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selalu ada doa kalian yang menguatkan. Dalam setiap lelah yang penulis
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rasakan, selalu ada ingatan tentang perjuangan kalian yang membuat
penulis tidak menyerah. Kalian adalah rumah, tempat penulis kembali, dan
alasan mengapa penulis harus terus melangkah hingga sejauh ini.

Bapak Ryan Taufika, S.Pd., M.Pd., selaku dosen pembimbing yang telah
meluangkan waktu, tenaga, dan pikiran untuk membimbing penulis dengan
penuh kesabaran. Terima kasih atas setiap arahan, nasihat, serta perhatian
yang diberikan selama proses penyusunan artikel ini. Dalam setiap
kebingungan yang penulis rasakan, beliau selalu memberikan penjelasan
dengan tenang. Dalam setiap kesalahan, beliau tidak pernah lelah untuk
mengingatkan dan membimbing kembali. Proses ini tidak selalu mudah
bagi penulis, namun berkat kesabaran dan ketulusan beliau, penulis mampu
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Kepada kakak dan abang ,terima kasih atas segala dukungan baik itu berupa
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jenuh.Terima kasih karena selalu ada, dengan cara kalian sendiri. Bagi
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langkah.
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Tidak semua hal bisa diungkapkan dengan kata-kata, namun kehadiran
teman-teman semua benar-benar berarti dan menjadi salah satu alasan
penulis bisa bertahan sejauh ini. Kebersamaan yang kita jalani, baik di
dalam maupun di luar perkuliahan, memberikan banyak cerita dan
kenangan yang berarti. Terima kasih atas dukungan, perhatian, dan
kebersamaan yang selalu hadir dalam setiap proses yang penulis lalui
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masa remaja hingga sekarang, kalian menjadi orang yang selalu mengerti
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dengan segala cerita dan perjuangan. Terima kasih karena tetap saling
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kasih karena sudah bertahan sejauh ini. Terima kasih karena tidak
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hanya bagi penulis sendiri, tetapi juga bagi lingkungan akademik serta
pengembangan ilmu pengetahuan, khususnya dalam bidang pendidikan. Semoga
Allah SWT senantiasa melimpahkan rahmat, taufik, dan hidayah-Nya kepada
penulis dan semua pihak yang telah memberikan kontribusi dalam penyusunan
artikel ini.
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This study aims to analyze strategies for
strengthening nationalism character through
national patriotic songs among children at
the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in
Kepong, Malaysia. Nationalism is a
fundamental aspect in shaping the character
of Indonesian migrant children abroad, who
are vulnerable to experiencing a crisis of
national identity. This research employs a
qualitative approach with a case study
method. The research subjects include the
learning center administrators, homeroom
teacher, and nine students. Data were
collected through observation, in-depth
interviews, and documentation, and analyzed
using the Miles and Huberman model. The
findings reveal that nationalism character is
strengthened through four main strategies:
(1) habituation of singing national patriotic
songs before lessons begin, (2) internalization
of values and meanings contained in song
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lyrics, (3) integration of songs with the teaching of
national history, and (4) active involvement of students in
the commemoration of national holidays. The
implementation of these strategies has proven effective in
fostering love for the homeland, strengthening national
identity, and shaping discipline and pride as Indonesian
citizens. Theoretically, this study contributes to the
development of the concept of patriotic pedagogy and
culture-based character education through music within
non-formal educational settings among Indonesian
diaspora communities. Practically, the results offer an
alternative model for educators and learning center
administrators abroad to enhance civic and national
education through creative and contextual approaches.

Keywords: Nationalism, diaspora education, character
education, patriotic pedagogy, national patriotic songs
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INTRODUCTION

Character education is one of the fundamental pillars of Indonesia’s national
education system. Its purpose is to develop learners into individuals who are
faithful, pious, noble in character, healthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative,
independent, as well as democratic and responsible citizens (Law No. 20 of
2003). However, in the current era of massive globalization, the formation of
young people’s character faces increasingly complex challenges. The
uncontrollable flow of information, the penetration of foreign cultural influences,
and the erosion of traditional values have become serious threats to national
identity (Wibowo & Gunawan, 2015).

The fading of patriotic spirit is reflected in the low awareness among the
younger generation regarding the nation’s history, their limited appreciation for
national symbols, and the declining sense of pride in being Indonesian. Annisa et
al. (2024) emphasize that the lack of understanding of the meaning of ceremonial
flag rituals among elementary school children is a clear indicator of declining
nationalism. In this context, building national identity becomes an essential form
of cultural defense to prevent the younger generation from losing their sense of
identity amid global pressures (Hajri Hendra, 2023).

National identity represents the essence of a nation, manifested through state
symbols such as Pancasila, the red-and-white flag, the Indonesian language, and
the national anthem Indonesia Raya (Muhammad Fadhel et al., 2024). Therefore,
nationalism education must be designed holistically and integratively, covering
cognitive dimensions (knowledge of history and national values), affective
dimensions (love and pride for the nation), and psychomotor dimensions (real
actions in safeguarding national unity).

Nationalism-based character education becomes even more crucial when
national values begin to erode under the influence of global culture.
Strengthening nationalism must be initiated from an early age through
contextual, creative, and enjoyable media capable of bridging rational
understanding with emotional engagement.

Indonesia is one of the largest migrant-worker-sending countries in
Southeast Asia. According to data from the Indonesian Migrant Worker
Protection Agency (BP2MI, 2022), more than 4.5 million Indonesian migrant
workers are spread across various countries, with Malaysia being one of the top
destinations. This phenomenon brings complex social consequences, including
educational challenges for children who accompany their parents abroad.

Limited access to formal education based on the Indonesian curriculum
causes migrant children to lose opportunities to learn about Indonesian history,
culture, and Pancasila values. This makes them vulnerable to a crisis of national
identity due to exposure to local culture and different educational systems
(Rachmat, 2024). In Malaysia, linguistic and cultural similarities with the Malay
community further increase the risk of unintentional cultural assimilation.
Indonesian as a heritage language has a strategic function not only as a means of
communication but also as a medium for transmitting cultural and national
values (Aswan et al., 2023). Therefore, non-formal educational institutions such
as the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong play a vital role in maintaining
the continuity of national identity among Indonesian migrant children.

In the context of character education, music plays a significant role.



Neuroeducation studies show that music stimulates simultaneous activity across
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor domains in learning processes (Trost et al.,
2024). Activation of the amygdala and hippocampus when listening to music
strengthens emotional engagement and memory retention, making song-based
learning more effective for instilling values. Thus, character education through
music is not merely recreational; it fosters deep emotional connections with
national values.

National patriotic songs possess pedagogical advantages because they are
easy to remember, rich in patriotic messages, and capable of building a sense of
unity. Qondias et al. (2024) demonstrate that consistent practice of singing
national songs can cultivate patriotism among students. Similarly, Della (2022)
and Alwi et al. (2023) emphasize the importance of introducing patriotic songs
from an early age as a means of fostering nationalism and promoting active
participation in national activities. Therefore, national patriotic songs serve as an
integrative medium of character education that combines cognitive elements
(understanding the meaning of lyrics), affective elements (appreciating values),
and psychomotor elements (singing together).

