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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Vindi Permata Sari, 1602050143. “Error Analysis of Compound Sentence 

Constructions in English News Online Journalist”. Skripsi : Faculty of Teacher 

Training and Education, English Education Program, University of 

Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara. 2020. Medan. 

 

This research deals with Error Analysis of Compound Sentence Constructions in 

English News Online Journalist. The objective of this research were 1) To find out 

the type of errors made by journalist in english news constructions compound 

sentence, 2) To find out the dominant of common errors made by journalist in 

english news in constructions compound sentence. This research used descriptive 

qualitative method, to identified and analyze the errors made by journalist in 

English news constructions compound sentence. The researcher found 29 

compound sentence, but only 13 compound sentence that the data. than analyze the 

sentence to find out types of error and dominant type of error make by the journalist. 

the error made by the journalist were counting that found error in this researcher 

was 14 errors, by the error of missing subject was 4 errors or 28,57%, the error of 

missing verb was 0 or 0%, the error of missing subject and verb was 0 errors or 0%, 

the error of dependent clause was 0 or 0%, the error of fused sentence was 1 or 

7,14%, and the error of comma splice was 9 errors or 64,28%. 

 

 

Key words : Error Analysis, Compound Sentence, Type of Error 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

 Language is important for human life, everybody knows that in all activities 

people need to communicate each other. Brown stated that language is used for 

communication. It means that language is a tool to communicate ideas, feeling, 

belief, loves, knowledge, or culture among the people. If there is no language, it 

must be very difficult for human to communicate each other. Therefore, how 

important language as a tool of communication.  

  As a international language, English is a language spoken by people in 

English speaking countries or in international events among countries around the 

world. It is to be important that mastery of language can accelerate the 

communication. A language consist of skill and components. The skill consist of 

speaking, reading, listening and writing. And the components are grammar and 

vocabulary. Both of skill and components as decisive factor in communicating. 

  Writing is not merely intended to describe any topic without purposes. In this 

case, writing is a progressive activity. Oshima & Hogue (1997) explain that 

progressiveness in writing when we want to start the first step to write about a 

certain topic, actually we have already known what we are going to write and how 

we explore it. After that, we read over our writing, then we will do some corrections 

and changes. In short, in order to have better writing, we should never stop only in 

one step.  
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 When the students write in English, they can make a lot of errors. According to 

Dulay et.al (1982) stated that errors flawed side of learner speech or writing. 

Another concept of error analysis is given by Brown. He defined error analysis is 

the process to observe, analyze, and classify the deviations of the rules of the second 

language and then to reveal the systems operated by learners. From the two 

definitions above, it can be concluded that error analysis is an activity to identify, 

classify and interprete or describe the error made by someone in speaking or in 

writing and it is carried out to obtain information on common difficulties faced by 

someone in speaking or in writing English sentences. 

  According to Marcella Frank (1972) sentences are generally classified in two 

ways, it can be divided by its their structure and its their purpose. The first is its 

their purpose. These types are devided into four categories, they are declarative 

sentence, interrogative sentence, imperative sentence and exclamatory sentence. 

The second one is its their structure. These are four categories, they are simple 

sentence, compound sentence, complex sentence, and compound-complex 

sentence. 

  Compound sentence are joined together by using coordinator (coordinating 

conjuction), conjunctive adverb, or semicolon. This kind of sentence expresses two 

or more equally important ideas. This kind of sentence is also called coordinate 

sentences because they coordinate, or tie, two or more ideas (McWhorter, 2006). 

Compound sentence is a sentence which consist of two or more independent clause, 

these clause connected by coordinate conjunction such as and, but, or, for, yet, so, 



3 

 

 

 

etc. for example, she is smart but arrogant. This sentence consist of two clause  

which is connected by coordinate conjuction that is but. 

  Journalist is a prefession that involves collecting information about a 

particular subject then reporting finding and conclusion to a wider audience 

throught print, digital or broadcast media. Reporter are one type of journalist. They 

create report as a prefession for boardcast or publication in mass media such as 

newspaper, television, radio, magazines, documentary film, and the internet. 

Reporter find the sources for their work, their reports can be either spoken or 

written, and they are often expected to report in the most objective and unbiased 

way to serve the public good. Journalist put the information in their own words, 

making it creative in their own way so it will catch the reader’s or viewer’s 

attention. 

  In this study, the researcher focused on error analysis made by journalist 

online in constructing compound sentence because the english news in constructing 

compound sentence contains a lot of error analysis that can be analyzed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

B. The Identification of Problem 
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The problem of this research was identified as follows : 

1. The people are not able to compound sentence correctly 

2. There are difficulties in understanding about type of sentence error found in the 

English news. 

 

C. Scope and Limitation 

  The scope of this study was focuses in compound sentence. The limitation 

is about error of constructions in compound sentence. 

 

D. The Formulation of the Probem 

1. What are the type of errors made by journalist in english news constructions 

compound sentence ? 

2. What is the dominant of common errors made by journalist  in english news 

constructions compound sentence ? 

 

E. The Objective of the Study 

1. To find out the type of errors made by journalist in english news constructions 

compound sentence. 

2. To find out the dominant of common errors made by journalist in english news 

in constructions compound sentence. 

 

 

F. The Significant of the Study 
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  The significant which are expected from this research are as follows: 

1. Theoretically 

The significant of this research is to encourage another researcher of error analysis 

in english news constructions compound sentence. 

