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ABSTRACT 

Indah Yuspita. 1602050064. “Semantic Analysis of Hyponymy on The Happy 

Prince Short Story by Oscar Wilde”. Skripsi. English Education Program. 

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education. University of Muhammadiyah 

Sumatera Utara. Medan. 2020. 

The study entitled “Hyponymy Analysis on The Happy Prince Short Story by Oscar 

Wilde”discussescategory of hyponymy dominantly found in The Happy Prince short 

story, how hyponymy is used in The Happy Prince short storyand why the dominant 

category of hyponymy used in The Happy Prince. The objective of this study is 1) to 

find out the most dominant hyponymy category in The Happy Prince short story 2) to 

describe how hyponymy is used in The Happy Prince short story, and 3) to figure out 

why the dominant category of hyponymy used in The Happy Prince short story. 

Cruse (2002) theory is used to analyzed hyponymy words. Research method applies 

qualitative descriptive. The source of this study isThe Happy Prince short story by 

Oscar Wilde. And the data used in this study are data words that are includes in 

hyponymy. The finding of this study is the researcher found 60 words of hyponymy 

in the data which is divied into 19 categories namely: number, reptile, mammals, 

bugs, bird, colour, sex, male, woman, fruit, occupation, size, sense, part of body, 

appearance, place, season, time, and flower. Part of body as the dominant category of 

hyponymy with 10 words that the researcher found in this short story because uses 

human as the objects in the story. 

Keywords: Lexical relation, hyponymy, short story 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

According to Jhon I. Seed (2016) “Semantic is the study of meaning of 

communicated language”. The meaning of language has an important role so that 

what is communicated to other people or readers in a literary work will be 

understood and the message made by the researcher will be conveyed.Semantics 

is the branch of linguistics devoted to the investigation of linguistic meaning, the 

interpretation of expressions in a language system (Chierchia, & Mcconell, 1992). 

Chomsky (in Chaer, 2009, p.285) stated the importance of semantics in the study 

of linguistics, semantics studies as part of linguistic studies are becoming 

increasingly considered.  

In Indonesia, there are many short story books that are packaged according 

to children’s style. Not only in the form of Indonesian, many short story books 

originating from foreign poets in English. Encyclopedia Britannica Classic (2014) 

defines the short story as a brief fictional narrative process that is shorter than a 

novel and that usually deals with only a few characters. The short story is usually 

concerned with a single effect in only one or a few significant episodes or scenes. 

It is also defined as a short written story usually dealing with few characters: a 

short work of fiction or an invented prose narrative shorter than a novel usually 
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dealing with a few characters and aiming at the unity of effect and often 

concentrating on the creation mood than plot . 

Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde, also known as Oscar Wilde, is a 

novelist, poet and short story researcher from Ireland. One of the short stories he 

wrote was titled “The Happy Prince”. This short story is one of the other short 

stories in a book collection of short stories for children published in 1888. The 

Happy Prince is a short story that tells of a happy prince who died and his statue 

was made to commemorate it. After reading this story, many researchers use 

hyponymy words such as boys, prince, father, young man. According to Murphy 

(2003) “Hyponymy is a central notion in many models of the Lexicon due to its 

inference-invoking nature, its importance in definition, and its relevance to 

selectional restrictions in grammar”.Hyponymy is a less familiar term to most 

people than either synonymy or antonymy, but it refers to a much more important 

sense relation. It describes what happens when we say ‘An X is a kind of Y’–A 

daffodil is a kind of flower, or simply, A daffodil is a flower.” (Crystal, 2003). 

While Rowe and Levine (2016) state that “Hyponyms are more specific words 

that constitute a subclass of a more general word.” 

In everyday life, many people like to read novels, short stories, comics, 

magazines and even like to watch movies or dramas. Unconsciously we also use 

examples of words from hyponymy when we speak. Hyponymy is also used in the 

writing of novels, short stories, movie scripts, magazines and others. Hyponymy 

has an important role to increase vocabulary in grouping words. Hyponymy has 

many categories, sometimes difficult to put into which category a word is. This is 
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a strong reason for the researcher to research hyponymy. The researcher uses The 

Happy Prince short story as the object of research, this is because the researcher 

finds many examples of the word hyponymy in The Happy Prince short story, 

which is a short story published in 1880 by Oscar Wilde, a very influential 

researcher in the world of literature at that time. 

 

B. The Identification of the Study 

Based on the background of the study, the identifications of the study are: 

1. Unconsciouness of the existence of hyponymy when reading 

novels, short stories, magazines and others. 

2. Hyponymy has many categories, sometimes difficult to put into 

which category a word is. 

3. Many examples of the word hyponymy in The Happy Prince short 

story 

C. The Scope and Limitation 

This research focuses on semantic analysis of hyponomy and its 

limitations on hyponymy. 

D. The Formulation of the Study 

Based on background of the study above, it can be arranged the problems 

of the study are as follows: 

1. What category of hyponymy is dominantly found in The Happy Prince 

short story?  
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2. How hyponymy is used in The Happy Prince short story? 

3. Why the dominant category of hyponymy used in The Happy Prince 

short story? 

 

E. The Objective of the Study 

Based on the formulation of the study, the objective of study are: 

1. To find out the most dominant hyponymy category in The Happy 

Prince short story. 

2. To describe how hyponymy is used in The Happy Prince short story. 

3. To figure out why the dominant category of hyponymy used in The 

Happy Prince short story 

 

F. The Significance of the Study 

The significances of this study are : 

1. Theoritically (the results of this research expected to enrich the 

reader’s comprehension in hyponymy). 

2. Practically 

a. This study can be served as reference for the students and giving 

better understanding about hyponymy and process to analysis the 

hyponymy in literary works such ahort story. 

b. As the additional information for the readers about the semantic 

analysis of hyponymy in literary works. 
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c. For others researchers who want to do the further research can use 

this study as the reference and relevant study in similar topic. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. Description of Semantic 

Semantic is the study of meaning in wide sense that is communicated by 

language (Leech,1981). Semantic is an important role regarding the case of 

communication. It is because the language has the means to speaker regarding 

conveying or communicating the meaning of his/her for the listener. Lyons (1995) 

defines semantics as the study of meaning and linguistic semantics as the study of 

meaning in so far as it is systematically encoded in the vocabulary and grammar 

of natural languages. Its means that semantic discuss the meaning every word a 

grammar in the written work. According to Saeed (2016) Semantics is the study of 

meaning communicated through language. The language that we used in 

communication has meaning, so that the person we are talking to can understand 

what we are talking about and can capture important points in the coversation or 

papers based on that the meaning. According to Hurford (2007:1), semantic is the 

study of meaning in language, whereas lexical relation describes relationship 

among word meaning. 

Then, Gennaro (1992) said that semantics is the branch of linguistics 

devoted to the investigation of linguistic meaning, the interpretation of 

expressions in a language system. Therefore, object of study in semantics is the 
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meaning of the language. More precisely, the meaning of language units such as 

words, phrases, clauses, sentences, and discourse. Language has a level-level 

analysis, i.e. phonology, morphology, and syntax. There are several types of 

semantics, which are distinguished based on the level or part of the learned 

language is the lexicon of the language, the semantic type is called lexical 

semantics. Lexical semantics concerns to lexical meaning. The field that examines 

the lexical semantics according to its principles called lexicology. Lexical 

meaning can also be interpreted in accordance with the guidelines, meaning that 

according to the observation results of the five senses, or the meaning that is real 

in our lives. According to Lyons (1995) „The noun, lexeme‟ is of course related 

to the words „lexical and lexicon, (we can think of, lexicon‟ as having the same 

meaning as vocabulary or dictionary). In the lexical semantic meanings 

investigated the lexemes of a language. Therefore, the meaning of lexeme is 

called lexical meaning. Lexemes are terms commonly used semantics to specify a 

meaningful language. 

 

2. Description of Lexical Relation 

In the literature, these relations are usually called lexical relations or 

semantic relations, and sometimes those two terms are used contrastively. The 

term lexical relation is used here to indicate any paradigmaticrelation 

amongwords,not just a semantic relation. So, lexical relations include phonetic 

relations (such as rhyme or alliteration), morphological relations (such as 

inflectional variation), and morpho-syntactic relations (such as co-membership in 



8 

 

8 

 

a grammatical category). Again, a caveat is in order. The term lexical relations is 

ambiguous, in that it could refer to relations among words (on a page, in a mind,or 

wherever they might exist) or to relations (among lexical items) within the mental 

lexicon (Murphy, 2003). 