Previous studies mostly focused on implementing national patriotic songs in
formal school settings in Indonesia. However, research examining the role of
national songs as a strategy for strengthening nationalism in non-formal
educational institutions for children of migrant workers remains very limited. In
fact, the Indonesian diaspora context abroad presents unique identity dynamics
that require distinct pedagogical approaches. Therefore, this study focuses on
analyzing strategies for strengthening nationalism character through national
patriotic songs among children at the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in
Kepong, Malaysia. This study is expected to contribute theoretically to the
development of patriotic pedagogy in character education and provide practical
implications for non-formal educational institutions in Indonesian diaspora
communities to reinforce national identity among younger generations.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative approach with a case study design to gain an
in-depth understanding of strategies for strengthening nationalism character
through national patriotic songs among students at the Muhammadiyah Learning
Center in Kepong, Malaysia. This approach was chosen because the research
focuses on social and educational phenomena that naturally occur within a non-
formal learning environment, where nationalism values are instilled through the
practice of singing national songs. The case study design enables the researcher
to present a factual, in-depth, and contextual description of the processes,
strategies, and meanings behind the use of national patriotic songs in shaping the
nationalism character of Indonesian diaspora children in Malaysia.

The research was conducted at the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in
Kepong, located at Jalan Metro Prima, 52100 Kuala Lumpur, Federal Territory of
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia. The data collection process took place over one month,
from September 4 to October 1, 2025. This learning center is a non-formal
educational institution serving the children of Indonesian migrant workers, with
a focus on learning based on Islamic values and Indonesian nationalism.

The data sources in this study consist of primary and secondary data.

a) Primary data were obtained through:
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Participant observation, conducted during learning activities and
practice sessions of national patriotic songs at the learning center,
including the routine of singing before lessons and activities during
national celebrations.

In-depth interviews with nine informants consisting of one mentor
teacher, one learning center administrator, and seven students.
Documentation, including photos, activity videos, and records of
learning activities and national events.

b) Secondary data were obtained from supporting documents such as
institutional profiles, activity archives, and relevant scholarly literature
on character education, nationalism, and non-formal education in
Indonesian diaspora communities.

The informants in this study were selected using purposive sampling,
considering their active involvement in activities related to national patriotic

songs.

The mentor teacher, aged 24, has been teaching at the learning center
for three years and holds an undergraduate degree in education or
Islamic studies.

The learning center administrator, aged 42, has more than 10 years of
experience in managing educational institutions within Indonesian
diaspora communities.

The students, aged 9-10, are children of Indonesian migrant workers
who have lived in Malaysia for 3-10 years.

The diversity of these characteristics enabled the researcher to obtain
comprehensive insights from various perspectives of roles, ages, and social
experiences.

To ensure the validity of the data, this study applied source triangulation and
technique triangulation.

iy

2)

Source triangulation was carried out by comparing information from
various informants (teachers, students, and administrators) to
examine the consistency of perspectives regarding the practices of
strengthening nationalism through national patriotic songs.
Technique triangulation was conducted by combining the results of
observations, interviews, and documentation in order to reinforce the
credibility of the findings. In addition, the researcher conducted
member checking by providing feedback on the initial interpretations
to the informants to ensure that the interpreted data accurately
reflected their lived experiences.

Data analysis was carried out thematically by referring to Miles and

Huberman'’s (1994) interactive model, which consists of three stages:

Data reduction, namely the process of selecting, focusing, and
simplifying data in accordance with the research focus.

Data display, presented in the form of narrative descriptions and
thematic matrices that illustrate the strategies, processes, and impacts
of national patriotic song learning on the development of students’
nationalism character.



* Conclusion drawing and verification, which involves interpreting
patterns and meanings from the organized data to obtain a ¢
omprehensive understanding of the phenomenon under study.

These three stages occurred cyclically and continuously from the data collection
phase to the final analysis. All interpretations were re-examined to ensure
consistency between empirical data and the resulting social meanings.

RESULT AND ANALYSIS

This study found that the strategies for strengthening nationalism character
among Indonesian children at the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong,
Malaysia, were implemented through four main approaches: (1) the habituation
of singing national patriotic songs before lessons begin, (2) the internalization of
the meanings contained in song lyrics, (3) the integration of national songs with
the teaching of national history, and (4) the implementation of activities
commemorating national holidays. These four strategies were applied
contextually in accordance with the conditions of the learning center, which
serves as a non-formal educational institution for children of Indonesian migrant
workers. Based on interviews and observations, these strategies were proven to
play a significant role in fostering love for the homeland, strengthening national
identity, and shaping discipline and a sense of togetherness among the students.

Habituation of Singing National Patriotic Songs Before Learning Activities

The findings of this study indicate that one of the main strategies implemented
atthe Muhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong, Malaysia, to instill nationalism
character is the habituation of singing national patriotic songs before or after
learning activities. This routine is carried out consistently by teachers as an
integral part of the teaching and learning process. Based on interviews with the
homeroom teacher and field observations, the collective singing activities are
conducted almost every day, with songs such as Garuda Pancasila, Indonesia
Raya, and Tanah Airku as the primary selections. This activity establishes a
routine that not only fosters patriotic spirit but also creates a classroom
atmosphere filled with motivation and togetherness.

Figure 1. Singing the song Tanah Airku together with the 4th-grade students of the
learning center.
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This habituation functions as a medium for strengthening national identity
while simultaneously serving as a vehicle for instilling discipline, togetherness,
and pride in Indonesia. Observations show that the students are highly
enthusiastic when singing national songs; they stand upright, sing loudly, and
some even spontaneously give a salute. This phenomenon reflects the
internalization of patriotic values that is not merely verbal but manifested
through reflective and spontaneous actions. Such activities align with Lickona'’s
(2018) concept of character education, which emphasizes that character
formation requires consistent habituation through direct experiences involving
the dimensions of “knowing the good, desiring the good, and doing the good.” The
routine of singing national songs is a concrete manifestation of this concept, in
which nationalism is internalized through repetitive and meaningful actions.

In the context of nonformal education, this strategy has proven relevant and
effective. Atika et al. (2019) explain that strengthening character education
related to love for the homeland can be achieved through institutional culture
that integrates routine activities such as singing national songs into students’
daily learning experiences. This is reinforced by observations in the learning
center, which show that singing national songs has become a habitual and eagerly
anticipated part of the learning culture.

Beyond the daily classroom routine, this habituation is further reinforced
through flag ceremonies held every Monday. Although conducted indoors due to
limited facilities, students carry out the ceremony with enthusiasm and
solemnity. They sing "Indonesia Raya" together, followed by salutes and
collective prayer. The seriousness and deep appreciation displayed by the
students indicate their understanding of the significance of the ceremony as a
form of respect for the nation. This aligns with Annisa et al. (2024), who found
that routine activities such as flag ceremonies and singing the national anthem
are effective media for instilling discipline and responsibility in elementary
school children. These findings parallel what occurs in the learning center, where
national rituals despite being conducted in simple conditions still have a
significant impact on students’ character formation.