 

2. Practically 

a. For the researcher, it can increase the knowledge in error analysis and can share 

to the people who want to researcher in this field. 

b. For the readers, to know kind of error analysis. 

c. For the students, it can add and increase their knowledge about error analysis 

and can help them  in comprehending the text. 

d. For the teachers, it can help them to further research as reference in it. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

A. Theoritical Framework 

  In conducting a research, theorities were need to explain some concepts in 

research concern. In this chapter, there were some important theories that used in 

this study. The researcher presented this chapter in order to strength this study. This 

theories were classified in the following: 

 

a. Error Analysis 

 When the students write in english, they can make a lot errors. Harmer (2001) 

stated that, “Errors are parts of the student’s interlanguage, that is the version of the 

language which a learner has at any one stage of development, and which is 

continually reshaped as he or she aims towards full mastery.” From this statement  

the writer interprets that the erros are part of process of language learning that the 

learner have done constantly. According to Dulay et.al (1982) stated that errors 

flawed side of learner speech or writing. They make a lot of mistake or errors in 

spoken or written. 

 Error analysis is one of the most influential theories of second language 

acquisition. This deals with the analysis of errors carried out by L2 students by 

comparing students with identified errors. Erdogan (2005: 263) stated that error 

analysis deals with learners’ performance in terms of the cognitive processes. They 

make use of recognizing or coding the input that they receive from the target 
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language. As a result, a primary focus of error analysis is on the evidance that 

learners’ error provide with an understanding of the underlying process of second 

language acquisition. 

 According to Brown (1994: 2014), error analysis emphasizes the significance 

of errors in learners’ interlanguage system. It is a type of linguistic analysis that 

focuses on the errors learners make. As the process to observe, analyze, and classify 

the deviations of the rules of the second language and then reveal the systems 

operated by learners. Another concept of error analysis stated by Gass and Selinker 

(2008: 102) that error analysis is a type of linguistic analysis that focuses on the 

error learner make. 

 On the definitions above, it can be assumed that error analysis is a process to 

observe, analyze, and classify the errors which are always made by learners either 

in speaking and writing. It also brings information about learners’ difficulties in 

learning speaking and writing especially in English. The errors can help teacher, 

lecturer or researcher in teaching and learning process to observe the background 

why learners make the errors. 
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b. Types of Sentence 

  According of Linguistics, sentence is a group of words that have at least one 

subject, a predicate and implies a perfect (complete). A sentence begins with a 

capital letter and ends with a point. In other definition a sentence by function is a 

sentence consist of a subject and a predicate. This definition is more satisfactory 

because it is actually possible to identify the structural functions of subject and 

predicate in a sentence. From the definition above, we should like to offer here 

includes both fuction and formal characteristics of a sentence: A sentence is a full 

predication containing a subject plus a predicate with a finite verb. Its arrangement 

may be symbolized by such formulas as S V O (subject + verb + object), N1 V N2 

(noun + verb + noun), or NP + VP (noun phrase + verb phrase). Sentence is 

classified into two ways, according to their structure (simple sentence, compound 

sentence, complex sentence, and compound-complex sentence) and according to 

their purpose (declarative, imperative, interrogative and exclamatory). Depanding 

on the number and types of caluses they contain, sentences are classified as simple, 

compound, complex and compound-complex sentence. Clauses come into two 

variaties: independent and subordinate. An independent clause contains a subject 

and a predicate, and it either stands alone or could stand alone as a sentence. A 

subordinate clause also contains a subject and a predicate, but it functions within a 

sentence as an adjective, an adverb, or a noun, it can not stand alone. 

  According to Marcella Frank (1972) sentences are generally classified in two 

ways, it can be divided by their structure and their purpose. The first is its their 
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purpose are devided into four categories, they are declarative sentence, 

interrogative sentence, imperative sentence and exclamatory sentence. 

a. Declarative Sentences (Statements) 

  In a declarative sentence the subject and predicate have normal word order.  

The sentence ends with a period in writing and a drop in pitch in speech. 

e.g. The child ate his dinner. 

 

b. Interrogative Sentence (Questions) 

  In an interrogative sentence the subject and auxiliary are often reversed. The 

sentence ends with a question mark (or interrogation point) in writing. 

e.g. Did the child eat his dinner ? 

 

c. Imperative Sentences (commands, requests) 

 In an imperative sentence, only the redicate is expressed. The imperative 

sentence ends with a period in writing and a drop in pitch in speech. 

e.g. Eat your dinner. 

 

d. Exclamatory Sentences (Exlamations) 

  Exclamatory Sentences is a sentences begin with an exclamatory phrase 

consisting of what or how plus a part of the predicate. The exclamatory phrase is 

followed by the subject and the balance of the predicate. The exclamatory sentence 

ends with and exclamation mark (or, exclamation point). 

e.g. What a good dinner that was! 
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 The second one is their structure. These are four categories, they are simple 

sentence, compound sentence, complex sentence, and compound-complex 

sentence. 

a. Simple sentence 

 Simple sentence is  a sentence that has one subject-verb pair. It also contains 

one independepnt clause which convets one thought.  

e.g. The man stole the jewelry. 

 

b. Compound sentence 

  A compound sentence is two simple sentences are joined together by using 

coordinator (coordinating conjuction), conjuctive adverb, or semicolon. This kind 

of sentence expresses two or more equally important ideas. This kind of sentence is 

also called coordinate sentence because they coordinate, or tie, two or more ideas 

(McWhorter, 2006). The caluses are joined by coordinating conjuction (with or 

without a comma), a correlative conjuction (with or without a comma), or a 

semicolon that functions as a conjuction. A conjuction can be used to make a 

compound sentence.  

  A compound sentence has a comma before the coordinating conjuction. There 

are seven coordinating conjuctions in English: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.  

  We can see that, the characteristic of compound sentences are a compound 

sentences is a sentence made up of two complete thoughts, each part of the sentence 
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can stand alone as a connected by two types of connectors, compound sentences are 

combined with FANBOYS (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so). 

 e.g. The man stole the jewelry and he hid it in his home. 