Then, Lyons (1977) said that meaning property is one of several features 

or component which together can be said to make up the meaning of a word or 

utterance.  The term of lexical meaning relations is the meaning of various 

relationships contained in a word or lexeme. Meaning of the words forming its 

own pattern, the pattern of links or relations lexical semantics. Link between the 

tangible words are homonymy, polysemy, synonymy, opposites (antonym), 

hyponymy, meronymy, member collection, and portion-mass. The embodiment 

link of those meaning can be grouped as follows:  

1. The relation between lexical form and lexical meaning which involves:  

a. Synonymy : More than one form related to one    meaning  

b. Polysemy  : The same form which has more than    one meaning  

2. The relation between the two meanings which involves:  

a. Opposites : The position of a meaning outside of    the other meaning.  

b. Hyponymy : The scope of meaning in a different    meanings  
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3. The relation between the two forms which involves:  

a. Homonym : the form refers to two different   referents.  

b. Homophones :  a sound refers to the two forms and     two different 

referents.  

All of lexical relations and meaning properties can be differentiated by 

looking all the words or sentences. 

2.1 Types of Lexical Relation 

Saeed (1997) said that there are a number of different types of lexical 

relation. A particular lexeme may be simultaneously in a number of these 

relations, so that it may be more accurate to think of the lexicon as a network or 

link. The meaning of words or lexemes in a language which will form a pattern 

which is called link meaning. This indicates that the word or lexeme as a sign of 

language composed of form and meaning.  According to  Rambaud (2012) since 

there a number of lexical relations in each language a particular lexeme can be in 

a number of these relations simultaneously. Therefore it is more accurate to see 

the lexicon much more as a network than as a listing of words in a dictionary as 

Saeed proposes. We will now look at the different types of lexical relations. 
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2.1.1 Homonymy 

When the same phonological unit has two or more unrelated senses we 

have a case of homonymy. Certain authors distinguish between homographs and 

homophones. Homographs are unrelated senses of the same written word whereas 

homophones are unrelated senses of the same spoken word. For example: 

Word Homonymy Sentence 

Left (past tense) 

Left (adverb) 

She left the hotel yesterday 

Turn left at the post office 

Light (noun) 

Light (adjective) 

The hurricane damaged many 

traffic lights 

I prefer a light color for my 

furniture 

Match (noun) 

Match (noun) 

He can light a fire with one 

match 

I will watch the live match 

online 

 

2.1.2 Polysemy 

Both polysemy and homonymy are lexical relations that deal with multiple 

senses of the same phonological unit. However, polysemy is used if the senses are 

considered to be related and homonymy if the senses invoked are considererd to 

be unrelated. From the lexicographical point of view, this distinction is 



11 

 

11 

 

important.Polysemy is used in semantics and lexical analysis to describe the word 

with multiple meanings. A well-known problem in semantics is how to decide 

whether we are dealing with a single polysemous word or with two or more 

homonyms. Both of terms have distinctions, such as:  

1. Polysemy comes from one word, while homonym comes from two 

words or more.  

2. The meaning in Polysemy still has relation with the basic meaning, 

while the meaning in homonym has no relation. 

Different polysemous senses are listed under the same lexical entry, whereas 

different homonyms are given separate entries. Lexicographers use the criteria of 

relatedness to identify polysemy. The source of polysemy is frequently 

metaphorical. For example: 

Word A set of different meanings 

1. Back Human back 

 The back of chair 

The back football player 

2. Run a man runs 

 Life runs smoothly 

Rivers run into the sea 

33.  Foot Human foot 

 The foot of a bed 

The foot of a mountain 
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2.1.3 Synonymy 

Synonyms are different phonological words that have the same or very 

similar meanings. Kennedy (2003:68) sai that words that show similar meanings 

are known as synonyms. Kennedy further states that there can never be pure 

synonyms, because “words never have exactly the same context of use, differing 

for example in levels of formality.  For example: a) couch/ sofa (She seats on the 

couch= She seats on the sofa) couch and sofa are synonymy. b) boy/lad(He went 

to the lake with his boy yesterday= He went to the lake with his lad yesterday),c) 

lawyer/attorney(The lawyer defended his client with all his might= The attorney 

defended his client with all his might). Perfect synonyms are rare; most frequently, 

synonyms have different ranges of distribution depending on a variety of 

parameters. Saeed explains how certain synonyms belonged to different dialects in 

the past and then they became synonyms to speakers of both dialects and gives the 

example of the Irish English press and British English cupboard. It is also possible 

that the words belong to different registers (informal, formal, literary etc.): wife or 

spouse are more formal than old lady or missus. Synonyms may also have certain 

collocational restrictions. 
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2.1.4 Antonyms 

Antonyms are words which are opposite in meaning. However, there are 

different ways in which one word is opposed to another word; that is, it is possible 

to identify different types of relationships under the general label of opposition. 

a. Simple antonyms. In this relation the positive of one term implies 

the negative of the other. These pairs are often called binary pairs or 

complementary pairs: a) alive/dead (Our alive and dead is in the hands 

of God). B) pass / fail (There are only 3 students who pass from state 

universities, while those who fail will try again next year). 

b. Gradable antonyms. This concept is extensively explained by Cruse 

and others. However, we will follow Saeed closely for his pedagogical 

approach. He explains that antonymy is a kind of relationship between 

opposites where the positive of one term does not necessarily imply 

the negative of the other. For example: a) rich/ poor(I’m rich, i’m not 

poor). b) fast / slow (Rabbits run fast while the turtles are so slow). C) 

tall/ short (, clever / stupid, near / far, interesting /boring 

2.1.5 Reserve 

The prototypical reverse relation is a relation between terms describing 

movement, where one term describes movement in one direction and the other the 

same movement in the opposite direction. For example: a) pull / push (Please 

push to enter and pull to exit!) on a swing door tells you in which direction to 

apply force. Other such pairs are: b) come/go(Many peopke come and go from this 
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city), go /return, ascend /descend. The following terms can also be called reverses 

when describing motion: up / down, in / out, right / left (turn) And, by extension, 

verbs referring to processes that can be reversed can also be identified as reverse 

antonyms: inflate / deflate, expand /contract, fill/ empty, knit / unravel. 

2.1.6 Converses 

Converses are terms which describe a relation between two entities from 

alternate points of view, as in: own / belong to above / below employer / 

employee.  For example: a) John owns this house, so we automatically know that 

This house belongs to John. b)Maria is Philip’s employer, so we know that Philip 

is Maria’s employee. This is part of the speaker’s lexical or semantic knowledge 

of the English language. The two sentences below are paraphrases and can be 

used to describe the same situation: My office is above the cafeteria / The 

cafeteria is below my office. 

Converses are species of synonym that requires reordering of noun phrases 

(Griffiths, 2006:32). Converses are also sense relation between comparative forms 

of antonym pairs like richer and poorer, and so on.Converses are synonyms 

because they generate mutual entailment as can be seen in the following example: 

a. The President is richer than the Vice President. B. The Vice President is poorer 

than The President. C. The President is poorer than The Vice President.  
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Car 

Wheel engine 

 

door window 

piston valve etc 

2.1.7 Hyponymy 

Hyponymy is a relation of inclusion that operates among groups of words. 

A hyponymy includes the meaning of a more general word.In linguistics and 

lexicography, hyponymy is a term used to designate a particular member of a 

broader class. For instance, daisy and rose are hyponyms of flower also called a 

subtype or a subordinate term and its adjective is hyponymic. (Nordquist, 2017)  

2.1.8 Meronymy 

This term describes a part-whole relationship between lexical items. It can 

be described as X is part of Y. For example, 

 

     

 

 

 

 

This relation is also a hierarchical relation, somewhat like a taxonomy. 

However meronymic hierarchies are less regular and less clear-cut than 

taxonomies. Meronyms vary in how necessary the part is to the whole. One 

important difference between hyponyms and meronyms is that hyponymy is 
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almost always a transitive relationship whereas meronymy may or may not be 

transitive. 

A meronymy is a name for a part, and not merely a piece, of a larger 

whole. Human languages have many words that name parts of things, but few 

words that name pieces. Cruse (1986: 158–159) lists three differences between 

parts and pieces. First, a part has autonomous identity: many shops sell auto 

mobile parts which have never been structurally integrated into an actual car. A 

piece of a car, on the other hand, must have come from a complete car. (Few 

shops sell pieces of automobile.) Second, the boundaries of a part are motivated 

by some kind of natural boundary or discontinuity — potential for separation or 

motion relative to neighboring parts, joints (e.g. in the body), difference in 

material, narrowing of connection to the whole, etc. The boundaries of a piece are 

arbitrary. Third, a part typically has a definite function relative to the whole, 

whereas this is not true for pieces. 