Interviews with teachers also reveal that the consistent habituation of singing
national songs helps students memorize and comprehend the songs effortlessly.
They become familiar with the lyrics and melodies, making the singing activities
voluntary and joyful. Lestari et al. (2020) found that continuous habituation
encourages natural internalization of patriotic values through repeated practice
and active participation.

This finding is especially relevant in the socio-cultural context of Indonesian
migrant children in Malaysia. Observations show that some students exhibit
influences of Malaysian language and culture in their speech and daily habits.
Thus, the habituation of singing national songs becomes an important strategy in
maintaining Indonesian linguistic and cultural identity amid the dominance of
foreign cultural influences. Aswan et al. (2023) similarly highlight that
Indonesian migrant children in Malaysia face significant challenges in preserving
their Indonesian language and culture due to environmental assimilation. Hence,
national song-singing activities in the center serve a strategic role in reinforcing
national identity and a sense of connection to the homeland.

Habituation also contributes to building students’ discipline. Observations
indicate that learning activities in the center begin with a structured sequence:
starting with dhuha prayer, followed by Qur’an reading, and then lessons that
begin with singing national songs. This routine strengthens discipline and
creates a positive learning climate. This aligns with findings by Makmur et al.
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(2023), who note that strengthening nationalism through repetitive methods is
effective not only for building memorization but also for fostering discipline and
responsibility.

The habituation practices also create an institutional culture grounded in
national values, where national songs are no longer seen as formal obligations
but as a natural part of the learning environment. This shift in perception
demonstrates successful internalization of values occurring organically.
Wulandari and Kristiawan (2017) argue that “strengthening character education
must be realized through the creation of a conducive institutional culture,”
enabling national values to be embedded in daily habits and interactions. This
viewpoint reinforces the finding that the center’s supportive culture toward
national activities is a key factor in successfully instilling nationalism. Thus, the
learning center has successfully created a learning atmosphere that nurtures
patriotism and solidarity among students not through coercion, but through
meaningful habituation.

Overall, the findings affirm that the routine singing of national songs is an
effective strategy for cultivating national awareness among Indonesian children
in Malaysia. Through simple yet consistent activities, students not only learn
national symbols but also internalize their meaning in real life. This habituation
demonstrates that character education can grow from daily practices that are
routine, enjoyable, and meaningful.

Internalization of the Meaning of National Patriotic Song Lyrics

The findings of the study show that another important strategy in
strengthening nationalism among students at the Muhammadiyah Learning
Center in Kepong, Malaysia, is the internalization of the meaning of national
patriotic song lyrics. This activity aims to ensure that students not only memorize
the songs, but also understand the values embedded within them. Based on
interviews and observations, teachers actively explain the meaning of each lyric,
relate it to the students’ life experiences, and instill moral and patriotic values
through simple interpretations that are easy for children to understand.

Figure 2. an interview with the teacher who also serves as the homeroom teacher of the
4thgrade class at the learning center

Journal Analytica Islamica
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Based on the observations, this activity is carried out interactively. The
teacher often asks students about the meaning of specific lines in the song and
then connects them to everyday life. For example, when discussing the song
Garuda Pancasila, the teacher explains the Garuda bird as a symbol of the nation’s
strength and resilience. This method demonstrates a contextual learning
approach in which students understand the values of nationalism through
reflection on their own lived experiences. This approach aligns with Musanna’s
(2017) view that effective character education must be contextual and
appreciative of learners’ local experiences.

The teacher also explains the meaning of the song in relation to Pancasila
values and the nation’s historical struggles. In learning activities, lyrics from
songs such as Tanah Airku are linked to values of unity and love for the homeland,
which correspond to the third principle of Pancasila. This strategy helps students
connect the messages in the songs with broader moral and national principles.
Lickona (2018) states that meaningful character education must integrate
cognitive aspects (understanding values), affective aspects (valuing the good),
and behavioral aspects (acting upon values). The findings at the learning center
reflect the application of this principle, as students not only understand the lyrics
but also strive to internalize and practice them.

Interviews with the teacher reveal that students understand song meanings
more easily when the teacher uses narrative and reflective approaches. Patriotic
songs such as Bagimu Negeri are used as a starting point for discussions about
sacrifice and the contributions of national heroes. The teacher then links these
values to students’ responsibilities and learning motivation as forms of
contribution to the nation. This strategy effectively enhances students’ emotional
engagement with national songs. Della (2022) supports these findings, stating
that national songs function as character-building media capable of fostering
pride and historical awareness among elementary school students.

Field observations show that the internalization process not only improves
students’ cognitive understanding but also fosters deep emotional attachment.
Students appear enthusiastic when discussing song meanings, and some even
express curiosity about the historical background of the songs. Their
spontaneous questions indicate a genuine interest in national values. This
suggests that the internalization of song meanings plays an essential role in
nurturing curiosity about Indonesia and the homeland. Qondias et al. (2024)
highlight that understanding the meaning of national songs not only fosters pride
but also strengthens active and responsible citizenship awareness. This
strengthens the study’s finding that when students understand the meaning
behind the songs they sing, the activity transforms from mere singing into a
process of national identity formation.

Interviews with the head of the learning center indicate that internalizing
song meanings also strengthens students’ emotional connection with Indonesia.
When students understand the meaning of the songs they sing, they develop a
deeper curiosity about life in their homeland. These findings align with Divana et
al. (2024), who show that patriotism- and culture-based learning fosters a desire
among migrant children to explore their national identity more deeply.

The internalization of song meanings is also effective in fostering other moral
values such as discipline, cooperation, and perseverance. Observations show that
the teacher often emphasizes the moral messages embedded in the songs. For
instance, Bangun Pemuda Pemudi is associated with learning motivation and
hard work, while Indonesia Pusaka promotes gratitude for the beauty of the
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homeland. According to Alwi et al. (2023), learning through national songs
becomes more meaningful when teachers interpret the moral values embedded
in the lyrics, as students learn through repeated affective experiences.

This internalization activity also plays a critical role in preserving students’
national identity while living abroad. In a diaspora context, national songs serve
as cultural bridges connecting students with Indonesian values and language.
Hajri Hendra (2023) stresses that national identity awareness must be nurtured
from an early age to prevent the loss of cultural identity amid globalization. In
this regard, understanding the meaning of national songs helps students
maintain their Indonesian identity despite Malaysia’s dominant cultural
environment.

Thus, the findings affirm that the internalization of national song lyrics at the
learning center is not merely an additional activity, but a key strategy in shaping
profound nationalism. Through contextual, reflective, and participatory
approaches, this activity successfully integrates cognitive, affective, and moral
elements into one meaningful learning process. This strategy also demonstrates
that national songs can serve as transformative character-education tools,
especially for Indonesian children abroad who require strong emotional and
intellectual reinforcement of their national identity.