  

  Besides, compound sentence can be with a conjuctive adverb. The conjuctive 

adverb is usually placed between two independent clauses following a semicolon 

and followed by a comma. 

e.g. The weather is beautiful; therefore, I think I will ride my bicycle today. 

 

c. Complex sentence 

  A complex sentence contains an independent clause and at least one 

dependent clause. An independent clause can stand alone as a sentence and makes 

a complete thought, but a dependent clause cannot stand alone even though it has a 

subject and a verb. Noun clause, adjective clause, and adverb clause are parts of 

complex sentence. 

e.g. The man who stole the jewelry hid it in his home. 

 

d. Compound-complex sentence 

  A compound-complex sentence is exactly what its name states. It is a 

compound sentence. One or both of the independent clauses will have a dependent 

clause. This makes the sentence complex as well. the complex and simple sentences 

are joined by a coordinating conjuction such as for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.  
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e.g. The man stole the jewelry and he had it in his home until he could safely get 

out of town. 

 

3. Concept of Compound Sentence 

  Knapp and Witkins states that in compound sentences there are two or more 

clause that are coordinated or linked in such way as to give each equal status as a 

statement. Compound sentences often share the same subject. The clauses in a 

compound sentence can be linked by the use conjuctions or punctuation. 

  Kane states that a compound sentence consists of at least two independent 

subject-verb. Compound sentences often have three independent clauses even four 

of five. In theory there is no limit. In practice, however, most compound sentences 

contain only two clauses. The two (or more) independent clauses comprising a 

compound sentence may be united in two ways. One is coordination, connecting 

clauses by a coordinating conjunction. 

  Choy and Clark state that the compound sentence, a very common sentence 

pattern, consists at least two subjects and two verbs, usually arranged in an S-V/S-

V pattern. In grammar, the term compound means “having two or more parts”. A 

compound sentences can be devided into two parts. Because compound sentence 

must contain at least into two separate sentences, each half of a compound sentence 

must contain at least one subject and one verb. Therefore, each half of a compound 

sentence is a clause that contains both a subject and a verb. (in constrast, a group of 

words that does not contain both a subject and a verb is called a phrase, as in a 

prepositional phrase). A clause that can stand alone as a complete sentence is called 



13 

 

 

 

an independent clause. Because each clause in a compound sentence can stand alone 

as a complete sentence, each clause must be independent clause. Choy and Clark 

describe that there are two ways to join independent clause to form a compound 

sentence. The most frequently used method is a put a conjuction between the 

clauses.  

The example: 

1) You can eat your cake with spoon or frok. 

2) I wanted to ride my bike, but the tire was flat. 

3) She is smart but arrogant. 

 

  Based on the statement above, the writer concludes that compound sentence 

is combine between two or more clauses that contains both a subject and a verb. 

Each clause must be independent clause. The way to make a independent clause  to 

be a compound sentence is using connecting word or conjuction between clauses. 

 

4. Sentence Errors 

  According to Diana and Nancy Theory, there are two common mistakes that 

often occur or appear, namely sentence fragments and run on sentences. The two 

types of errors that are commonly used the types of mistakes that are made in 

sentences and not about the types of errors that occur in compound sentences. 

However, both of these types of errors can be used to compensate for the errors that 

are present in compound sentences. 
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a. Sentence fragments  

  A sentence fragment is a group of words that pretend to be a sentence. This 

is usually referred to as an incomplete sentence. The sentence fragment is often cut 

off from the previous sentence or the next sentence. Avoid fragments by ensuring 

that each sentence contains a subject and verb and makes sense on its own. We can 

refine the fragments by a) combining them into complete sentences or b) adding 

appropriate subjects and verbs. The sentence fragment usually appears before or 

after the independent clause of its place. 

Example :  

  When we get in the car. We lowered the window  

  

When we get in the car are dependent sentence fragments and clauses. This 

obviously falls into the independent clause that follows and should be rewritten like 

this: 

 

  When we get in the car, we lowered the window 

  Or like this 

  We lowered the window when we got in the car.  

    

  The sentence fragment "when we get in the car" also has a subordinate 

"when". Some other subordinate examples are after, although, because, before, even 

thrusting, if, since, though, until, when, whenever, whereas, wherever, temporarily. 

A clause with a subordinator can be referred to as a dependent clause or a 
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subordination clause, but if the clause appears at the beginning of a sentence, the 

clause must be followed by a comma. 

   When a group of sentences loses important information in it, the sentence no 

longer shows or expresses its complete meaning. Phrase fragment, a phrase is a 

group of words that have no subject or verb, or both. Phrases can also be a possible 

reason why a group of words becomes chunks that have no clear meaning. 

 

1. Missing subject 

  The subject tells or informs about whom the sentence was made. If there is a 

missing subject, then we will feel confused about who or what did the action in the 

sentence. 

Example: 

a. Sit under a tree. (Who is sitting under the tree?) 

b. Can sleep in the bathroom. (Who can sleep in the bathroom?) 

c. Got a birthday present. (Who gets the birthday present?) 

   d. Start after the weekend (This fragment can be made into a complete  

   sentence by converting it to: "class starts after weekend" add subject  

   "class" corrects this fragment and makes it an independent and thoughtful  

   clause). 

 

 

 

2. Missing verb 
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  The verb provides what information the subject carries. if the verb is missing, 

then one wonders what the subject is or how the subject is doing. 

Example: 

a. Some girls in class (What are some girls in class doing?) 

b. English teacher. (What is the English teacher?) 

We can fix this by adding a verb, this fragment can be changed to: 

Some girls in class studying together. 

The English teacher gave a test yesterday. 

Adding the verb corrects the fragment and makes it clause independent and 

thoughtful. 

