepared everything that was needed in teaching learning

process, they are :

1) Preparing lesson plan for three meetings

2) Making orientation test as the instrument to know the basic students’
achievement in reading comprehension.

3) Preparing and designis text that will be used during cycle.

4) Preparing and making media that will be needed in doing the scenario of
teaching learning.

5) Preparing the instrument for collection data, such as observation sheet, diary

notes and interview sheet that will be used to know students’ reaction and
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class condition as a whole, and also to see the development that existed since.

6) Introducing the kind of researche of English teacher and this question answer
relationship (QAR) strategy that will be used in this research.
7) Making the students work in group.
8) Preparing the test of reading using Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)
strategy.
b. Action

Action is the process of doing. Action phase is the implementation of planning.

The researcher done everything before.The steps were done by the researcher

should bsed on the curriculum, and the result hoped was the improving students’

learning achievement. The collaborator involved helping the researcher and

evaluate what the researcher done in the classroom on order to make the

reflection relevant.

In this phase, everything that has been planned were done for the first eycle.

The activities were done :

1)
2)

3)

4)

Observe the situation of the classroom.

Interview the students and ask their opinion about English.

Give the orientation test to the students as the instrument to know the basics
students’ achievement in reading comprehension.

The students was taught about the Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)
strategy in reading narrative text to improve students’ achievement in reading
comprehension, the are :

a) Explain the defenition, social function, generic structure ang language
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features of narrative text.

b) Give them the explanation about Question-Answer Relationship (QAR)
strategy elearly.

c) Give chance to the students to ask unclear explanation about the QAR
strategy in Narrative text.

d) Give an example of applying QAR in narrative text.

e) The students is divided into several groups and divide them a text of
narrative then ask them to answer the questions given based on QAR
strategy.

f)  Students discuss the answer of questions together with the teacher.

5) Before this action ends, the researcher gave the test that related to the lesson
given by researcher previously.
c. Observation
Observation was done during the classroom action research was going on
by the collaborate which is using observation sheet and teacher by using diary
notes. This is purposed to find out information of action, such as students’ attitude
even the obstacles happen and the situation during the learning process, such as :
1) Students were not serious in reading narrative text which was given by the
teacher.
2) Students were difficult in reading narrative text because the lack of
vocabulary.
3) Students were noisy in teaching learning process.
4) Students listened the explanation oh the teacher.

5) Students did the task which given by the teacher.
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This observation was made in order to know whether the planned taeching
anf=d learning design has been implemented as whole or not. The data provide in

both observation sheet and diary notes where used for the reflection step.

d. Reflection

Reflection is a feedback process from the action which has been done
before. Reflection was used to the help the make decision what to do next or
revisi. From the result of observation, the problem was analyzed.

In this phase, the research reflected and improved the data. The researher
reflected and evaluated what have been done and discuss what should be
improved for the next cycle dealing with the researcher’s purpose to improve
students’ achievement in reading comprehension.

2. The Second Cycle
Based on the reflection from the first cycle, the researcher would do the

second cycle. The researcher would revised the plan appropriate to the students’
need, to the action, observe the process and reflec is result. So, by giving the school
cycle, the researcher would see the improvement the student’ achievement in
reading comprehension. The researcher used the same steps as in the first cycle in
teaching and learning process.
a. Planning

After knowing and analyzing the data in the first cycle, the second cycle is

needed to the applied to improve students’ reading comprehension the reseacher

revises her planning as follow :

1. Preparing lesson plan for three meeting.

2. Preparing and designing of text that will be used during the cycle.
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Give more motivations to the students in order to increase.

Controlling the discussion among the students when they are asked to use the
new information that related to the topic.

Redesign a procedure of teaching reading by using Question-Answer
Relationship (QAR) strategy.

Preparing test to measure the result of the study.

b. Action

Action in second cycle is the implementation of revise plan of the first

cycle. This cycle was conducted in three meetings. There are aspect and

procedure that should be change in order to improve the students’ achievement

in reading comprehension. The activities in the second cycle will describe as

follow :

1)

2)

3)

4)

Reviewing students’ achievement in the first cycle and giving some
comments, opinion and motivation to the students to do the best in the
second cycle.

Reviewing explaining the importance of reading comprehension, the
procedure of Question-Answer Relationship strategy more clearly.

Asking the students about what topic they are interest in and to share
everythink about text that given bay the researcher.

Giving the test to students as the second cycle.

c. Observation

Observation done during the classroom action research is going on by the

collaborator which was using observation sheet and the teacher by using diary

notes. The collabolator was observe the whole process of action. The
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observation done is the observation to the teacher, students, attitude and situation
during the learning process. These observation made in order to know whether
the planned teaching and learning desigh has been implemented as a whole or
not. The data provide in both observation sheet and diary notes are used for the
reflection step.
d. Reflection

After collecting the result of the students’ test, obervation sheet and diary note,
the problem will be analyzed. In this cycle, the researcher will reflected and

improved the data.