Integration of National Patriotic Songs into History Lessons and Other
Subjects

The findings of this study indicate that teachers at the Muhammadiyah
Learning Center in Kepong integrate national patriotic songs into various
learning activities, particularly in Civics (PPKn), Social Studies (IPS), and Arts and
Culture. This approach reinforces that the cultivation of nationalism is not
implemented as a separate activity, but is embedded within classroom learning
so that national values are internalized naturally. Observations and interviews
show that teachers connect patriotic songs with relevant subject matter. In
Civics, the song Garuda Pancasila is used to strengthen students’ understanding
of unity and love for the homeland. In Social Studies, the song Tanah Airku is
played when discussing Indonesia’s natural beauty and resources to foster
national pride. These findings align with Atika et al. (2019), who emphasize that
integrating character values into thematic learning creates more meaningful
learning experiences because they are connected to real-life contexts.

In Arts and Culture lessons, national songs are used as tools to introduce
Indonesian arts and cultural heritage. Observations reveal that students learn
patriotic songs accompanied by simple musical arrangements or body
movements, making the learning process more enjoyable and interactive.
Teachers also relate the songs to historical contexts for example, explaining the
meaning and significance of Indonesia Raya during the struggle for
independence. This aligns with R. Lestari et al. (2022), who assert that linking
historical content with music enriches students’ learning experiences because
music can bridge the emotional connection between the past and the present.

Findings from observations show that the use of national songs creates a more
enthusiastic learning environment and strengthens a sense of togetherness in the
classroom. Teachers use the songs not only at the start of lessons but also at the
end to leave a positive impression on students. This practice shows that songs
function as an “emotional bridge” that helps students connect emotionally with
the learning material. These results are supported by Campbell (2018), who
states that music in education helps build collective identity and encourages
social solidarity because it touches learners’ emotional dimension.
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Integrating national songs into learning also contributes to enhancing students’
historical awareness of Indonesia’s struggle for independence. Teachers use song
lyrics such as Hari Merdeka and Bagimu Negeri to illustrate values of sacrifice
and the spirit of independence. Through this approach, students learn history not
merely as a sequence of events, but as an emotional experience relevant to their
lives. This aligns with Rachmat (2024), who emphasizes that civic education for
Indonesian migrant children in Malaysia must be engaging and context-based to
maintain their sense of attachment to their home country.

Although the integration of national songs into learning proves effective, this
study also identifies several challenges, such as limited instructional time and the
lack of teachers with strong backgrounds in arts or socio-humanities.
Nonetheless, teachers continue to innovate by using simple technologies such as
televisions and speakers to play songs and learning videos. The facilities
provided by the head of the learning center play a crucial role in supporting the
sustainability of the program. This aligns with Wulandari & Kristiawan (2017),
who highlight that supportive leadership and a conducive learning environment
are essential foundations for strengthening character education.

Beyond classroom activities, the integration of national songs is expanded
through various extracurricular programs, including singing competitions and
Indonesian cultural performances. These activities provide opportunities for
students to creatively express their national identity. These findings are
consistent with Qondias et al. (2024), who argue that arts activities involving
national songs can strengthen solidarity, foster pride, and increase students’
sense of belonging to national culture because they provide both aesthetic and
emotional experiences.

In addition to pedagogical impacts, the integration of national songs also has
significant social value, especially for children of migrant workers living in
environments heavily influenced by foreign cultures. National songs serve as
media for preserving culture and symbols that connect them emotionally to their
homeland. Divana et al. (2024) highlight that culture- and patriotism-based
education in Malaysia plays a major role in maintaining the national identity of
Indonesian diaspora children. In this context, national songs function as
emotional and spiritual reminders of their national roots.

Overall, the findings confirm that integrating national patriotic songs into
various subjects at the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong constitutes an
effective and contextual character education practice. This strategy helps
students develop a comprehensive understanding of nationalism through
academic lessons, arts activities, and complementary social experiences. By
combining cognitive, affective, and cultural dimensions, teachers successfully
create a learning process that not only imparts knowledge but also strengthens
students’ national consciousness.

National Holiday Commemorations as Intensive Moments for
Strengthening Nationalism

The findings of the study reveal that commemorations of national holidays
such as Independence Day, Heroes’ Day, and Youth Pledge Day play a central role
in strengthening nationalism among students at the Muhammadiyah Learning
Center in Kepong, Malaysia. These activities are not merely ceremonial; they
serve as reflective and educational platforms that foster patriotism, pride, and
solidarity among the students. Through national-themed activities such as flag
ceremonies, competitions, and cultural performances, students engage in value-
based learning that incorporates both emotional and social dimensions.
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ZObservations show that each national holiday celebration at the learning
center includes creative activities such as patriotic speech competitions,
recitations of heroic poetry, and performances of Indonesian cultural arts.
Teachers and the head of the learning center view these activities as ways to
cultivate togetherness and to remind students of the nation’s historical struggles.
These findings are consistent with Makmur et al. (2023), who explain that
national holiday celebrations within migrant children’s educational
environments function as an anchor of identity, namely a cultural and emotional
bond that helps them remain connected to their home country through shared
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emotional experiences.

Figure 3. The flag ceremony held every Monday at the learning center

The implementation of the weekly Monday flag ceremony is an important
component in cultivating a sense of patriotism among the students. Although the
ceremony is conducted in a limited indoor space and without a permanent
flagpole, it is carried out with solemnity and respect. Students enthusiastically
sing Indonesia Raya and recite the student pledge, demonstrating that the
meaning of the ceremony is shaped more by shared values and commitment than
by physical facilities. These findings are reinforced by Annisa et al. (2024), who
explain that routine activities such as flag ceremonies and singing national songs
play a major role in building discipline, responsibility, and respect for national
symbols.

The commemoration of Independence Day on August 17 is one of the most
memorable moments for the students. Observations show that they display high
enthusiasm when participating in traditional competitions, decorating rooms
with red-and-white themes, and wearing various patriotic accessories. These
activities not only foster a sense of togetherness but also cultivate patriotic spirit
within the school environment. This finding aligns with Rachmat (2024), who
emphasizes that nationalism-themed activities are essential in strengthening the
national identity of migrant children amid the cultural influences of the host
country.

In addition to formal events, teachers also use these commemorative
moments to instill understanding about national history and the values of

Journal Analytica Islamica
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Indonesia’s struggle for independence. Songs such as Bagimu Negeri and Hari
Merdeka are used as learning media to raise students’ awareness of the meaning
of independence and the responsibility of the younger generation to carry
forward the nation’s legacy. Lestari et al. (2020) found that national songs
possess strong affective power in fostering pride and nationalism because they
convey historical narratives that can be collectively felt and interpreted.

Field observations also reveal that these commemorative activities serve as a
platform for developing students’ social character. Students actively collaborate
in preparing event activities, from taking roles as ceremony leaders, Pancasila
readers, to becoming competition committee members. This process cultivates
responsibility and gotong royong (mutual cooperation) among students. This
supports the view of Muhammad Fadhel et al. (2024), who assert that direct
student involvement in patriotic activities significantly contributes to the
formation of national identity, as real experiences provide stronger meaning
than theoretical lessons.