 

3. Missing subject and verb 

  Some fragments are missing both the subject and the verb. 

This means that we do not know who the subject is and what the subject is doing. 

A. From morning till night 

b. On the chair 

c. near the playground. 

The fragment can made into a complete sentence by converting it to: 

I work from morning till night (Adding "I" as subject and "work" as a verb corrects 

this fragment and makes it a thoughtful and independent clause. 

I sit on the chair. 

Children practice singing near the playground. 

4. Dependent clause 
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  A dependent clause is a collection of words that contain a subject and a verb, 

but it does not express a complete thought or meaning. 

Example: 

a. If I go there alone. 

b. Because I don't care about her anymore 

c. Whatever he does to me 

d. Because he left the room first. 

This fragment can be repaired by linking dependent clauses (clauses) to main 

clauses (independent clauses). The pattern sentence is a collection of core words 

containing the subject and verb, which also express the full meaning. We can add 

sentences to the pattern before or after the clause. 

   

Example: 

   a. If I go there alone, I will get lost on the way. 

b. Because I didn't care anymore, he never came again. 

c. I still can't accept whatever he gave me. 

d. Tiara didn't know anything because she left the room first. 

   Based on 7 authors' Reference book, sentence fragments are groups of 

words that pretend to be sentences. Fragments are easy to recognize when they 

appear disconnected. A sentence fragment never has an independent clause, but 

rather a dependent clause or phrase. 

 

b. Run on sentence 
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  The run on sentences are independent clauses that have not been correctly 

combined. Another definition of run on sentences is a sentence that combines two 

independent clauses without punctuation and conjunctions. Independent clauses are 

groups of words that can stand alone as sentences. There are several causes of run 

on sentences including inappropriate conjunctions, the use of improre punctuation, 

or even because the clause must be two independent separated by a period (period) 

into two sentences. 

  There are two types of sentences that are executed. When an author does not 

provide punctuation or sentence errors where two sentences are combined into one 

without punctuation, the result is called a fused sentence. 

Here is an example of a fused sentence : 

 

Independent clause 

I am very fine 

      Fused   Independent clause 

I don’t fell like I am sick 

 

  A much more common type of run on sentence is a comma splice sentence 

error in which two independent clauses separated by commas do not match because 

they have to be separated by periods. 

Comma splice  I am fine, I don’t fell like I am sick. 
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  In other comma splices, the comma is accompanied by a joining word that is 

not a coordinate conjunction. There are seven coordinating conjuctions: and, but, 

or, for, nor, so, yet. 

Comma splice  I am fine, and I don’t fell like I am sick. 

 

  To find out how to run a correct sentence, follow these general guidelines: 

combine two clauses with commas and coordinative conjunctions (FANBOYS), 

separate process sentences into two separate sentences, combine clauses with 

semicolons and conjuctive adverbs (include, however, as a result, in any case, 

consequently, and thus) followed by a comma, however, joining clauses with a 

semicolon. 

 

3. Causes of errors 

  In writing, learners easily make errors because information has to be 

transmitted without any aid from sources other than the language itself. However, 

there is a danger that the language learner will tend to focus on the errors rather 

than on the presumed aim of the piece of writing  communication. 

  According to Richard (1997:173) There are several main causes of these 

errors are interlingual errors, intralingual errors and carelessness.  

 

a. Interlingual Error 

  Interligual error is a cause of error where the learners transfer their native 

language system into the target system. 
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b. Intralingual Error 

  In this case, the learners have been saved from the interference of their mother 

tongue but as they find it more complicated and the result learning.the learner seem 

to make generalization of the target system on the basis of the data that which they 

are exposed. 

 

 Richards (1977:47-54) states that distinguishes intralingual error into four types: 

 

a. Overgeneralization 

 It is generally involves the creation of one deviant structure in place of 

learners reducing their linguistic burden. 

 

b. Ignorance of Rule Restictions 

  It involves the application of rules to contexts where they do not apply. An 

example is “He made to rest” through extension of the found with the majority of 

verbs that take infinitive complements. 

 

c. Incomplete Application of Rule 

  These error involve of failure to fully develop a structure. Some  second 

language learners tend to apply declarative word order in  question in place of 

interrogative word order. 

 

d. False Concept Hypothesis and Ignorance of Correct 
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  The errors are caused by the lack of knowledge correct English pattern 

teaching and inadequate practice. 

 

a. Carelessness 

  The error of carelessness was caused of the less knowledge of the students 

who are purposely done the mistake. It will influence the learnerd in learning the 

foreign language. the cause of error come from the learner background and custom. 

To avoid the carelssness the learners have to learn and read some book especially  

learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5. Writing 

 Writing is important for those who learn English as a foreign or second 

language. As one of the four skills, writing is not like reading and listening. Writing 

skill helps the learners gain independence, comprehensibility, fluency and creativity 
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in writing. If learners have mastered these aspects, they will be able to write so that 

they are not only able to read what they have written, but other learners learning 

that language can read and understand it. 

 Writing is progressive activity. It means that when learners for the first time 

write something down, learners have already been thinking about what they are 

going to say and how they are going to say it. Oshima and Hogue (1997: 2) state 

that writing takes study and practice to develop this skill. For both native speakers 

and new learners of English, it is important to note that writing is a process not a 

product. Therefore, writing is never a one-step action; an it is a process that has 

several steps. Nunan (2003: 88) defines that writing is the process of thinking to 

invent ideas, thinking about how to express into good writing, and arranging the 

ideas into statement and paragraph crearly. It indicates that the learners are expected 

to explore the ideas and make them into a good paragraph. A lot of students say that 

writing is a difficult skill. But it is an actually easy and enjoyable activity if there is 

an appropriate method and interesting teaching technique. 