2.1.9 Taxonomic Sisters 

Taxonomies are classification systems. Sometimes, antonymy is applied to 

terms that are at the same level in a taxonomy. The set of colours in English is an 

example of a taxonomy. There are closed taxonomies, such as the days of the 

week, or open taxonomies, such as the range of flavours of ice-cream sold in an 

ice-cream parlour, as Saeed exemplifies. Someone can always come up with a 

new flavour and extend the taxonomy. Because taxonomies typically have a 

hierarchical structure, we also need terms to describe vertical relations as well as 
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horizontal “sisterhood” relations. We then follow Saeed to introduce now some 

terms that describe this kind of vertical relation such as hyponymy. 

Cruse notes that taxonomy often involves terms that name natural kinds 

(e.g., names of species, substances, etc.). Natural kind terms cannot easily be 

paraphrased by a superordinate term plus modifier, as many other words can (see 

§3 below): (20) a. “Stallion” means a male horse. B. “Sunday” means the first day 

of the week. C. ⁇“Beagle” means a dog. D. ⁇“Gold” means a metal. E. ⁇“Dog” 

means a animal. 

We must remember that semantic analysis is concerned with properties of 

the object language, rather than scientific knowledge. The taxonomies revealed by 

linguistic evidence may not always match standard scientific classifications. For 

example, the authoritative Kamus Dewan (a Malay dictionary published by the 

national language bureau in Kuala Lumpur) gives the following definition for 

labah-labah ‘spider’: 

(21) labah-labah: sejenis serangga yang berkaki lapan ‘spider: a kind of 

insect that has eight legs’ 

This definition provides evidence that in Malay, labah-labah ‘spider’ is a 

taxonym of serangga ‘insect’ ,even though standard zoological classifications 

donot classify spiders as insects. (Thought question: does this mean that serangga 

is not an accurate translation equivalent for the English word insect?) Similar 

examples can be found in many different languages. For example, in 

Tuvaluan(aPolynesian language), thewordsfor‘turtle’and‘dolphin/whale’are 
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taxonyms of ikan ‘fish’. The fact that turtles, dolphins and whales are not 

zoologically classified as fish is irrelevant to our analysis of the lexical structure 

of Tuvaluan. 

2.1.10 Taxonomies and Antalogies 

There is a relation between the two concepts. While a taxonomy is 

basically a classification device where there are usually one or two types of 

relation, ontologies tend to include much more complex systems. In addition, 

ontologies describe the type of entities involved and make explicit the type of 

dependency relations that relate its components. Saeed emphasizes the fact that 

these classifications tells us a lot about how the human mind and culture are 

organized, which is why taxonomies are of interest to anthropologists and 

linguists alike. One special sub-case of taxonomy is the adult-young relation that 

can be shown in the following table: 

Dog Puppy 

Cat Kitten 

Cow Calf 

Pig Piglet 

Duck Duckling 

Swan Cygnet 

  

Most domestic animals get a more personalized lexical treatment and 

lexicalize gender, as in: dog bitch bull caw hog sow drake duck For certain 
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authors, taxonomy, understood as a type of relation, is a subtype of hyponymy 

(Cruse, 1986, 2004) in that a taxonym must engage with the meaning of its 

superordinate in a particular way, by further specifying what is distinctive about 

it. Thus a taxonomy is a more specific hyponymy. In the case of A strawberry 

blonde is a type of blonde, the key distinctive characteristic of a blonde is the 

possession of a fair hair and strawberry blonde makes it more precise. If we 

contrast it with A blonde is a type of woman we see that the characteristic feature 

of a woman in the class of human beings is her sex, thus blonde does not serve to 

specify this any further; hence it cannot represent a type and it is not a taxonym. 

Cruse also explains how a similar contrast can be seen between A mustang is a 

type of horse where we have a case of taxonomy and A stallion is a type of horse 

where stallion specifies sex, but this specification is not what distinguishes horses 

from other animals and we have no taxonomy but hyponymy.  

 

3. The Description of Hyponymy 

According to Saeed (2016) “Hyponymy is a relation of inclusion. A 

hyponymy includes the meaning of a more general word. “ It talks about the 

meaning of specific words such as red and blue which indicate a general 

classification of words namely color. Hyponymy (Greek hypo ‘under’) is the 

lexical relation described in English by the phrase kind / type / sort of. A chain of 

hyponyms defines a hierarchy of elements: sports car is a hyponym of car since a 
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sports car is a kind of car, and car, in turn, is a hyponym of vehicle since a car is a 

kind of vehicle. 

In linguistics and lexicography, hyponym is a term used to designate a 

particular member of a broader class. For instance, daisy and rose are hyponyms 

of flower also called a subtype or a subordinate term and its adjective is 

hyponymic. (Nordquist, 2017) Words that are hyponyms of the same broader term 

(that is, a hypernym) are called co-hyponyms. The semantic relationship between 

each of the more specific words (such as daisy and rose) and the broader term 

(flower) is called hyponymy or inclusion. (Nordquist, 2017)  Hyponymy is not 

restricted to nouns. The verb to see, for example, has several hyponyms—glimpse, 

stare, gaze, ogle, and so on. Edward Finnegan points out that although “hyponymy 

is found in all languages, the concepts that have words in hyponymic relationships 

vary from one language to the next” (Finegan, 2008).  Hyponymy is a less 

familiar term to most people than either synonymy or antonymy, but it refers to a 

much more important sense relation. It describes what happens when we say ‘An 

X is a kind of Y’–A daffodil is a kind of flower, or simply, A daffodil is a 

flower.” (Crystal, 2003). While Rowe and Levine (2016) state that “Hyponyms 

are more specific words that constitute a subclass of a more general word.” 

3.1 How to Analyze of Hyponymy words 

Cruse (1994, 2000c, 2002) proposes that hyponymy should be treated as a 

prototype category, and that taxonyms are central members of the hyponym 

category. In his most recent attempt at listing the prototypical features of 
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hyponyms (2002), he includes the following six, of which the first two are most 

heavily weighted: 

Features for determining the goodness-of-exemplar rating for X is a 

hyponym of Y: 

i. There is no “categorial incongruity” between X and Y.  

ii. The truth of A is Xleads to an expectation of the truth of A is Y, 

which is greater than the reverse expectation. 

iii. Expressions of the form An X is a kind/sort/type/variety of Y are 

normal. 

iv. No lexical item Z is a hyponym of Y and a superordinate of X.  

v. The extra specificity that distinguishes X from Y is central to the 

meaning of X. 

vi. X and Y match in their non-propositional features (register, 

expressiveness, etc.). 

 This more general term is usually called hypernym or superordinate. The 

words related by hyponymy are usually part of semantic networks that form 

hierarchical taxonomies where the more general term is placed on top of the 

hierarchy. This relation can be described as a “kind of ” or “type of ” relation. For 

example, A fox terrier is a kind of dog A dog is a kind of mammal A mammal is a 

kind of animal. This relation is also connected to the logical concept of entailment 

in the sense that the meaning of a proposition can be included in the meaning of 

another, more general one. For example: a) I like so many fruits like grapes, pear, 
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watermelon and papaya. Grapes, pear, watermelon and papaya are include 

hyponymy and hypernym of fruits. b) Eating vegetables such as spinach, lettuce 

and cabbage makes our body healthier. Spinach, lettuce and cabbage are include 

hyponymy and hypernym of vegetables. c) There are many cities in Indonesia 

such as Medan, Jakarta, Yogyakarta and Lombok. Medan, Jakarta, Yogyakarta, 

and Lombok are include hyponymy and hypernym of cities. 

3.2The Example of Hyponymy in The Short Story 

Example of Hyponymy in The Young King short story by Oscar Wilde: 

The Young King 

by Oscar Wilde 

[TO MARGARET LADY BROOKE – THE RANEE OF 

SARAWAK] 

It was the night before the day fixed for his coronation, and the young 

King was sitting alone in his beautiful chamber. His courtiers had all taken their 

leave of him, bowing their heads to the ground, according to the ceremonious 

usage of the day, and had retired to the Great Hall of the Palace, to receive a few 

last lessons from the Professor of Etiquette; there being some of them who had 

still quite natural manners, which in a courtier is, I need hardly say, a very grave 

offence. 

The lad– for he was only a lad, being but sixteen years of age – was not 

sorry at their departure, and had flung himself back with a deep sigh of relief on 
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the soft cushions of his embroidered couch, lying there, wild-eyed and open-

mouthed, like a brown woodland Faun, or some young animal of the forest newly 

snared by the hunters. 