The data further indicate that national commemoration activities strengthen
students’ emotional attachment to Indonesia. When the national anthem is sung
together, an emotional atmosphere emerges that reflects their closeness to their
homeland. Campbell (2021) notes that singing within social rituals can
strengthen solidarity and foster collective emotional bonds. In this sense, music
serves as a bridge connecting individual identity with a broader national identity.
On several occasions, national commemorations are combined with religious
events, such as the Prophet’s Birthday or the Islamic New Year. Teachers
integrate national songs into these events, demonstrating harmony between
religious values and national values. This approach aligns with Wulandari and
Kristiawan (2017), who argue that national character formation becomes more
effective when integrated with school culture and spiritual values familiar to the
students’ daily lives.

Beyond emotional attachment, these activities also stimulate civic curiosity—

students’ interest in national history and civic life. Teachers report that after
participating in the Independence Day celebration, many students began asking
questions about the president, Indonesian history, and national symbols. This
phenomenon is strengthened by Della (2022), who found that national songs can
stimulate young people’s interest in their national identity.
For migrant children, the meaning of these activities becomes even more
significant. Divana et al. (2024) show that patriotic activities in nonformal
educational institutions in Malaysia serve as important spaces for Indonesian
children to maintain their national identity within multicultural communities.
Therefore, national holiday celebrations at the learning center are not merely
ceremonial events but serve as effective cultural strategies for strengthening
national pride and a sense of belonging to Indonesia.

Overall, this study demonstrates that national holiday celebrations at the
Muhammadiyah Kepong Learning Center function as integrated platforms for
teaching national values. Through these activities, students not only learn about
history but also experience nationalism directly through emotional engagement,
cooperation, and social interaction. This approach enables more holistic national
character formation because it simultaneously engages cognitive, affective, and
social dimensions. These findings are in line with Vargas-Salfate et al. (2020),
who state that national identity develops strongly when individuals participate
in meaningful collective experiences that foster a sense of unity. Therefore,
national holiday celebrations at the learning center play a vital role in
strengthening students’ national consciousness.



16

Effectiveness, Challenges, and Implications

The overall findings of this study show that strategies for strengthening
nationalism through national patriotic songs and nationalism-themed activities
at the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong are effective in shaping
students’ national awareness and pride. The four practices habituation of singing
national songs, internalization of lyric meanings, integration into learning, and
national holiday commemorations work complementarily as a value-based
system that reinforces the national identity of Indonesian children living in
Malaysia.

Effectiveness of the Strategy

The effectiveness of these strategies can be seen in the changes in students’
attitudes during daily activities at the learning center. Observations indicate that
students demonstrate increased respect for national symbols, can sing national
songs correctly, and show a more mature understanding of national values. This
finding aligns with A. D. Lestari et al. (2020), who state that regularly singing
national songs can internalize patriotism through meaningful repetition.

Students’ understanding of song content has also developed. They begin to
grasp the moral messages contained in the lyrics, which is then reflected in
positive behaviors such as mutual respect, cooperation, and caring for others.
This finding is consistent with Qondias et al. (2024), who assert that interpreting
national songs can strengthen civic responsibility by fostering a sense of
belonging and national pride. The impact becomes even stronger because
national songs are integrated into various learning activities, including history,
Civics (PPKn), and arts. This aligns with Atika et al. (2019), who emphasize that
character values are more effectively formed when integrated across learning
contexts rather than taught as separate topics.

National holiday commemorations further strengthen students’ sense of
togetherness and collective identity. For Indonesian children growing up in
migrant families, such activities hold important social meaning because they help
them remain connected to their cultural and national roots. Makmur et al. (2023)
explain that patriotic activities conducted abroad serve as forms of identity
reinforcement that sustain national memory even when children live in a
different cultural environment.

Implementation Challenges

Several challenges emerged in implementing these strategies. First, the
limited learning time at the center means that nationalism-based activities
cannot always be carried out in great depth. This is consistent with Kamil (2009),
who notes that nonformal education institutions often face time constraints,
requiring teachers to adapt their methods to existing conditions. Second, the
number of teachers with backgrounds in arts or sociohumanities is still limited.
To address this, teachers creatively use simple technologies such as music
players and videos. Gymnastiar et al. (2024) found that accessible digital media
can enhance migrant children’s emotional connection to their national culture.
Additionally, the social environment in Malaysia influences students’ identity
formation. Many students use Malay more frequently in daily life, creating the
potential for reduced use of Indonesian. Aswan et al. (2023) note that changes in
language and living environments can shift national identity awareness if not
supported by adequate cultural education. In this context, national songs play an

Journal Analytica Islamica
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essential role as media for maintaining the Indonesian language and reinforcing
students’ Indonesian identity.

Theoretical and Practical Implications

This study provides theoretical implications for the development of culture-
based character education. Field findings support the views of Lickona (2018)
and VargasSalfate et al. (2020), which argue that national character is shaped not
only through knowledge acquisition but also through repeated emotional
experiences and meaningful social interactions. In this context, national patriotic
songs function as pedagogical tools capable of simultaneously engaging students’
cognitive, affective, and moral aspects.

Practically, this study offers a strategic model for nonformal educational
institutions abroad to instill national values through simple yet enjoyable
activities. Divana et al. (2024) emphasize that culture- and patriotism-based
education in migrant communities can sustainably strengthen national identity.
Additionally, the findings highlight the need for collaborative support between
teachers, learning center leaders, and parents. Niehlah et al. (2023) report that
the social involvement of migrant families plays a crucial role in maintaining
national values among Indonesian children living abroad. With such support,
character education extends beyond the learning space and becomes part of the
community’s cultural environment.

Overall, this study reaffirms that character formation through national
patriotic songs and nationalism-themed activities is an effective, contextually
relevant, and sustainable approach. This strategy not only strengthens the
national identity and pride of Indonesian students in multicultural settings but
also contributes meaningfully to the development of culture-based character
education theory.

CONCLUSION

The findings of this study affirm that strategies for strengthening nationalist
character through national patriotic songs at the Muhammadiyah Learning
Center in Kepong, Malaysia, are proven to be effective and contextually relevant
in shaping the national awareness of Indonesian children living abroad. The four
key strategies routine habituation of singing national songs, internalization of
lyric meanings, integration of songs across subjects, and the implementation of
national holiday commemorations operate synergistically and mutually
reinforce one another in building students’ national identity.

The habituation of singing national songs on a regular basis successfully
instills a sense of patriotism and pride in national symbols. The internalization of
song lyrics deepens students’ cognitive and affective understanding of values
related to struggle, unity, and national responsibility. Integrating national songs
into subjects such as Civics (PPKn), Social Studies (IPS), and Arts and Culture
facilitates contextual learning that fosters practical understanding of national
history and Pancasila values. Meanwhile, national holiday celebrations function
as intensive moments that strengthen emotional bonds, solidarity, and students’
collective spirit as members of the Indonesian nation within the multicultural
environment of Malaysia.