  Writing is complex activity since it requires learner’s comprehensive abilities 

such as mastering grammar, vocabulary, and punctuation. Besides, to write well, 

the learner is expected to be able to present his or her ideas in the written form as 

writing is a means of indirect communication. According to Linse (2006: 98), 

writing is a combination of process and product of discovering ideas, putting them 

on paper and working with them until they are presented in manner that is polished 

and comprehensible to readers. Thus, it is stated that writing is one of language 
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skills which combines to process and productive skill that can be used to preserve 

thoughts, ideas, and speech sounds. 

  Based on the theories above, writing is the process of thinking to invent ideas, 

thinking about how to express into good writing, and arranging the ideas into 

statement and paragraph clearly. When we want to start the first step to write about 

a certain topic, actually we have already known what we are going to write and how 

we explore it. and than can be read for the reader’s. 

 

7. Journalist 

  Journalist is a prefession that invoves collecting information about a 

particular subject then reporting finding and conclusion to a wider audience 

throught print, digital or broadcast media. Reporter are one type of journalist. They 

create report as a prefession for boardcast or publication in mass media such as 

newspaper, television, radio, magazines, documentary film, and the internet. 

Reporter find the sources for their work, their reports can be either spoken or 

written, and they are often expected to report in the most objective and unbiased 

way to serve the public good. Journalist put the information in their own words, 

making it creative in their own way so it will catch the reader’s or viewer’s 

attention. 

 

B. Conceptual Framework 

 Error is something done wrong systematically from the learner because the 

learner has not mastered something and get wrong consistently. In other definition, 
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error are systematically deviate from the norms of the learned language. Indeed, 

mistakes are a natural part of language learning. 

 Writing is the process of thinking to invent ideas, thinking about how to 

express into good writing, and arranging the ideas into statement and paragraph 

clearly. When we want to start the first step to write about a certain topic, actually 

we have already known what we are going to write and how we explore it. and than 

can be read for the reader’s. 

 Sentence is a group of words that develop one main idea, sentence is a group 

of words that have at least one subject and a predicate, and implies a perfect 

(complete). 

 The writer deals to analysis of error in English news constructing  compound 

sentence. And the writer will describe the type of error and the dominant of common 

error in English news and descriptive qualitative will be applied in this research. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

 

A. Research Design 

  In conducting this research, the researcher use descriptive qualitative method. 

Litoseliti (2010:52) said that qualitative research is related to the structure and 

pattern and how something is, and that theory is textual (data). Furthermore, this 

study uses qualitative methods because researchers of this study was analyze and 

find the result of the types and dominant errors made by journalist online in writing 

english news in constructions compound sentence.  

 

B. Source of Data 

  The data of the research was taken from internet the specific in English online 

news (applications of Jakarta Post). The data taken from four news in two month. 

The data of this study was the whole english news constructions compound 

sentence. 
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C. Technique of Data Collection 

  In collecting the data, the researcher do some steps as below: 

1. Searching the news in the internet (Jakarta Post application). 

2. The researcher read the news carefully  

3. Classifying the data: in this step, the researcher categorized errors made by 

journalist in english news constructing compound sentence with used Diana and 

Nancy theory. They are sentence fragments and run on sentence. 

4. Analyze, and concluded the data analysis to include research result. 

 

D. Technique of Data Analysis 

  The data analyze was used the error analysis from the theory of Diana and 

Nancy. It is used to identify the type of error and dominant of common error made 

by journalist in english news. The writer analyzed the error analysis of english news 

constructions compound sentence used sentence fragments and run on sentence. 

The last, the writer describe and analyzed the data to get the common error and 

dominant of common error made by journalist in english news constructions 

compound sentence.  

  In this study, the researcher used technique of data analysis based on Diana 

and Nancy theory. They are sentence fragments and run on sentence. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DATA AND DATA ANALYSIS 

 

A. DATA COLLECTION 

 In this chapter, the data were taken from english news by online journalist 

constructing compound sentence and read the news taken from internet (Jakarta 

Post application). There are many type of errors and the researcher analyzed them 

based on Diana and Nancy theory. There are two types of sentence errors, namely 

sentence fragments (missing subject, missing verb, missing subject and verb, and 

dependent clauses), and run on sentences (fused sentences and comma splice). 

Actually, the researchers only took 4 news that are : (1) MUI, Muhammdiyah advice 

public to hold Idul Fitri prayers at home during pandemic dated 15th May 2020, (2) 

Istiqlal Mosque to hold virtual ‘takbiran’ event to welcome Idul Fitri during 

pandemic dated 23rd May 2020, (3) Fear of new COVID-19 cluster at North 

Sumatera University as rector test positive dated 13th July 2020, (4) Telkomsel says 

Sumateara network restored ‘100%’ after Tuesday’s fire dated 12th August 2020. 

After collecting the data, the researcher got 29 compound sentences. Based on the 

analyzing the 29 compound sentences, the researcher found 14 incorrect sentence 

from 13 compound sentences. The error have been enlisted as follow: 
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Table 4.1 Compound Sentence 

No. Journalist’s name Sentence 

1.  Ghina Gahliya With the government’s large-scale social restrictions 

(PSBB), which were implemented to help curb of spread 

of COVID-29, conducting prayers in the traditional way 

would pose major health risks. 

2. Ghina Gahliya It suggested that the prayers be performed at home to 

“break the chain” of the COVID-19 infections and as a 

precauntionary measure to prevent the current situation 

from getting worse. 

3. Ghina Gahliya Idul Fitri prayers can be performed at home in 

congregations with family member or individuals, 

especially in areas where COVID-19 has spread 

uncontrollably. 