E. Technique of Data Analysis

This research applied qualitative and quantitative data. The qualitative data was
found by describing the situation during the teaching and learning process. The
qualitative data was analysis from observation sheet, interview and diary notes, and
the quantitative data was found by analyzing the score test of the students in each
cycle.

To know the development of students’ score of the score cycle, the mean of
students was computed and categorized the master students’ the percentage of students

who got up to 70 will calculated by using the following formula :

Where : X = the mean of studeent
> x = the total score

N = the total number of students
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To categorize the number master of students the researcher used this following

formula :

F
X :K x 100%

Where : P = the percentage of students who get the point 70

R = the number of the students who get the point above 70

T = the total namber of students who do the test.



CHAPTER IV

DATA AND DATA ANALYSIS

A. Data

The study was conducted by using the data and analyzed by using
quantitative data. The quantitative data was derive from the observation sheets, diary
notes and interview sheets. This study was conduction in one class which consistent of
39 students. It was accomplished in two cycle. The first cycles consisted of four step
of action research (planning, action, observation and reflection). The first cycle
including orintation test and both in three meetings. The second six meeting

altogether.

1. The Quantitative Data
The quantitative data were derive from reading text score. The reading test was
carried out within two cycles. It meant that there were there scores within two
cycles and also including one orientation test which was taken in the first
meeting. The scores of the students’ score in reading comprehension through

Question-Answer Relationship strategy wich can be seen in the following table.
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Table 4.1 The Score Of Students From Orientation Test, Reading

Test in Cycle | and Cycle 11

Students Initial Meeting | Meeting 11 Meeting 111
ARS 30 50 60
AH 30 50 85
ARW 35 50 90

AWN 45 60 80
AS 70 55 90
AA 45 75 80
AR 70 55 95
BS 70 80 90
DS 45 75 85
DD 50 50 80
DD 60 70 95
DDS 40 75 90
DS 60 50 85
DIH 50 80 80

3 60 75 80
DK 40 60 85
DF 45 70 85
FS 70 40 85
FE 40 55 95
MA 50 60 85
MA 50 80 75
MF 30 70 100

MRH 40 70 85

NAW 30 80 75
NZ 60 60 85
NIR 70 70 60
PA 55 55 80
PR 50 40 60
RA 45 55 80
RFS 70 80 95
RP 50 65 80
RL 60 55 85

SSBN 50 60 85
SL 60 80 95
VR 45 70 75
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YDTF 45 70 85
SHN 30 40 70
RTY 45 50 75
GHN 55 60 80
Total X =1945 YX = 24455 X = 3190
Mean X= 49,87 X= 62,94 X=8179

Table 4.2 The Students’ Scores For The First Until The Last Meeting

Test Students who got Percentage
70 points
Orientation test 6 students 154 %
First competence test 18 students 46.1%
Second competence test 35 students 89.7%

The data above shows that there was an improvement of students’ achievement in
reading comprehension which taught question answer relationship (QAR). The
improvement of the students’ means growing from orientation test until the second cycle

test.

2. Qualitative Data

The qualitative data were derive from observation sheet, diary note, and

interview sheet.
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a. Observation sheet

Observation sheet was used to measure the level of students’ activitas
during teaching learning process. It was focused on the situation of teaching
learning process in which question answer relationship strategy was applied,

3

students’ activates and behavior, students ° activates and behavior, students’
achievement in reading comprehension, and interaction between teacher and

students.

b. Diary Note

The diary note was written up by the researche in every meeting during
conducting the reserach. It was used to describe the rearchesr’s through and
feelings about the teaching learning process and recorder everything that happened
during teaching process including reflection and evaluation of the implementation

of Question Answer Relationship Strategy in teaching learning reading.

c. Interview Sheet

There were two sessions conducted. The first interview was done in the first
meeting and the second one was done in the end of second cycle. In the first
session, the researcher interviewed the students about their difficult in reading.
While in the second session, they were interviewed about their comments or

responds about the implementation of Question Answer Relationship Strategy.
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B. Data Analysis

1. Analysis of Quantitave Data

The students score increased from the orientation test to the second reading
comprehension competence test in cycle Il. The writer gave essay test of reading
comprehension at the students’ score first reading comprehension competence test
cycle 1 was higher that the orientation test and second reading comprehension
competence test cycle Il was higher that the first reading comprehension

competence test of cycle I.

The improvement of students’ score kept growing from the orientation test
until the second reading comprehension competence test of cycle Il and it could be

seen the following formula was applied.