In the context of Indonesian migrant children in Malaysia, these findings carry
important implications: character education based on national songs is not only
a tool for cultural preservation but also a strategic instrument for maintaining
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national identity amid pressures of cultural assimilation. Activities such as
singing together, understanding song meanings, and commemorating national
days create social spaces that allow students to express pride, a sense of
belonging, and loyalty to Indonesia.

Furthermore, this study offers practical implications for nonformal
educational institutions abroad to develop adaptive, creative, and culturally
grounded character education strategies. Collaborative support among teachers,
learning center leaders, parents, and the diaspora community is vital for
sustaining the cultivation of national values. When taught reflectively and
integratively, national patriotic songs shape not only memorization but also a
living and deeply rooted national consciousness within students. Thus, character
education through national songs is proven to be an effective approach in
shaping young Indonesians with a strong identity, pride in their nation, and
readiness to become global citizens who are principled, religious, and
nationalistic. This study is expected to serve as both a conceptual and practical
reference for developing culturally grounded character education models,
particularly within diaspora settings or Indonesian communities abroad.
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Penelitian  ini  bertujuan menganalisis  strategi
penguatan karakter nasionalisme melalui media lagu
wajib nasional pada anak-anak di Sanggar Bimbingan
Muhammadiyah Kepong, Malaysia. Nilai nasionalisme
menjadi aspek fundamental dalam pembentukan
karakter anak-anak pekerja migran Indonesia di luar
negeri yang rentan terhadap krisis identitas
kebangsaan. Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan
kualitatif dengan metode studi kasus. Subjek penelitian
mencakup pengelola sanggar, wali kelas, dan sembilan
peserta didik Data dikumpulkan melalui observasi,
wawancara mendalam, dan dokumentasi, kemudian
dianalisis menggunakan model Miles dan Huberman.
Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa penguatan
karakter nasionalisme dilakukan melalui empat strategi
utama, yaitu: (1) pembiasaan menyanyikan lagu wajib
nasional sebelum pembelajaran, (2) internalisasi nilal
dan makna lirik lagu, (3) integrasi lagu dengan
pembelajaran sejarah bangsa, dan (4) pelibatan aktif
siswa dalam peringatan hari besar nasional.
Implementasi strategi ini terbukti efektif dalam
menumbuhkan rasa cinta tanah air, memperkuat
identitas kebangsaan, serta membentuk karakter
disiplin dan kebanggaan sebagai warga negara
Indonesia. Secara teoretis, penelitian ini berkontribusi
pada pengembangan konsep patriotic pedagogy dan
pendidikan karakter berbasis budaya musik dalam
konteks pendidikan nonformal di komunitas diaspora
Indonesia. Secara praktis, hasil penelitian memberikan
model alternatif bagi pendidik dan pengelola sanggar di
luar negeri untuk memperkuat pendidikan kebangsaan
melalui pendekatan kreatif dan kontekstual

Keywords:  Nasionalisme,  pendidikan  diaspora,
pendidikan karakter, patriotic pedagogy, lagu wajib
nasional
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1.

INTRODUCTION

Pendidikan karakter merupakan salah satu pilar fundamental dalam sistem
pendidikan nasional Indonesia. Tujuannya adalah mengembangkan potensi
peserta didik agar menjadi manusia yang beriman, bertakwa, berakhlak mulia,
sehat, berilmu, cakap, kreatif, mandiri, serta menjadi warga negara yang
demokratis dan bertanggung jawab (Undang-Undang Nomor 20 Tahun 2003).
Namun, dalam era globalisasi yang semakin masif, pembentukan karakter
generasi muda menghadapi tantangan yang semakin kompleks. Arus informasi
yang tak terbendung penetrasi budaya asing, dan melemahnya nilai-nilai
tradisional menjadi ancaman serius terhadap identitas kebangsaan (Wibowo &
Gunawan, 2015).

Fenomena lunturnya semangat kebangsaan tercermin dari rendahnya
pengetahuan generasi muda tentang sejarah perjuangan bangsa, minimnya
apresiasi terhadap simbol-simbol negara, dan menurunnya rasa bangga sebagai
warga Indonesia. Annisa et al. (2024) menegaskan bahwa kurangnya pemahaman
makna upacara bendera pada anak sekolah dasar menjadi indikator nyata
merosotnya semangat nasionalisme. Dalam konteks ini, membangun identitas
nasional merupakan bentuk pertahanan budaya yang penting bagi generasi muda
agar tidak kehilangan jati diri di tengah arus globalisasi (Hajri Hendra, 2023).

Identitas nasional merepresentasikan jati diri bangsa yang diwujudkan
melalui simbol-simbol kenegaraan seperti Pancasila, bendera merah putih,
bahasa Indonesia, dan lagu kebangsaan Indonesia Raya (Muhammad Fadhel et al,,
2024). Oleh karena itu, pendidikan nasionalisme perlu dirancang secara holistik
dan integratif, meliputi dimensi kognitif (pemahaman sejarah dan nilai
kebangsaan), afektif (rasa cinta dan bangga terhadap bangsa), serta psikomotorik
(tindakan nyata dalam menjaga keutuhan bangsa).

Pendidikan karakler berbasis nasionalisme menjadi semakin penting dalam
situasi di mana nilai-nilai kebangsaan mulai terkikis oleh budaya global. Upaya
penguatan nasionalisme perlu dilakukan sejak usia dini melalui media yang
kontekstual, kreatif, dan menyenangkan, sehingga mampu menjembatani antara
pengetahuan rasional dan keterlibatan emosional anak.

Indonesia merupakan salah satu negara pengirim tenaga kerja migran
terbesar di Asia Tenggara. Berdasarkan data Badan Perlindungan Pekerja Migran
Indonesia (BPZMI, 2022), terdapat lebih dari 4,5 juta pekerja migran Indonesia
yang tersebar di berbagai negara, dengan Malaysia sebagai salah satu tujuan
utama. Fenomena ini membawa konsekuensi sosial yang kompleks, termasuk
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diharapkan memberikan kontribusi teoretis bagi pengembangan patriotic
pedagogy dalam pendidikan karakter, sckaligus memberikan implikasi praktis
bagi lembaga pendidikan nonformal di komunitas diaspora Indonesia dalam
memperkuat identitas kebangsaan generasi muda,

Penelitian ini menggunakan pendekatan kualitatif dengan jenis studi kasus
untuk memperoleh pemahaman yang mendalam mengenai strategi penguatan
karakter nasionalisme melalui media lagu wajib nasional pada siswa di Sanggar
Bimbingan Muhammadiyah Kepong Malaysia. Pendekatan ini dipilih karena
penelitian berfokus pada fenomena sosial dan pendidikan yang terjadi secara
alami di lingkungan belajar nonformal, di mana nilai-nilai nasionalisme
ditanamkan melalui kegiatan bernyanyi lagu wajib nasional. Pendekatan studi
kasus memungkinkan peneliti menggambarkan secara faktual, mendalam, dan
kontekstual mengenal proses, strategi, serta makna pembelajaran lagu wajib
nasional dalam membentuk karakter nasionalisme anak-anak diaspora Indonesia
di Malaysia.