4. Ghina Gahliya The Health Ministry announced 568 new cases of 

COVID-19 on Thursday, bringing the total number of 

infections nationwide to 16,006, with 1.043 deaths and 

3,518 rescoveries. 

5. News Desk  It can be accessed via Istiqlal’s Youtube account and 

state broadcasting company TVRI. 

6.  News Desk This years takbir akbar will be held virtually. Only a 

limited number of people are allowed to recite the 
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takbiran [at the mosque] to comply with the 

recommended health protocols. 

7. Apriadi Gunawan The rector test positive, without any symptons, based on 

the independent swab test that he took, “she told The 

Jakarta Post 

8. Apriadi Gunawan I am fine and I don’t feel like I am sick, “he said. 

9. Apriadi Gunawan He also urged anyone who had been in close contact 

with him to take a COVID-19 swab test immediately. “I 

don’t want to cover it [positive COVID-19 result] up, 

that is why I asking this matter to be published.” 

10. Apriadi Gunawan According to the official government count, North 

Sumatera has 2,323 confirmed cases, with 123 deaths as 

of Sunday. 

11. Apriadi Gunawan We apologize to customers for this inconvenience. We 

appreciate our loyal customers for continuing to use our 

service, he added. 

12. Apriadi Gunawan I am disappointed. No phone calls or the internet since 

this afternoon. 

13. Apriadi Gunawan “A costumer ordered [food] when the network was still 

fine, but I couldn’t contact the person [later] when the 

network wa [down]. I couldn’t deliver the order,” he 

said. 
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Table 4.2 Checklist table classification of error 

No. Sentence Sentence fragment Run on  

sentence 

MS MV MSV DC FS CS 

1. With the government’s large-

scale social restrictions 

(PSBB), which were 

implemented to help curb of 

spread of COVID-19, 

conducting prayers in the 

traditional way would pose 

major health risks. 

      

2. It suggested that the prayers be 

performed at home to “break 

the chain” of the COVID-19 

infections and as a 

precauntionary measure to 

prevent the current situation 

from getting worse. 

      

3. Idul Fitri prayers can be 

performed at home in 

congregations with family 

      
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member or individuals, 

especially in areas where 

COVID-19 has spread 

uncontrollably. 

4. The Health Ministry 

announced 568 new cases of 

COVID-19 on Thursday, 

bringing the total number of 

infections nationwide to 

16,006, with 1.043 deaths and 

3,518 rescoveries. 

         

 

5. It can be accessed via Istiqlal’s 

Youtube account state 

broadcasting company TVRI. 

      

6. This years takbir akbar will be 

held virtually. Only a limited 

number of people are allowed 

to recite the takbiran [at the 

mosque] to comply with the 

recommended health 

protocols. 

      

7. The rector test positive, 

without any symptons. 

      
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8. I am fine and I don’t feel like I 

am sick, “he said. 

      

9. He also urged anyone who had 

been in close contact with him 

to take a COVID-19 swab test 

immediately. “I don’t want to 

cover it [positive COVID-19 

result] up, that is why I asking 

this matter to be published.” 

      

10. According to the official 

government count, North 

Sumatera has 2,323 confirmed 

cases, with 123 deaths as of 

Sunday. 

      

11. We apologize to customers for 

this inconvenience. We 

appreciate our loyal customers 

for continuing to use our 

service, he added. 

      

12. I am disappointed. No phone 

calls or the internet since this 

afternoon. 

      
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13. “A costumer ordered [food] 

when the network was still 

fine,.but I couldn’t contact the 

person [later] when the 

network wa [down]. I couldn’t 

deliver the order,” he said. 

      

 

B. Data Analysis 

  This research aims to describe the most common error and causes of errors 

used in the english news online journalist constructing compound sentence. The 

compound sentence above will be classified based on the type of error. And the 

errors will be analyzed based on the Diana and Nancy theory. They will be 

discussed as follows: 

 

  Table 4.3 Error Analysis on the First Sentence 

1. Sentence With the government’s large-scale social restrictions 

(PSBB), which were implemented to help curb of spread of 

COVID-19, conducting prayers in the traditional way would 

pose major health risks. 

  Analysis With the government’s large-scale social restrictions 

(PSBB) 

                       (Independent Clause) 



34 

 

 

 

which were implemented to help curb of spread of COVID-

19, conducting prayers in the traditional way would pose 

major health risks.                        

               (Independent Clause)           

Revision  With the government’s large-scale social restrictions 

(PSBB), which we were implemented to help curb of spread 

of COVID-19, conducting prayers in the traditional way 

6would pose major health risks. 

  

  From the compound sentence above there is an error in the missing subject. 

The sentence is written "were implemented" which states "were implemented" 

which has no subject. So, based on the text that the researcher has read on the right 

word, the part of the sentence that becomes the subject is we. 

 

  Table 4.4 Error Analysis on the Second Sentence 

2. Sentence It suggested that the prayers be performed at home to “break 

the chain” of the COVID-19 infections and as a 

precauntionary measure to prevent the current situation from 

getting worse. 

  Analysis It suggested that the prayers be perfomed at home to “break 

the chain” of the COVID-19 infections and 

           (Independent clause) 
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as a precauntionary measure to prevent the current situation 

from getting worse. 

              (Independent clause)) 

 Revision It suggested that the prayers be performed at home to “break 

the chain” of the COVID-19 infections and it’s as a 

precauntionary measure to prevent the current situation from 

getting worse. 

  

 From the compound sentence above there is error in the missing subject. the 

sentence is written “as a precauntionary measure” what is states “as a 

precauntionary measure” that there is no subject. So, based on the text that the 

researcher has read on the right word, the part of the sentence becomes the subject 

is it's. 