- X
X= Z"—X 100%
N
Where : E: the mean of students

). x= the total score

N = the total number of the

In orrientation test, the total score students was 1945 and the number of students

was 39, so the mean was :

— 1945
X= ?X 100% = 49.87

In the first competence test, the total score of the students was 2455 and the number

of the students was 39, so the mean was :

— 2455

X=—"X100% = 62.94
39



40

In the second competence test, the total score of the students was 3240 and the

number of the student was 39, so the mean was :

— 3190
X= ?X 100% = 81.79

The mean of students’ score in the second competence test was the highest, so it
could be said that the students’ reading comprehension through question answer
relationship strategy increased from 49.87 to 81.79. the number of master students

was calculated by applying the following formula :

R
P =—X 100%
T

Where :

P = the percentage of students who get the point 70

R = the number of students who get the point above 70
T = the number of student who do the test

The improvement of students’ reading comprehension reading comprehension was
also shown in the percentage of the students who got point 70. This percentage

gwas calculated by applying the following formula :
6

P1 =—X 100% = 15.4%
39
18

P2 = EX 100% = 46.1%

35
P3= EX 100% = 89.7%

The result showed the improvement of the students’ score form the orientation test

to the scored competence test. The orientation test only 15.4% (six students)



41

Who got 70 point. The first competence test was 46.1% (eighteen students) who got

70 points.In means there was improvement about 30.7%.

In second competence test 89.7% (thirty five students) who got 70 points. The
improvement was 43.6%. It was only five students who did not get good point but
their score improved from orientation test to the second cometence test. It can be
concluded that Question Answer Relationship strategy could improve students’

achievement i reading comprehension.

. Analysis Of Qualitative Data

a. Observation sheet

Based on the observation sheet, the writer could manage the
classroom effectively. The writer gave enough chance for the students asking
their question or giving comments. The writer also motivated the students how
to comprehend the textand the genetic structure. The students listened and paid
attetion to the teacher explanation and instructions. The students gave good
response to the activaties in the classroom and they left interested in using
Question Answer Relationship strategy because they can relate the text with
their background knowledge. So, Question Answer Relationship strategy

improved students’ achievement in reading comprehension.

b. Diary Notes

The diary notes were analyzed in order to know all things that
contained the researcher personal evaluation about the class. Progress of study
and material that will be given. In cycle | the students were interest to

followteaching and learning process. They were enthusiatic in reading text. They
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become activate in group discussion and in group presentation. In cycle Il they
were more avtive and enthusiatic in learning process because they can
comprehend the text and its generic structure which was given by relate it with

their background knowledge.

c. Interview sheet

The interview was done to the english teacher in the first meeting
about the teaching process in the class, about the topic given in the class, and
this step was also to know about the students’ ability in reading comprehension.
The teacher stated that the students were lack of vocabulary and their experience
in learning english. The students said the english was not interesting and not
their favorite lesson, because english was so difficult to learn. Students stated
that they can not comprehend the text in reading. But the result of interview in
the last time indicaded that the students found it was interesting in learning
english. The teacher also stated that Question Answer Relationship strategy is a
one of teachibg reading strategy ehich can make te students interest in reading

and comprehend the text.

3. Research Findings

Based on the result of they research, it was found that there was an
improvement of students’ achievement in reading comprehension which was taught
by applying Question Answer Relationship strategy. It was proved by the data
which showed that the mean of the students’ in score reading test in cycle 11 (81.79)

was higher than the score of reading test in cycle | (64.04) and
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the score ofinorientation test (49.87). The students’ interest in reading learning
increased they could understand the meaning of the text easily. They could relate
their background knowledge with the text. They found that reading was not so

boring and hard.

These all of the qualitative data were supported the research findings which
based on the quantitative. All of the data ndicated that the students gave good
attitude and good response during the teaching learning process. Based on the result
of the quantitave and qualitative data, it found that the application of Question
Answer Relationship strategy had succesfully improved the students’ achievement

in reading comprehension.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion

After analyzing the data, the researcher found that students’ achievement in
reading comprehension improved from the cycle I1. It is showed by the mean of the
students’ score of orientation test (49.87), reading test in cycle I (62.94), and reading
test in cycle II (81.79), the students’ score continously improved in each reading tes. It
means that there is improvement toward students’ achievement is reading
comprehension through Question Answer Relationship strategy. The students also felt
more enjoyable in interested in reading through Question Answer Relationship
strategy. Threefore, it can be conclude that Question Answer Relationship strategy

significantly improve students’ achievement in reading comprehension.