And, indeed, it was the hunters who had found him, coming upon him 

almost by chance as, bare-limbed and pipe in hand, he was following the flock of 

the poor goatherd who had brought him up, and whose son he had always fancied 

himself to be. The child of the old King’s only daughter by a secret marriage 

with one much beneath her in station – a stranger, some said, who, by the 

wonderful magic of his lute-playing, had made the young Princess love him; 

while others spoke of an artist from Rimini, to whom the Princess had shown 

much, perhaps too much honour, and who had suddenly disappeared from the 

city, leaving his work in the Cathedral unfinished – he had been, when but a 

week old, stolen away from his mother’s side, as she slept, and given into the 

charge of a common peasant and his wife, who were without children of their 

own, and lived in a remote part of the forest, more than a day’s ride from the 

town. Grief, or the plague, as the court physician stated, or, as some suggested, a 

swift Italian poison administered in a cup of spiced wine, slew, within an hour of 

her wakening, the white girl who had given him birth, and as the trusty messenger 

who bare the child across his saddle-bow stooped from his weary horse and 

knocked at the rude door of the goatherd’s hut, the body of the Princess was 

being lowered into an open grave that had been dug in a deserted churchyard, 

beyond the city gates, a grave where it was said that another body was also lying, 

that of a young man of marvelous and foreign beauty, whose hands were tied 
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behind him with a knotted cord, and whose breast was stabbed with many red 

wounds. 

In the short story above, hyponymy is found in several categories, namely: 

a) Hyponymy: young King, the lad, the old king and young man. 

There are included in the male category. 

b) Hyponymy: beautiful. This is included in the appearance 

category because in this short story, the word of “beautiful” 

describes physicality of a chamber. 

c) Hyponymy:  head, hand. There are included in the part of body 

category. 

d) Hyponymy: Great Hall of the Palace, the Cathedral, churchyard. 

There are included in the Place category because there are name 

of place. 

e) Hyponymy: sixteen. This is included in the number category 

because in this short story, sixteen describes about the age of the 

lad. 

f) Hyponymy: brown and red. There are included in the colour 

category. 

g) Hyponymy: daughter, young princess, the princess, mother, and 

wife. There are included in the female category. 

h) Hyponymy: horse. This is included in the animal category. 

i) Hyponymy: goatherd’s. This is included in the occupation 

category. 
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4. Short Story 

Short story is a story that contains a fantasy, an animal, and also fairies 

aimed at children. A short story is a short work or fiction. Fiction is considered as 

a process of writing about imagined events and characters. The writing process 

differs from poetry in that it does not depend on verses, meters or rhymes for its 

organization and presentation (American Literary Classic, 2004). Shaw (1983) 

elucidated it as the short story is an independent yet hybrid genre, which connects 

with other art forms at various points and keeps eluding the definition except as an 

interplay of tensions and anti-thesis. Novels are another example of fictional prose 

and are much longer than short stories. 

5. Biography of Oscar Wilde 

Oscar Fingal O’Flahertie Wills Wilde was born on October 16, 1854 in 

Dublin, Ireland. His father, William Wilde and his mother, Jane Francesca Elgee. 

Wilde wa a bright and bookish child. He attended the Portora Royal School at 

Enniskillen where he fell in love with greek and Roman studies. In 1878, the year 

of his graduation, his poem “Ravenna” won the Newdigate Prize for the best 

English verse composition by anxford undergraduate. 

Wilde moved to London to live with his friend, Frank Miles, a popular 

portraitist among London’s high society. There, he continued to focus on writing 

poetry, publishing his first collection, Poems, in 1881. On may 29, 1884, Wilde 

married a wealthy Englishwoman named Constance Lloyd. They had two sons: 

Cyrill born in 1885 and Vyvyan, born in 1886. Beginning in 1888, while he was 
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still serving as editor of Lady’s World, Wilde entered a seven-year period of 

furious creativity during which he produced nearly all of his great literary works. 

In 1888, seven years after he wrote Poems, Wilde published The Happy 

Princeand Other Tales, a collection of children’s stories. On November 30, 1900 

at the age of 46, Wilde died because meningitis. 

6. Synopsis of “The Happy Prince” Short Story 

The Happy Prince tells the story of a happy prince who lives in 

magnificent palace and always spends time playing with his friends. Time passed, 

he died. Then he built a tall statue in the city to commemorate it. A layer of pure 

gold, his eyes were of sapphire, the hilt of his sword was given a ruby, but his 

heart was made of lead. One night, there was a Swallow that landed on the statue. 

Swallow saw that the statue wa moved to tears. Then the statue tells the story of a 

child wo wants an orange but his parents don’t have the money to buy it and tells 

the Swallow to take the ruby stone he has on his sword to give to the child. And 

so om, the prince asked the Swallow to give what he had to people who were less 

fortunate because the prince wanted to see them happy. 

B. Previews Relevant Studies 

Studies on Hyponymy have been concucted over the years and across the 

world such as Sadeili Telaumbanua and Edison Sihombing (2017), they both did 

study entitled Semantic Analysis of Hyponymy in the Short Story “The Voyage”, 

Lailatuz Zakiyah and Zakrimal (2020), they both did study entitled Semantic 

Analysis of Hyponym in The “Fast and Furious”.  That give important 
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information that’s related to what the researcher need to this study as well as to 

enrich knowledge about hyponymywhich helps the researcher accomplishing this 

research. 

1. Sadeili Telaumbanua and Edison Sihombing (2017), they both did 

study entitled Semantic Analysis of Hyponymy in the Short Story 

“The Voyage. The objectives of this study are to find out the dominant 

category of hyponymy in short story of the voyage and to find out the 

least dominant category of hyponymy in short story of the voyage. 

This study use research method descriptive qualitative. The data are 

taken by comprised of words or phrases that belong to certain group 

word category. The researcher scrutinize the short story book in order 

to find words or phrases that fall under certain type of hyponymy. 

Upon identifying the data, the researcher analyzed the categories of 

hyponymy found in the short story of the Voyage and discovered that 

there are 22 types of hyponymy category in the book of the Voyages. 

These include Transportation, Number, Animal, Bird, Color, Food, 

Sex, Male, Women, Room, Clothes, Feather, Finger, Drink, Fruit, 

Occupation, Size, Distance, sense, Age, Part of body, Appearance. 

2. Lailatuz Zakiyah and Zakrimal (2020), they both did study entitled 

Semantic Analysis of Hyponym in The “Fast and Furious”. The 

objectives of this study to find the hyponym hierarchy and find out the 

relationship in Fast and Furioud 8. The method in this research is 

descriptive qualitative using observation and non-participatory in 
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collecting data and using informal methods in presenting results. Data 

were analyzed based on the association with hyponym by referring to 

semantic analysis. There are found 50 words included in hyponym. 

There are several categories of hyponym found such as family, 

transportation, color, appearance, number, object, country, size, 

animals, and parts of body. Then broken down into (8) hyponym of 

the family, (7) hyponym of transportation, (3) color of hyponym, (1) 

hyponym of appearance, (11) hyponym of numbers, (6) hyponym of 

objects, (4) hyponym of country, (2) hyponym of size, (3) hyponym of 

animal and (5) hyponym with parts of body. Based on the result, the 

conclusion can be taken that hyponym of number is the most 

dominant of hyponym categories.   

 

C. Conceptual Framework 

Hyponymy is a grouping of words that fall into one category. This study 

concerned with analyzed of hyponymy and identify words of hyponymy then the 

words are entered according to their respective categories. Based on Cruse theory 

(2002), he includes the following six, of which the first two are most heavily 

weighted features for determining the goodness-of-exemplar rating for X is a 

hyponym of Y.  In this research, the researcher identified words of hyponymy on 

The Happy Prince Short Story then analyzed by categorizing hyponymy on The 

Happy Prince Short Story and elaborated the most dominant hyponymy category, 

as seen in the conceptual framework below: 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

A. Research Design 

This study uses a descriptive qualitative research design. According to 

Mukhtar (2013: 10) a descriptive qualitative research method is a method used by 

researchers to find knowledge or theories of research at one particular time. The 

object of this study is the short story of The Happy Prince by Oscar Wilde. The 

purpose of this research is to find out the most dominant hyponymy category in 

The Happy Prince short story.To figure out why the dominant category of 

hyponymy used in The Happy Prince short story and the last to describe how 

hyponymy is used in The Happy Prince short story. 

B. Source of Data 

The source of this study isThe Happy Prince short story by Oscar Wilde 

consist 6 pages. And the data used in this study are 60 words that are categorized 

as hyponymy. To analyzed hyponymy words the reseacher used Cruse (2002) 

theory contained in Semantic Relations and Lexicon E-book by M. Lynne 

Murphy. 