 

 Table 4.5 Error Analysis on Third Sentence 

3. Sentence Idul Fitri prayers can be performed at home in congregations 

with family member or individuals, especially in areas where 

COVID-19 has spread uncontrollably. 

  Analysis Idul Fitri prayers can be performed at home in congregations 

with family member or individuals 

           (Independent clause) 

especially in areas where COVID-19 has spread 

uncontrollably. 
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                 (Independent clause) 

 Revision Idul Fitri prayers can be performed at home in congregations 

with family member or individuals, and especially in areas 

where COVID-19 has spread uncontrollably. 

  

 

 

 From the compound sentence above, there is an error in the comma splice. 

Occurs when two or more independent clauses are joined only by commas and in 

another comma splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction which is not a 

coordinate conjunction. Journalist do put a comma for the word "individual" and 

before a coordinate conjuction is and.  

 

 Table 4.6 Error Analysis on Fourth Sentence 

4. Sentence The Health Ministry announced 568 new cases of COVID-

19 on Thursday, bringing the total number of infections 

nationwide to 16,006, with 1.043 deaths and 3,518 

rescoveries. 

  Analysis The Health Ministry announced 568 new cases of COVID-

19 on Thursday 

          (Independent clause) 

bringing the total number of infections nationwide to 16,006, 

with 1.043 deaths and 3,518 rescoveries.                
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                   (Independent clause) 

 Revision The Health Ministry, they announced 568 new cases of 

COVID-19 on Thursday. So, bringing the total number of 

infections nationwide to 16,006, with 1.043 deaths and 3,518 

rescoveries. 

  

  From the compound sentence above there is an error in the missing subject 

and comma splice. The first mistake is the loss of the subject, in the sentence os it 

says "announced" which means "to announced" that there is no subject. So, based 

on the text the researcher has read the right word part of the sentence which is the 

subject is they. 

 The second mistake is the comma splice. Occurs when two or more 

independent classes are only combined with a comma and in the splice of another 

comma, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction which is not a coordinate 

conjunction. Journalists did put comma after word “Thursday” change to period and 

adding a coordinate conjuction is so. 

 

 Table 4.7 Error Analysis on Fifth Sentence 

5. Sentence It can be accessed via Istiqlal’s Youtube account state 

broadcasting company TVRI. 

  Analysis It can be accessed via Istiqlal’s Youtube account     

               (Independent clause) 

and state broadcasting company TVRI 
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         (Independent clause) 

 Revision It can be accessed via Istiqlal’s Youtube account and state 

broadcasting company TVRI. 

   

 

 From the compound sentence above there is an error on fused sentence. Based 

on the example above, it can be seen that the sentence is a fused sentence because 

two or more independent clauses are executed together without punctuation. Thus, 

the reconstructed sentence must allow the revision to make two or more simple 

sentences, or to use sentence conjunctions as well as correct punctuation is and. 

 

 Table 4.8 Error Analysis on Sixth Sentence 

6. Sentence This years takbir akbar will be held virtually. Only a limited 

number of people are allowed to recite the takbiran [at the 

mosque] to comply with the recommended health protocols. 

  Analysis This years takbir akbar will be held virtually 

               (Independent clause) 

Only a limited number of people are allowed to recite the 

takbiran [at the mosque] to comply with the recommended 

health protocols. 

         (Independent clause) 

 Revision This years takbir akbar will be held virtually, but Only a 

limited number of people are allowed to recite the takbiran 
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[at the mosque] to comply with the recommended health 

protocols 

  

 From the compound sentence above there is error on comma splice. If two or 

more independent clauses are joined by a comma and in another comma splice, the 

comma is accompanied by a conjunction that is not a coordinate conjunction. 

Journalist did not put comma after word “virtually” change to period and adding a 

coordinate conjuction is but. 

 

 Table 4.9 Error Analysis on Seventh Sentence 

7. Sentence The rector test positive, without any symptons. 

  Analysis The rector test positive 

       (Independent clause) 

without any symptons         

    (Independent clause) 

 Revision The rector test positive, and without any symptons. 

  

  From the compound sentence above there is error in comma splice. Occurs 

when two or more independent clauses are only combined with a comma and in 

another comma splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction which is not a 

coordinate conjunction. Journalist did put comma after word “positive” and before 

coordinate conjuction is and. 
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 Table 4.10 Error Analysis on Eighth Sentence 

8. Sentence I am fine and I don’t feel like I am sick, “he said. 

  Analysis I am fine and 

    (Independent clause) 

I don’t feel like I am sick, “he said. 

        (Independent clause) 

 Revision I am fine, and I don’t feel like I am sick, “he said. 

  

 From the compound sentence, there is error on comma splice. Occurs when 

two or more independent clauses are joined by a comma and in another comma 

splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction that is not a coordinate 

conjunction. Journalist did not put comma after word “fine” and adding comma  

before a coordinate conjuction is and. 
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 Table 4.11 Error Analysis on Ninth Sentence 

9. Sentence He also urged anyone who had been in close contact with 

him to take a COVID-19 swab test immediately. “I don’t 

want to cover it [positive COVID-19 result] up, that is why I 

asking this matter to be published.” 

  Analysis He also urged anyone who had been in close contact with 

him to take a COVID-19 swab test immediately 

    (Independent clause) 

I don’t want to cover it [positive COVID-19 result] up, that 

is why I asking this matter to be published 

        (Independent clause) 

 Revision He also urged anyone who had been in close contact with 

him to take a COVID-19 swab test immediately, and “I don’t 

want to cover it [positive COVID-19 result] up, that is why I 

asking this matter to be published.” 

  

 From the compound sentence, there is error on comma splice. Occurs when 

two or more independent clauses are joined by a comma and in another comma 

splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction that is not a coordinate 



42 

 

 

 

conjunction. Journalist did put period after word “immediately”, the period change 

to comma and adding a coordinate conjuction is and. 