Lokasi dan Waktu Penelitian

Penelitian dilaksanakan di Sanggar Bimbingan Muhammadiyah Kepong yang
berlokasi di Jalan Metro Prima, 52100 Kuala Lumpur, Wilayah Persekutuan Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia Proses pengumpulan data berlangsung selama satu bulan,
yakni dari 04 September hingga 01 Oktober 2025. Sanggar ini merupakan
lembaga pendidikan nonformal yang melayani anak-anak pekerjs migran
Indonesia, dengan fokus pada pembelajaran berbasis nilai keislaman dan
kebangsaan.

Sumber dan Teknik Pengumpulan Data
Sumber data dalam penelitian Ini terdiri atas data primer dan data sekunder,
a) Data primer diperoleh melalui:

* Observasi partisipatif, dilakukan terhadap kegiatan pembelajaran dan
latihan lagu wajib nasional di sanggar, termasuk rutinitas
menyanyikan lagu sebelum pembelajaran dimulai dan kegiatan
peringatan hari besar nasional.

o  Wawancara mendalam dengan sembilan Informan yang terdinl atas
tiga guru pembimbing, satu pengelola sanggar, dan lima siswa.

¢  Dokumentasi, berupa foto, video keglatan, serta catatan aktivitas
pembelajaran dan kegiatan kebangsaan.
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b) Data sekunder diperoleh dari dokumen pendukung seperti profil lembaga,
arsip kegiatan, serta literatur ilmiah relevan mengenai pendidikan
karakter, nasionalisme, dan pendidikan nonformal di komunitas diaspora
Indonesia.

Karakteristik Informan
Informan penelitian dipilih menggunakan purposive sampling dengan
mempertimbangkan keterlibatan aktif dalam kegiatan lagu wajib nasional.

* Guru pembimbing berusia antara 28-40 tahun, telah mengajar di sanggar
selama 3-7 tahun, dan memiliki latar belakang pendidikan S1 keguruan
atau pendidikan Islam.

* Pengelola sanggar berusia 42 tahun dengan pengalaman lebih dari 10
tahun dalam mengelola lembaga pendidikan komunitas diaspora.

¢ Siswa berusia 9-13 tahun, merupakan anak-anak pekerja migran
Indonesia yang telah tinggal di Malaysia antara 3-8 tahun.

Keberagaman karakteristik ini memungkinkan peneliti memperoleh pandangan
menyeluruh dari berbagai perspektif peran, usia, dan pengalaman sosial.

Validitas Data
Untuk memastikan keabsahan data, penelitian ini menerapkan triangulasi
sumber dan triangulasi teknik.

1) Triangulasi sumber dilakukan dengan membandingkan informasi dari
berbagai informan (guru, siswa, dan pengelola) untuk menguji konsistensi
pandangan mengenai praktik penguatan nasionalisme melalui lagu wajib
nasional.

2) Triangulasi teknik dilakukan dengan mengombinasikan hasil observasi,
wawancara, dan dokumentasi guna memperkuat keabsahan temuan.

Selain itu, peneliti juga melakukan member check dengan memberikan umpan
balik hasil interpretasi awal kepada informan agar memastikan bahwa data yang
ditafsirkan sesuai dengan realitas yang mereka alami.

Analisis Data
Analisis data dilakukan secara tematik dengan mengacu pada model interaktif
Miles dan Huberman (1994), yang meliputi tiga tahapan:
¢ Reduksi data, yaitu proses pemilihan, pemusatan perhatian, dan
penyederhanaan data sesuai fokus penelitian.
* Penyajian data, dalam bentuk deskripsi naratif dan matriks tematik yang
menggambarkan strategi, proses, serta dampak pembelajaran lagu wajib
nasional terhadap pembentukan karakter nasionalisme siswa.

Jourmal Aralytic s lslatmica
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¢ Penarikan kesimpulan dan verifikasi, yakni tahap menafsirkan pola
makna dari data yang telah terorganisasi untuk menemukan pemahaman
yang komprehensif mengenai fenomena yang diteliti.

Ketiga tahap ini berlangsung secara siklus dan berkesinambungan mulai dari
proses pengumpulan hingga analisis akhir. Seluruh hasil interpretasi diperiksa
ulang untuk memastikan konsistensi antara data empiris dan makna sosial yang
dihasilkan.

3. RESULT AND ANALYSIS Comment [L5]: sDircct quotes from informants
should be incladed to the

b y of
the data and clanfy the affective dimension.

Penelitian ini menemukan bahwa strategi penguatan karakter nasionalisme e
pada anak-anak Indonesia di Sanggar Belajar Muhammadiyah Kepong, Malaysia, theory should Jﬁ‘;‘:’:’;"m’:ﬂf‘ wing s
dilaksanakan melalui empat strategi utama,yaitu:(1) pembiasaan menyanyikan :?mw:;mwfww of this
lagu wajib nasional sebelum pembelajaran,(2) internalisasi makna lirik lagu,(3) R I A S e

integrasi lagu wajib nasional dengan pembelajaran sejarah, dan(4) pelaksanaan @ e et
oViswlzations s summary

kegiatan peringatan hari besar nasional.Keempat strategi ini diterapkan secara strategics and their impacts can add clarity 10 the
kontekstual sesuai kondisi sanggar yang menjadi lembaga pendidikan nonformal results

bagi anak-anak pekerja migran Indonesia. Dari hasil wawancara, observasi, | oTte scction “Effectives Challenges, and
strategi tersebut terbukti berperan signifikan dalam menumbuhkan rasa cinta Implications™ should be separated into its awn
tanah air, memperkuat identitas kebangsaan, dan membentuk karakter disiplin m""w s
serta kebersamaan di kalangan siswa. L

Pembiasaan Menyanyikan Lagu Wajib Nasional Sebelum Pembelajaran

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa salah satu strategi utama yang
diterapkan di Sanggar Bimbingan Muhammadiyah Kepong Malaysia dalam
menanamkan karakter nasionalisme adalah pembiasaan menyanyikan lagu wajib
nasional sebelum atau sesudah kegiatan pembelajaran. Kegiatan ini dilakukan
secara rutin dan konsisten oleh guru sebagai bagian integral dari proses belajar
mengajar. Berdasarkan hasil wawancara dengan wali kelas dan pengamatan
lapangan, kegiatan menyanyi bersama dilakukan hampir setiap hari, dengan lagu-
lagu seperti Garuda Pancasila, Indonesia Raya, dan Tanah Airku sebagai pilihan
utama. Aktivitas ini membentuk rutinitas yang tidak hanya menumbuhkan
semangat kebangsaan, tetapi juga menciptakan suasana kelas yang penuh
motivasi dan kebersamaan.



O34

EISSN 2415263 P ISSN M1 4380

3 2o .

Gambar 1. Menya;tyikan lagu tanah airku bersama siswa kelas 4 sanggar bimbingan.