C. The Technique of Collecting Data 

In collecting the data, the researcher did several ways such as the 

following steps: 

1. Read the The Happy Prince Short Story. 
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2. Selecting words or phrase which contain hyponymy words in the short 

story. 

3. Collecting the hyponymy words found in the short story. 

4. Documenting the collected words by taking a note. 

 

D. The Technique of Data Analysis 

Data analysis uses the analysis model from Miles and Huberman 

(1994:12) which divides analysis activities into several part, namely: data 

collection, data reduction, data presentation, and drawing conclusion or data 

verification. The diagram can be seen as the below: 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3.1 Diagram The Analysis model from Miles and Huberman (1994:12) 

 

Generally, data analysis in this research will conduct through the stages as 

follows:  

1. Collecting the information or data by identifying words that contain 

hyponymy words. 

Data 

collections 

Data 

presentation 

Data reduction 
Data 

verification 
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2. Carefully and classifying the categories of each group of words then 

the words were placed in a table according to each classification.  

3. After being classified according to their categories, count the words or 

phrases in each column in the table and the total words to get the 

number of dominant hyponymy categories. 

4. Lastly, concludes the data 
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CHAPTER IV 

DATA ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS 

 

A. Data Analysis 

The data of this research were taken from words which included 

hyponymy in The Happy Prince short story by Oscar Wilde. The researcher found 

60 words of hyponymy in the data which is divied into types of category based on 

the theory of Cruse (2002). 

Some steps proposed by Miles and Huberman theory were applied in the 

description of data,such as;data collection, data reduction, data presentation, and 

drawing conclusion. Those steps were used to describe the objective of this 

research;to find out the category of hyponymy dominantly used in The Happy 

Prince short story, to figure out how hyponymy is used in The Happy Prince short 

story and to elaborate why the dominant category of hyponymy is used in The 

Happy Prince short story. The analysis of those problems was presented below: 

 

1. The Dominant Category of Hyponymy used in The Happy Prince short 

story 

After identifying the source of data, it was found 60 words which were 

categorized as hyponymy. The data was classified into the category of hyponymy 

as seen in the following table below: 
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Tabel 4.1 Category of Hyponymy found in the Short Story 

Data Words Category of Hyponymy 

1. Two 

Number 

2. Six 

3. Crocodile Reptile 

4. Camel Mammals 

5. Butterflies Bugs 

6. Swallow 

Bird 

7. Dove 

8. Gold 

Colour 

9. Red  

10. White  

11. Yellow 

12. Silver 

13. Green 

14. Pink 

15. Blue 

16. Black 

17. Woman 

Sex 

18. Man 

19. Boy Male 
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20. King 

21. Prince 

22. Youngman 

23. Father 

24. Mother 

Female 25. Lady 

26. Girl 

27. Orange Fruit 

28. The miller 

Occupation 29. Baker 

30. The Mayor 

31. Tall 

Size 32. Large  

33. Long 

34. Eyes Sense 

35. Eyes 

Part of Body 

36. Head 

37. Feet 

38. Face 

39. Cheeks 

40. Heart 

41. Hands  
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42. Neck 

43. Shoulder 

44. Lips 

45. Beautiful Appearance 

46. Cathedral 

Place 

47. Home 

48. City 

49. Palace of Sans-Souci 

50. Garden 

51. Great Hall 

52. Spring 

Season 

53. Autumn 

54. Summer 

55. Winter 

56. Evening 

Time 

57. Night 

58. Lotus flower 

Flower 59. Violet 

60. Rose 

 

Based on the table 4.1, the researcher found 60 words as the data which 

fell into 19 categories of hyponymy, such as; number, reptile, mammals, bugs, 
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birds, color, sex, male, female, fruit, occupation, size, sense, parts of body, 

appearance, place, season, time and flower. Parts of Body was the dominant 

category of hyponymy existed in the story. 

2. The Description of how hyponymyis used in The Happy Prince Short 

Story 

After identifying the short story, there were 60 words found that 

categorized as hyponymy. The data was analyzed into the category of hyponymy 

as seen below: 

 Data 1 : Two 

 Data 2 : Six 

The words ‘two’ and ‘six’ are categorized as number. Because in these 

sentence, ‘For eyes he had two bright shappires’ and ‘His friends had gone away 

to Egypt six weeks before’ two and six describe amount of eyes and weeks. 

 Data 3 : Crocodile 

The word ‘crocodile’ is categorized as reptile. Because crocodile is cold 

blooded animals that have hard skin and very sharp teeth. 

 Data 4 : Camel 

It is categorized as mammals. Because camels are animals that live in the 

desert an reproduce by giving birth. 
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 Data 5 : Butterflies 

It is categorized as bugs. Because butterflies is an bugs that has a pair of 

beautiful wings and sucks the nectar in flower. 

 Data 6 : Swallow  

 Data 7 : Dove 

The words ‘swallow’ and ‘dove’ are categorized as bird. Because  swallow 

and dove are members of the vertebrate group that have feathers and wings. 

 Data 8 : Gold 

 Data 9 : Red 

 Data 10 :White 

 Data 11 : Yellow 

 Data 12 : Silver 

 Data 13 : Green 

 Data 14 : Pink 

 Data 15 : Blue 

 Data 16 : Black 

The words above are categorized as colour. Because its have a certain 

spectrum contained in perfect light. 

 Data 17 : Woman 

 Data 18 : Man 

The words ‘woman’ and ‘man’ are categorized as sex. 
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 Data 19 : Boy 

 Data 20 : King 

 Data 21 : Prince 

 Data 22 : Youngman 

 Data 23 : Father 

The words above are categorized as male. Because these words a call or 

designation for a man according to position and age. 

 Data 24 : Mother 

 Data 25 : Lady 

 Data 26 : Girl 

The words above are categorized as female. Because these words a call or 

designation for a woman according age. 

 Data 27 : Orange 

The word ‘orange’ is categorized as fruits. Because orange is something 

that is edible and has a fresh taste. 

 Data 28 : The miller 

 Data 29 : Baker 

 Data 30 : The mayor 

The words above are categorized as occupation. Because these words are 

the names of professions that have expertise in certain. 

 Data 31 : Tall 
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 Data 32 : Large 

 Data 33 : Long 

The words above are categorized as size. Because these words are 

something that can be measured with a measuring device. 

 Data 34 : Eyes 

The word ‘eyes’ is categorized as sense. Because in this sentence, ‘the 

eyes of the happy prince were filled with tears’. This can be conclude that the eyes 

feel what the happy prince’s heart is feeling so that the tears are shed. 

 Data 35 : Eyes 

 Data 36 : Head 

 Data 37 : Feet 

 Data 38 : Face 

 Data 39 : Cheeks 

 Data 40 : Heart 

 Data 41 : Hands 

 Data 42 : Neck 

 Data 43 : Shoulder 

 Data 44 : Lips 

The words above are categorized as part of body. Because these word 

shows humans as objects in this short story. 

 Data 45 : Beautiful 
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The word ‘beautiful’ is categorized as appearance. Because this word 

shows something that have more value.  

 Data 46 : Cathedral 

 Data 47 : Home 

 Data 48 : City 

 Data 49 : Palace of Sans-Souci 

 Data 50 : Garden 

 Data 51 : Great Hall 

The words above are categorized as place. Because these words shows the 

names of place where humans can live or a gathering place for several 

communities. 

 Data 52 : Spring 

 Data 53 : Autumn 

 Data 54 : Summer 

 Data 55 : Winter 

The words above are categorized as seasons. Because these words a 

climate change phenomenon which lasts about 3 months. 

 Data 56 : Evening 

 Data 57 : Night 

The words above are categorized as time. Because these words shows time 

changing. 
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 Data 58 : Lotus flower 

 Data 59 : Violet 

 Data 60 : Rose 

The words above are categorized as flower. Because these words a kind of 

flower in the world. 

Based on the explanation above, the use hyponymy in the hyponymy in 

The Happy Prince short story is as follows: 

1) A word that is included in a hyponymy category is used to 

complete a sentence so that it becomes a complete sentence and its 

meaning can be understood. 

2) The use of hyponymy itself with the aim of developing story ideas 

that have been initiated by the author of The Happy prince short 

story. 