 

 

 Table 4.12 Error Analysis on Tenth Sentence 

10. Sentence According to the official government count, North 

Sumatera has 2,323 confirmed cases, with 123 deaths as of 

Sunday. 

  Analysis According to the official government count 

    (Independent clause) 

North Sumatera has 2,323 confirmed cases, with 123 deaths 

as of Sunday. 

        (Independent clause) 

 Revision According to the official government count, North 

Sumatera has 2,323 confirmed cases, and with 123 deaths 

as of Sunday. 

  

 From the compound sentence, there is error on comma splice. Occurs when 

two or more independent clauses are joined by a comma and in another comma 

splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction that is not a coordinate 

conjunction. Journalist did put comma after word “cases” before a coordinate 

conjuction is and. 
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 Table 4.13 Error Analysis on Eleventh Sentence 

11. Sentence We apologize to customers for this inconvenience. We 

appreciate our loyal customers for continuing to use our 

service, he added. 

  Analysis We apologize to customers for this inconvenience.  

      (Independent clause) 

we appreciate our loyal customers for continuing to use our 

service, he added 

          (Independent clause) 

 Revision We apologize to customers for this inconvenience, and we 

appreciate our loyal customers for continuing to use our 

service, he added. 

  

 From the compound sentence, there is error on comma splice. Occurs when 

two or more independent clauses are joined by a comma and in another comma 

splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction that is not a coordinate 

conjunction. Journalist did put period after word “inconvenience”, the period 

change to comma and adding a coordinate conjuction is and. 
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 Table 4.14 Error Analysis on the Twelfth Sentence 

12. Sentence I am disappointed. No phone calls or the internet since this 

afternoon. 

  Analysis I am disappointed 

   (Independent clause) 

No phone calls or the internet since this afternoon          

(Independent clause) 

 Revision I am disappointed, it no phone calls or the internet since this 

afternoon. 

  

 From the compound sentence above there is error in missing subject. the 

sentence is written “no phone calls” what is states “no phone calls” that there is no 

subject. So, based on the text that researcher has read the right word part of the 

sentence becomes the subject is it.  

 

 Table 4.15 Error Analysis on the Thirteenth Sentence 
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13. Sentence A costumer ordered [food] when the network was still fine, 

but I couldn’t contact the person [later] when the network 

wa [down]. I couldn’t deliver the order,” he said. 

  Analysis A costumer ordered [food] when the network was still fine, 

but I couldn’t contact the person [later] when the network 

wa [down].  

      (Independent clause) 

I couldn’t deliver the order,” he said 

          (Independent clause) 

 Revision A costumer ordered [food] when the network was still fine, 

but I couldn’t contact the person [later] when the network 

wa [down]. So, I couldn’t deliver the order,” he said. 

 

 From the compound sentence above, the error is comma splice. Occurs when 

two or more independent clauses are joined by a comma and in another comma 

splice, the comma is accompanied by a conjunction that is not a coordinate 

conjunction. Journalist did not put comma after word “down” before a coordinate 

conjuction is so.  
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 Based on the data analysis it shows that the journalist made a lot of errors, the 

journalist made a errors are 14 which consist of: 

1. The journalist errors on compound sentences belong to missing subject is 4 

 errors or 28,57% 

2. The journalist errors on compound sentences belong to missing verb is 0 errors 

 or 0% 

3. The journalist errors on compound sentences belong to missing subject and 

 verb is 0 errors or 0% 

4. The journalist errors on compound sentences belong to dependent clause of 

 error  is 0 errors or 0% 

5. The journalist errors on compound sentences belong to fused sentence is 1 

 errors or 7,14% 

6. The journalist errors on compound sentences belong to comma splice is 9 

 errors or 64,28% 
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C. Findings 

 After analyzing all the data that found in the English news online, the 

researcher stated that were findings of this study as follow: 

1. The types of error analysis used in the English news online journalist based on 

 Diana and Nancy theory. There are two classifications of error that have been 

 devided into six types. They consisted of 4 error (28,57%) for missing subject ,  

 0% for missing verb, 0% for missing subject and verb, 0% for dependent 

 clause, 1 error (7.14%) for fused of sentence and 9 errors (64,28%) for comma 

 splice.  

 

2.  There were 29 compound sentences, the researcher found 14 incorrect sentence 

 from 13 compound sentences. The most dominant common of errors was 

 comma splice 9 errors (64,28%). It means that the most dominant 

 common of errors in English news online  journalist is comma splice.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusions 

 After analyzing the data of English news online journalist constructions 

compound sentence. it is got the data as follows: 

1. This research has found errors on compound sentence made by journalist online. 

This research used Diana and Nancy theory, there are two classifications of 

sentence errors  that have been devided into six types. They are missing subject, 

missing verb, missing subject and verb, dependent clause, fused of sentence and 

comma splice.  

 

2. The findings of the research was found were 14 incorrect sentence from 13 

compound sentence with consisted of error belong to missing subject was 4 or 

28,57%, errors belong to missing verbs, missing subject and verb, dependent clause 

was 0 or 0%, errors belong to fused sentence was 1 or 7,14%, and error belong to 

comma splice was 9 or 64,28%. It means that the most dominant common of errors 

in English news online journalist is comma splice.  
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B. Suggestion 

 After analysis the data of English news online journalist in constructions 

compound sentence, the researcher hopes that the stake holder such as below: 

1. To readers and students of linguistics 

 It can add and increase their knowledge about error analysis and can help them 

it comprehending the text. 

 

2. To other researcher  

 It can increase the knowledge in error analysis and can share to the people who 

want to research in this field 
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