B. Suggestion
The study shoed that the use of Question Answer Relationship strategy could
improve the students’ achievement in reading comprehension. Based on the
conclusion above, some suggestion are pointed out as follows :

1. The English teacher are suggested tu use the Question Answer Relationship
strategy to make the teaching learning more interesting and active particulary in
narrative reading because this strategy is designed to relate the students’
background knowledge with reading text. So, it is easy for the student to

understand the story.
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2. The students should use Question Answer Relationship strategy in comprehending
a text because it can stimulate students eritical thinking when relate the students’
background knowledge with reading text.

3. The readers who are interested for futher study related to this research should
explore the knowledge to enlarge their understanding about how to improve

reading comprehension and searcs.h another reference.
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AFFENDIX A

School
Class/Semester
Subject

Skill

Meeting

Time

LESSON PLAN

(CYCLE)
: SMP YWKA MEDAN
2 VII/I
: English
: Reading

1 2 x 40 Minutes

A. Standard Competence

47

Understand the meaning of shot functional text and simple easy in form of narrative

and recount in daily life context and access knowledge.

B. Basic Competence

Respond the meaning from the simple short easy that uses various written text

accurately, fluently, and appropriately in daily life context and to access

knowledge.
C. Indicators

1. To indentify the meaning the words in the text.

2. The students are able to identify the generic structure of narrative text.
D. Objectives

1. The students are able to comprehend the text.
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2. The students are able to answer the questions based on the text.

E. Material

Narrative text

1) Romeo and Juliet

Romeo Montague and Juliet Capulet lived in Verona. They met at a
party and it was love at first sight. Their families were enemies so the young
couple could not meet in the open. They got married in secret with the help of a
priest, Friar Laurence, and Juliet’s maid.

Juliet’s cousin, Tybalt, hated Romeo and Montagues. One day, he met
Romeo and his friend mercutio in the street. Thtey had a sword fight and
mercuito was killed. Romeo was so upset that the attacked and Killed tybalt in
revenge

As a result of this, romeo had to leave Verona to save his life. He visited
Juliet secretly that night and then left for mantea. Juliet’s parents wanted Juliet
to marry paris, a friend of the family. They arranged the marriage and Juliet to
horrified. She asked friar laurance to help her. He suggested a plan, he gave her
a drug to make her sleep for a long tome and appear dead to everyone else.
When Juliet woke up, she could joint romeo in mantua. Friar Laurance
promised to write to romeo and explain the plan.

The night before the wedding, Juliet took the drug and her family found
her dead in the morning. The wedding celebration turned into a funeral,
unfortunately, romeo never received the letter from friar Laurance. He returned
to Verona, when he found Juliet’s body. He thought she was dead and he was
so devasted that he killed himself. When Juliet woke up and saw romeo lying
dead beside her, she killed herself too, with his dagger.

As a result of this tragic series of event, the capuled and the montagues

agreed to stop fighting and live in peace together.
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2) Malim Kundang

A long time ago, in a small village near the beach in west Sumatera, a
woman and her son lived. They were Malim Kundang and her mother. Her
mother was a single parent because Malim Kundang’s father had passed away
when he was a baby. Malim Kundang had to live hard with his mother.

Malim Kundang was a heathty, diligent, and strong boy. He usually
went to sea to catch fish. After getting fish he would bring it to his mother, or
sould the caught fish in the town.

One day, when malim kundang was sailling, he saw a merchants ship
which was being raided by a small band of piraters. He helped the merchant.
Whith his brave and power, malim kundang defeated the pirates. The merchant
was so happy and thanked to him. In return the merchant asked malim kundang
to sail with him. To get a better life, malim kundang agreed, he left his mother
alone.

Many years letters, Malim Kundang become wealhty. He had a huge
ship and was helped by many ship crews loading trading goods. Perfectly he
had a beautiful wife too. When he was sailing his trading journey, his ship
landed on a beach near a small village. The village recognized him. The news

ran fast in the town : “Malim Kundang has become rich and now he is here”.

An old women ran to the beach to meet the new rich merehant. She was
mlim kundang’s mother. She wanted to hug him, released her sadness of being
lonely after so long time. Unfortunately, when the mother came, malim
kundang who was in her front of this well dressed wife and his ship crews
deniedmeeting that old lonely woman. For three times her mother begged
malim kundang and for three time he yelled at her. At last malim kundang said
to her “Enough, old women 1i have never had a mother like you, a dirty and
ugly women” after that he ordered his crews to set sail. He would leave the old

mother again but in that time she was full of both sadness and angriness.
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Finally, enraged, she cursed malim kundang that he would turn into a stone
if he didn’t apologize. Malim kundang just laughed and really set sail. In the quiet
sea, suddenly a thunderstroom came. His huge ship was wrecked and it was ship.
He fell on a small island. It was really to late for him to avoid his curse. Suddenly,

he turned into stone.
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