3. Describing why the dominant category of hyponymy was used in 

The Happy Prince short story 

After analyze the short story, the researcher found that dominantly 

category of hyponymy  is part of body, because in this short story used humans as 

the object. In this story, it is told that there was a Happy Prince who had a bright 

sapphires eyes. He also has golden cheeks that are filled with tears from crying 

seeing the poverty in his city. Besides, The Happy Prince’s heart was also made of 

lead. In this story there is also a dead king who has a pale green jade chain on his 

neck. From up there, the prince could see there was a little girl who was not 
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wearing shoes and without a head covering. The prince could also see a woman in 

a poor house with a thin and shabby face. Swallow is a bird that was asked by the 

prince to help the poor people. Swallow liked to sit on the prince’s shoulder and 

tell him what he saw. Finally, the swallow will die, then the prince asked swallow 

to kiss his lips. After kissing the prince, swallow died right at the prince feet. 

Some data was elaborated below as the dominant category of hyponymy 

that existed in the short story of Happy Prince: 

Data 35 : Eyes, this shows a prince who has a pair of bright sapphire eyes. 

 Data 36 : Head, : in this story, there is a little girl with a lighter who 

doesn’t wear shoes and has no cover on her head. 

 Data 37 : Feet, Swallow died right at the prince’s feet after the bird kissed 

the prince. 

Data 38 : Face, the prince saw a poor house with a woman whose face was 

thin and shabby. 

 Data 39 : Cheeks, the prince’s golden cheeks flooded with tears because 

he had seen All the ugliness and all the misery of his city. 

 Data 40 : Heart, a prince’s heart made of lead 

 Data 41 : Hands, when Swallow entered a young man’s room, the young 

man was burying his head in his hands so that the young man did not see 

the swallow enter.  
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Data 42 : Neck, a king who was on the whip died alone and had a pale 

green jade chain on his neck. 

 Data 43 : Shoulder, Swallow likes to sit on the prince’s shoulder and tell 

him what he has seen in foreign lands. 

Data 44 : Lips, a prince who asks swallow to kiss his lips right because 

the prince loves the good that the bird has done. 

B. Findings  

Having all the data has been analyzed based on the three research problem, 

the findings are described as the following: 

1. The researcher found there were 60 words categorized as 

hyponymy, andclassified into 19 categories namely: number, reptile, 

mammals, bugs, bird, colour, sex, male, woman, fruit, occupation, size, 

sense, part of body, appearance, place, season, time, and flower. 

2. The use hyponymy in the hyponymy in The Happy Prince short 

story is as follows:A word that is included in a hyponymy category is used 

to complete a sentence so that it becomes a complete sentence and its 

meaning can be understood.The use of hyponymy itself with the aim of 

developing story ideas that have been initiated by the author of The Happy 

prince short story. 

3. Part of body as the dominant category of hyponymy that the 

researcher found in this short story because uses human as the objects in 

the story. This can be seen from the main character of this story, namely 
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The Happy Prince and the many other characters who add to the story’s 

content to be  more complex. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion  

After analyzing whole data, there are some conclusion that are concluded 

by the researcher, they are as follows: 

1. Hyponymy is a relation of inclusion that operates among groups of 

words. A hyponymy includes the meaning of a more general word. In 

linguistics and lexicography, hyponymy is a term used to designate a 

particular member of a broader class. Cruse (1994, 2000c, 2002) proposes 

that hyponymy should be treated as a prototype category, and that taxonyms 

are central members of the hyponym category. In this research, the 

researcher are using hyponymy words as the main data. The data was taken 

from The Happy Prince short story. 

2. The researcher found 60 words of hyponymy in the data which 

were divided into 19 categories namely: number, reptile, mammals, bugs, 

bird, colour, sex, male, woman, fruit, occupation, size, sense, part of body, 

appearance, place, season, time, and flower. 

3. Part of body as the dominant category of hyponymy that the 

researcher found in this short story because uses human as the objects in the 

story. This can be seen from the main character of this story, namely The 
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Happy Prince and the many other characters who add to the story’s content 

to be  more complex. 

B. Suggestion 

The researcher gives suggestion for the future references as the following 

points: 

1. The researcher suggests to readers who want to do analysis the hyponymy 

to be more carefully because when we analyze there will be many 

hyponymy that fall into a category. 

2. The researcher gives a suggestion for readers who want to choose 

hyponymy and more enjoy to analysis, choose what you like as the object. 

3. The researcher are aware that this research is still far from perfectness 

because the limit of her knowledge and ability in collecting the categories 

of hyponymy. However, the researcher hopefully could welcome and 

pleasantly accept the good criticism to make all the contains in this 

research will be better. 



 

48 

 

 

REFERENCES 

 

Alazhar, Pusat Bahasa. 2010. “Semantik”,https://pusatbahasaalazhar.wordpress. 

Com/hakikat-hakiki-kemerdekaan/semantik/, diakses pada tanggal 23 Mei 

2020 pukul 08.34. 

 

Biography.com, Editors. 2019. “Oscar Wilde Biography”, 

https://www.biography.com/researcher/oscar-wilde, diakses pada tanggal 

20 April 2020 pukul 13.15 

Cruse, D. Alan. (2000). Meaning in Language: An Introduction to Semantics and 

 Pragmatics. New York: Oxford University Press. 

Fauzan Dzulfiqar Rahman, N. M. (2015). "Verb of Survival" in Suzanne Collin's 

The Hunger Game. 27-35. 

Griffiths, Patrick. 2006. An Introduction to English Semantics and Pragmatics.  

 Edinburgh University Press Ltd. 

Hulu, A. (2014). Analisis Kesalahan Penggunaan Ejaan Pada Krangan Narasi. 1-

34. 

Ilyas. (2015). Pendidikan Karakter Melalui Homeschooling. Journal of Nonformal 

Education, 91-98. 

Lailatuz Zakiyah, Z. (2020). Semantic Analysis of Hyponym in the "Fast and 

Furious 8". Linguistic, English Education and Art (LEEA) Journal, 45-55. 

Lyons, J. (1977). Semantics. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 doi:10.1017/CBO9780511620614 

 

Miles, Mathew B., dan A. Michael Huberman. 1994. An Expanded Sourcebook:  

 Qualitative Data Analysis. London: Sage Publications. 

Murphy, M. L. (2003). Semantic relations and The Lexicon. New York: 

Cambridge University Press. 

https://pusatbahasaalazhar.wordpress/
https://www.biography.com/writer/oscar-wilde


49 

 

549 

 

Nurdianalina. 2017. "20 Contoh Hyponym dalam Bahasa Inggris". 

https://azbahasainggris.com/contoh-hyponym-dalam-bahasa-inggris, 

diakses pada tanggal 22 Mei 2020 pukul 10.10 

Nurlaila Sari Harahap, U. M. (2019). Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono's Speech The 

Role of The Military in Changing The World: Semantic Analysis. Journal 

of Applied Linguistics and Literature, 130-135. 

Rambaud, M. G. (2012). Basic Semantics. Madrid: Madrid Universtity Press. 

Rini, E. S. 2016. "The Effectiveness of Using Hyponymy in Teaching 

Vocabulary". Thesis. Islamic Education and Teacher Training Faculty. 

 English Department. The State Islamic Institute 

of Surakarta. Surakarta 

 

Sadeili Telaumbanua, E. S. (2017). Semantic Analysis of Hyponymy in the Short 

Story “The Voyage” . International Journal of Linguistics, Literature and 

Culture (LLC) , 95-105. 

Saeed, J. I. (2016). Semantics. Chichester: Blackwell. 

Schutze, C. M. (1999). Foundations of Statistical Natural Language Processing. 

Cambridge: MIT Press. 

 

Tobin, G. B. 2019. "Short Stories", http://www.wilde-online.info/the-happy-

prince.html, diakses pada tanggal 15 April 2020 pukul 10.36. 

 

Wordsmile.com. 2012. “Homonym”. https://www.wordsmile.com/pengertian-

contoh-kalimat-homonym-inggris, diakses pada tanggal 23 Mei 2020 

pukul 09.26 

Zakiyah, W. “Lexical Relation and Meaning Properties in Lingua Journal”. 

Thesis. Faculty of Humanties. English Letters Department. Universitas 

Islam Negeri Maulana Malik Ibrahim. 

 



50 

 

550 

 

 

APPENDIX 

Appendix 1 

Tabel 4.1 Category of Hyponymy found in the Short Story 

Data Words Category of Hyponymy 

1. Two 

Number 

2. Six 

3. Crocodile Reptile 

4. Camel Mammals 

5. Butterflies Bugs 

6. Swallow 

Bird 

7. Dove 

8. Gold 

Colour 

9. Red  

10. White  

11. Yellow 

12. Silver 

13. Green 

14. Pink 

15. Blue 

16. Black 

17. Woman Sex 
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18. Man 

19. Boy 

Male 

20. King 

21. Prince 

22. Youngman 

23. Father 

24. Mother 

Female 25. Lady 

26. Girl 

27. Orange Fruit 

28. The miller 

Occupation 29. Baker 

30. The Mayor 

31. Tall 

Size 32. Large  

33. Long 

34. Eyes Sense 

35. Eyes 

Part of Body 

36. Head 

37. Feet 

38. Face 

39. Cheeks 
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40. Heart 

41. Hands  

42. Neck 

43. Shoulder 

44. Lips 

45. Beautiful Appearance 

46. Cathedral 

Place 

47. Home 

48. City 

49. Palace of Sans-Souci 

50. Garden 

51. Great Hall 

52. Spring 

Season 

53. Autumn 

54. Summer 

55. Winter 

56. Evening 

Time 

57. Night 

58. Lotus flower 

Flower 59. Violet 

60. Rose 
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The Happy Prince  

by Oscar Wilde 

 

 High above the city, on a tall column, stood the statue of the Happy 

Prince. He was gilded all over with thin leaves of fine gold, for eyes he had two 

bright sapphires, and a large red ruby glowed on his sword-hilt. 

 He was very much admired indeed. “He is as beautiful as a weathercock,” 

remarked one of the Town Councillors who wished to gain a reputation for having 

artistic tastes; “only not quite so useful,” he added, fearing lest people should 

think him unpractical, which he really was not. 

“Why can’t you be like the Happy Prince?” asked a sensible mother of her little 

boy who was crying for the moon. “The Happy Prince never dreams of crying for 

anything.” 

“I am glad there is some one in the world who is quite happy,” muttered a 

disappointed man as he gazed at the wonderful statue. 

“He looks just like an angel,” said the Charity Children as they came out of the 

cathedral in their bright scarlet cloaks and their clean white pinafores. 

“How do you know?” said the Mathematical Master, “you have never seen one.” 

“Ah! but we have, in our dreams,” answered the children; and the Mathematical 

Master frowned and looked very severe, for he did not approve of children 

dreaming. 

One night there flew over the city a little Swallow. His friends had gone away to 

Egypt six weeks before, but he had stayed behind, for he was in love with the 

most beautiful Reed. He had met her early in the spring as he was flying down the 

river after a big yellow moth, and had been so attracted by her slender waist that 

he had stopped to talk to her. 

“Shall I love you?” said the Swallow, who liked to come to the point at once, and 

the Reed made him a low bow. So he flew round and round her, touching the 

water with his wings, and making silver ripples. This was his courtship, and it 

lasted all through the summer. 

“It is a ridiculous attachment,” twittered the other Swallows; “she has no money, 

and far too many relations”; and indeed the river was quite full of Reeds. Then, 

when the autumn came they all flew away. 
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After they had gone he felt lonely, and began to tire of his lady-love. “She has no 

conversation,” he said, “and I am afraid that she is a coquette, for she is always 

flirting with the wind.” And certainly, whenever the wind blew, the Reed made 

the most graceful curtseys. “I admit that she is domestic,” he continued, “but I 

love travelling, and my wife, consequently, should love travelling also.” 

“Will you come away with me?” he said finally to her; but the Reed shook her 

head, she was so attached to her home. 

“You have been trifling with me,” he cried. “I am off to the Pyramids. Good-bye!” 

and he flew away. 

All day long he flew, and at night-time he arrived at the city. “Where shall I put 

up?” he said; “I hope the town has made preparations.” 

Then he saw the statue on the tall column. 

“I will put up there,” he cried; “it is a fine position, with plenty of fresh air.” So he 

alighted just between the feet of the Happy Prince. 

“I have a golden bedroom,” he said softly to himself as he looked round, and he 

prepared to go to sleep; but just as he was putting his head under his wing a large 

drop of water fell on him. “What a curious thing!” he cried; “there is not a single 

cloud in the sky, the stars are quite clear and bright, and yet it is raining. The 

climate in the north of Europe is really dreadful. 

The Reed used to like the rain, but that was merely her selfishness.” 

Then another drop fell. 

“What is the use of a statue if it cannot keep the rain off?” he said; “I must look 

for a good chimney-pot,” and he determined to fly away. 

But before he had opened his wings, a third drop fell, and he looked up, and 

saw—Ah! what did he see? 

The eyes of the Happy Prince were filled with tears, and tears were running down 

his golden cheeks. His face was so beautiful in the moonlight that the little 

Swallow was filled with pity. 

“Who are you?” he said. 

“I am the Happy Prince.” 

“Why are you weeping then?” asked the Swallow; “you have quite drenched me.” 

“When I was alive and had a human heart,” answered the statue, “I did not know 

what tears were, for I lived in the Palace of Sans-Souci, where sorrow is not 

allowed to enter. In the daytime I played with my companions in the garden, and 

in the evening I led the dance in the Great Hall. Round the garden ran a very lofty 
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wall, but I never cared to ask what lay beyond it, everything about me was so 

beautiful. My courtiers called me the Happy Prince, and happy indeed I was, if 

pleasure be happiness. So I lived, and so I died. And now that I am dead they have 

set me up here so high that I can see all the ugliness and all the misery of my city, 

and though my heart is made of lead yet I cannot chose but weep.” 

“What! is he not solid gold?” said the Swallow to himself. He was too polite to 

make any personal remarks out loud. 

“Far away,” continued the statue in a low musical voice, “far away in a little street 

there is a poor house. One of the windows is open, and through it I can see a 

woman seated at a table. Her face is thin and worn, and she has coarse, red hands, 

all pricked by the needle, for she is a seamstress. She is embroidering passion-

flowers on a satin gown for the loveliest of the Queen’s maids-of-honour to wear 

at the next Court-ball. In a bed in the corner of the room her little boy is lying ill. 

He has a fever, and is asking for oranges. His mother has nothing to give him but 

river water, so he is crying. Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow, will you not bring 

her the ruby out of my sword-hilt? My feet are fastened to this pedestal and I 

cannot move.” 

“I am waited for in Egypt,” said the Swallow. “My friends are flying up and down 

the Nile, and talking to the large lotus-flowers. Soon they will go to sleep in the 

tomb of the great King. The King is there himself in his painted coffin. He is 

wrapped in yellow linen, and embalmed with spices. Round his neck is a chain of 

pale green jade, and his hands are like withered leaves.” 

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “will you not stay with me 

for one night, and be my messenger? The boy is so thirsty, and the mother so 

sad.” 

“I don’t think I like boys,” answered the Swallow. “Last summer, when I was 

staying on the river, there were two rude boys, the miller’s sons, who were always 

throwing stones at me. They never hit me, of course; we swallows fly far too well 

for that, and besides, I come of a family famous for its agility; but still, it was a 

mark of disrespect.” 

But the Happy Prince looked so sad that the little Swallow was sorry. “It is very 

cold here,” he said; “but I will stay with you for one night, and be your 

messenger.” 

“Thank you, little Swallow,” said the Prince. 

So the Swallow picked out the great ruby from the Prince’s sword, and flew away 

with it in his beak over the roofs of the town. 

He passed by the cathedral tower, where the white marble angels were sculptured. 

He passed by the palace and heard the sound of dancing. A beautiful girl came out 
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on the balcony with her lover. “How wonderful the stars are,” he said to her, “and 

how wonderful is the power of love!” 

“I hope my dress will be ready in time for the State-ball,” she answered; “I have 

ordered passion-flowers to be embroidered on it; but the seamstresses are so lazy.” 

He passed over the river, and saw the lanterns hanging to the masts of the ships. 

He passed over the Ghetto, and saw the old Jews bargaining with each other, and 

weighing out money in copper scales. At last he came to the poor house and 

looked in. The boy was tossing feverishly on his bed, and the mother had fallen 

asleep, she was so tired. In he hopped, and laid the great ruby on the table beside 

the woman’s thimble. Then he flew gently round the bed, fanning the boy’s 

forehead with his wings. “How cool I feel,” said the boy, “I must be getting 

better”; and he sank into a delicious slumber. 

Then the Swallow flew back to the Happy Prince, and told him what he had done. 

“It is curious,” he remarked, “but I feel quite warm now, although it is so cold.” 

“That is because you have done a good action,” said the Prince. And the little 

Swallow began to think, and then he fell asleep. Thinking always made him 

sleepy. 

When day broke he flew down to the river and had a bath. “What a remarkable 

phenomenon,” said the Professor of Ornithology as he was passing over the 

bridge. “A swallow in winter!” And he wrote a long letter about it to the local 

newspaper. Every one quoted it, it was full of so many words that they could not 

understand. 

“To-night I go to Egypt,” said the Swallow, and he was in high spirits at the 

prospect. He visited all the public monuments, and sat a long time on top of the 

church steeple. Wherever he went the Sparrows chirruped, and said to each other, 

“What a distinguished stranger!” so he enjoyed himself very much. 

When the moon rose he flew back to the Happy Prince. “Have you any 

commissions for Egypt?” he cried; “I am just starting.” 

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “will you not stay with me 

one night longer?” 

“I am waited for in Egypt,” answered the Swallow. “To-morrow my friends will 

fly up to the Second Cataract. The river-horse couches there among the bulrushes, 

and on a great granite throne sits the God Memnon. All night long he watches the 

stars, and when the morning star shines he utters one cry of joy, and then he is 

silent. At noon the yellow lions come down to the water’s edge to drink. They 

have eyes like green beryls, and their roar is louder than the roar of the cataract. 
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“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “far away across the city I 

see a young man in a garret. He is leaning over a desk covered with papers, and in 

a tumbler by his side there is a bunch of withered violets. His hair is brown and 

crisp, and his lips are red as a pomegranate, and he has large and dreamy eyes. He 

is trying to finish a play for the Director of the Theatre, but he is too cold to write 

any more. There is no fire in the grate, and hunger has made him faint. 

“I will wait with you one night longer,” said the Swallow, who really had a good 

heart. “Shall I take him another ruby?” 

“Alas! I have no ruby now,” said the Prince; “my eyes are all that I have left. They 

are made of rare sapphires, which were brought out of India a thousand years ago. 

Pluck out one of them and take it to him. He will sell it to the jeweller, and buy 

food and firewood, and finish his play.” 

“Dear Prince,” said the Swallow, “I cannot do that”; and he began to weep. 

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “do as I command you.” 

So the Swallow plucked out the Prince’s eye, and flew away to the student’s 

garret. It was easy enough to get in, as there was a hole in the roof. Through this 

he darted, and came into the room. The young man had his head buried in his 

hands, so he did not hear the flutter of the bird’s wings, and when he looked up he 

found the beautiful sapphire lying on the withered violets. 

“I am beginning to be appreciated,” he cried; “this is from some great admirer. 

Now I can finish my play,” and he looked quite happy. 

The next day the Swallow flew down to the harbour. He sat on the mast of a large 

vessel and watched the sailors hauling big chests out of the hold with ropes. 

“Heave a-hoy!” they shouted as each chest came up. “I am going to Egypt”! cried 

the Swallow, but nobody minded, and when the moon rose he flew back to the 

Happy Prince. 

“I am come to bid you good-bye,” he cried. 

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “will you not stay with me 

one night longer?” 

“It is winter,” answered the Swallow, “and the chill snow will soon be here. In 

Egypt the sun is warm on the green palm-trees, and the crocodiles lie in the mud 

and look lazily about them. My companions are building a nest in the Temple of 

Baalbec, and the pink and white doves are watching them, and cooing to each 

other. Dear Prince, I must leave you, but I will never forget you, and next spring I 

will bring you back two beautiful jewels in place of those you have given away. 

The ruby shall be redder than a red rose, and the sapphire shall be as blue as the 

great sea.” 
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“In the square below,” said the Happy Prince, “there stands a little match-girl. She 

has let her matches fall in the gutter, and they are all spoiled. Her father will beat 

her if she does not bring home some money, and she is crying. She has no shoes 

or stockings, and her little head is bare. Pluck out my other eye, and give it to her, 

and her father will not beat her.” 

“I will stay with you one night longer,” said the Swallow, “but I cannot pluck out 

your eye. You would be quite blind then.” 

“Swallow, Swallow, little Swallow,” said the Prince, “do as I command you.” 

So he plucked out the Prince’s other eye, and darted down with it. He swooped 

past the match-girl, and slipped the jewel into the palm of her hand. “What a 

lovely bit of glass,” cried the little girl; and she ran home, laughing. 

Then the Swallow came back to the Prince. “You are blind now,” he said, “so I 

will stay with you always.” 

“No, little Swallow,” said the poor Prince, “you must go away to Egypt.” 

“I will stay with you always,” said the Swallow, and he slept at the Prince’s feet. 

All the next day he sat on the Prince’s shoulder, and told him stories of what he 

had seen in strange lands. 

He told him of the red ibises, who stand in long rows on the banks of the Nile, and 

catch gold-fish in their beaks; of the Sphinx, who is as old as the world itself, and 

lives in the desert, and knows everything; of the merchants, who walk slowly by 

the side of their camels, and carry amber beads in their hands; of the King of the 

Mountains of the Moon, who is as black as ebony, and worships a large crystal; of 

the great green snake that sleeps in a palm-tree, and has twenty priests to feed it 

with honey-cakes; and of the pygmies who sail over a big lake on large flat leaves, 

and are always at war with the butterflies. 

“Dear little Swallow,” said the Prince, “you tell me of marvellous things, but more 

marvellous than anything is the suffering of men and of women. There is no 

Mystery so great as Misery. Fly over my city, little Swallow, and tell me what you 

see there.” 

So the Swallow flew over the great city, and saw the rich making merry in their 

beautiful houses, while the beggars were sitting at the gates. He flew into dark 

lanes, and saw the white faces of starving children looking out listlessly at the 

black streets. Under the archway of a bridge two little boys were lying in one 

another’s arms to try and keep themselves warm. “How hungry we are!” they said. 

“You must not lie here,” shouted the Watchman, and they wandered out into the 

rain. 

Then he flew back and told the Prince what he had seen. 
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“I am covered with fine gold,” said the Prince, “you must take it off, leaf by leaf, 

and give it to my poor; the living always think that gold can make them happy.” 

Leaf after leaf of the fine gold the Swallow picked off, till the Happy Prince 

looked quite dull and grey. Leaf after leaf of the fine gold he brought to the poor, 

and the children’s faces grew rosier, and they laughed and played games in the 

street. “We have bread now!” they cried. 

Then the snow came, and after the snow came the frost. The streets looked as if 

they were made of silver, they were so bright and glistening; long icicles like 

crystal daggers hung down from the eaves of the houses, everybody went about in 

furs, and the little boys wore scarlet caps and skated on the ice. 

The poor little Swallow grew colder and colder, but he would not leave the Prince, 

he loved him too well. He picked up crumbs outside the baker’s door when the 

baker was not looking and tried to keep himself warm by flapping his wings. 

But at last he knew that he was going to die. He had just strength to fly up to the 

Prince’s shoulder once more. “Good-bye, dear Prince!” he murmured, “will you 

let me kiss your hand?” 

“I am glad that you are going to Egypt at last, little Swallow,” said the Prince, 

“you have stayed too long here; but you must kiss me on the lips, for I love you.” 

“It is not to Egypt that I am going,” said the Swallow. “I am going to the House of 

Death. Death is the brother of Sleep, is he not?” 

And he kissed the Happy Prince on the lips, and fell down dead at his feet. 

At that moment a curious crack sounded inside the statue, as if something had 

broken. The fact is that the leaden heart had snapped right in two. It certainly was 

a dreadfully hard frost. 

Early the next morning the Mayor was walking in the square below in company 

with the Town Councillors. As they passed the column he looked up at the statue: 

“Dear me! how shabby the Happy Prince looks!” he said. 

“How shabby indeed!” cried the Town Councillors, who always agreed with the 

Mayor; and they went up to look at it. 

“The ruby has fallen out of his sword, his eyes are gone, and he is golden no 

longer,” said the Mayor in fact, “he is litttle beter than a beggar!” 

“Little better than a beggar,” said the Town Councillors. 

“And here is actually a dead bird at his feet!” continued the Mayor. “We must 

really issue a proclamation that birds are not to be allowed to die here.” And the 

Town Clerk made a note of the suggestion. 
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So they pulled down the statue of the Happy Prince. “As he is no longer beautiful 

he is no longer useful,” said the Art Professor at the University. 

Then they melted the statue in a furnace, and the Mayor held a meeting of the 

Corporation to decide what was to be done with the metal. “We must have another 

statue, of course,” he said, “and it shall be a statue of myself.” 

“Of myself,” said each of the Town Councillors, and they quarrelled. When I last 

heard of them they were quarrelling still. 

“What a strange thing!” said the overseer of the workmen at the foundry. “This 

broken lead heart will not melt in the furnace. We must throw it away.” So they 

threw it on a dust-heap where the dead Swallow was also lying. 

“Bring me the two most precious things in the city,” said God to one of His 

Angels; and the Angel brought Him the leaden heart and the dead bird. 

“You have rightly chosen,” said God, “for in my garden of Paradise this little bird 

shall sing for evermore, and in my city of gold the Happy Prince shall praise me. 
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