Pembiasaan ini memiliki fungsi sebagai sarana penguatan identitas nasional
dan juga berperan sebagai media penanaman nilai disiplin, kebersamaan, dan
rasa bangga terhadap Indonesia. Observasi menunjukkan bahwa siswa sangat
antusias ketika menyanyikan lagu nasional; mereka berdiri tegak, bernyanyi
dengan suara lantang, bahkan beberapa secara spontan memberikan
penghormatan. Fenomena ini mencerminkan terjadinya internalisasi nilai cinta
tanah air yang tidak bersifat verbal semata, melainkan diwujudkan dalam
tindakan reflektif dan spontan.

Kegiatan tersebut sejalan dengan konsep pendidikan karakter menurut
(lickona, 2018) yang menekankan bahwa pembentukan karakter memerukan
pembiasaan yang konsisten melalui pengalaman langsung yang melibatkan
dimensi pengetahuan, perasaan, dan tindakan (knowing the good, desiring the
good, doing the good). Pembiasaan menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional merupakan
bentuk konkret dari pelaksanaan konsep tersebut, di mana nilai nasionalisme
diinternalisasi melalui tindakan berulang dan penuh makna.

Dalam konteks pendidikan nonformal, strategi ini terbukti relevan dan efektif
(Atika et al, 2019) menegaskan bahwa pelaksanaan penguatan pendidikan
karakter cinta tanah air dapat dilakukan melalui budaya sekolah atau lembaga
pendidikan yang mengintegrasikan kegiatan rutin seperti menyanyikan lagu
nasional ke dalam keseharian peserta didik. Hal ini juga diperkuat oleh hasil
observasi di sanggar, yang menunjukkan bahwa kegiatan menyanyikan lagu
nasional telah menjadi bagian dari kebiasaan dan budaya belajar yang ditunggu-
tunggu oleh siswa.

Selain kegiatan rutin di dalam kelas, pembiasaan ini juga diperkuat melalui
pelaksanaan upacara bendera setiap hari Senin. Meskipun upacara dilaksanakan
di dalam ruangan karena keterbatasan fasilitas, siswa tetap menjalankan
kegialan dengan penuh semangat dan khidmat. Mereka menyanyikan lagu
Indonesia Raya bersama-sama, diikuti sikap hormat dan doa bersama. Kegiatan
ini menggambarkan keterlibatan emosional siswa dalam menghormati simbol-
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simbol negara. (Annisa et al., 2024) menyatakan bahwa kegiatan rutin seperti
upacara bendera dan menyanyikan lagu kebangsaan merupakan sarana efektif
untuk menanamkan nilai disiplin dan tanggung jawab pada anak usia sekolah
dasar.

Hasil wawancara dengan guru juga menunjukkan bahwa pembiasaan
menyanyi lagu wajib nasional secara konsisten membantu siswa menghafal dan
memahami lagu-lagu tersebut tanpa tekanan. Mereka menjadi terbiasa dengan
lirik dan melodi lagu, sehingga kegiatan bernyanyi dilakukan dengan sukarela
dan gembira. (A. D. Lestari et al., 2020) menemukan bahwa pembiasaan yang
dilakukan secara terus-menerus mendorong terjadinya internalisasi nilai cinta
tanah air secara alamiah melalui pengulangan dan partisipasi aktif siswa.

Temuan ini juga memiliki relevansi yang kuat dalam konteks sosial anak-anak
pekerja migran di Malaysia. Berdasarkan hasil observasi, sebagian siswa
menunjukkan pengaruh bahasa dan budaya Malaysia dalam logat dan kebiasaan
sehari-hari. Pembiasaan menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional menjadi strategi
penting dalam menjaga identitas linguistik dan kultural Indonesia di tengah
dominasi budaya asing. (Aswan et al, 2023) mengungkapkan bahwa anak-anak
imigran Indonesia di Malaysia menghadapi tantangan besar dalam
mempertahankan bahasa dan budaya Indonesia akibat asimilasi lingkungan
Dengan demikian, kegiatan bernyanyi lagu nasional di sanggar berperan
strategis dalam memperkuat identitas nasional dan rasa keterikatan dengan
tanah air.

Pembiasaan juga berkontribusi terhadap pembentukan karakter disiplin
siswa. Hasil pengamatan menunjukkan bahwa kegiatan belajar di sanggar
dimulai dengan urutan yang terstruktur: dimulai dari shalat dhuha, membaca Al-
Qur'an, kemudian dilanjutkan dengan pembelajaran yang diawali menyanyikan
lagu wajib nasional. Rutinitas ini melatih kedisiplinan dan menciptakan iklim
belajar yang positif. Temuan ini didukung oleh penelitian (Makmur et al., 2023),
yang menunjukkan bahwa penguatan nasionalisme melalui metode repetisi
(pengulangan) efektif tidak hanya untuk membentuk hafalan, tetapi juga
membangun sikap disiplin dan tanggung jawab.

Kegiatan pembiasaan di sanggar juga menciptakan budaya institusional yang
bernilai kebangsaan, di mana lagu wajib nasional tidak lagi dianggap sebagai
kegiatan formalitas, melainkan sebagai bagian alami dari kehidupan belajar,
(Wulandari & Kristiawan, 2017) menegaskan bahwa penguatan pendidikan
karakter harus diwujudkan melalui pembentukan budaya lembaga yang kondusif,
di mana nilai-nilai kebangsaan hidup dalam kebiasaan dan interaksi sehari-hari
Dengan demikian, sanggar telah berhasil menciptakan atmosfer belajar yang
menumbuhkan rasa cinta tanah air dan solidaritas di antara siswa.

Dari keseluruhan hasil temuan, pembiasaan menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional
terbukti menjadi strategi efektif dalam membangun kesadaran kebangsaan di
kalangan anak-anak Indonesia di Malaysia. Melalui kegiatan sederhana yang
dilakukan secara konsisten, siswa tidak hanya mengenal simbol-simbol nasional,
tetapi juga menghayati maknanya dalam kehidupan nyata. Pembiasaan ini
menegaskan bahwa pendidikan karakter dapat tumbuh dari praktik keseharian
yang rutin, menyenangkan, dan bermakna.

Internalisasi Makna Lirik Lagu Wajib Nasional
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Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa strategi penting lain dalam penguatan
karakter nasionalisme di Sanggar Bimbingan Muhammadiyah Kepong Malaysia
adalah internalisasi makna lirik lagu wajib nasional. Kegiatan ini bertujuan agar
siswa tidak hanya hafal lagu, tetapi juga memahami nilai-nilai yang terkandung di
dalamnya. Berdasarkan hasil wawancara dan pengamatan, guru secara aktif
menjelaskan makna setiap lirik lagu, mengaitkannya dengan pengalaman hidup
siswa, serta menanamkan nilai moral dan patriotik melalui penafsiran sederhana
yang mudah dipahami allalslall.akL

aeee a2,

: |/
Gambar 2. wawancara dengan guru yang juga wali kelas dikelas 4 sanggar bimbingan

Dari hasil observasi, kegiatan ini dilakukan dengan cara interaktif. Guru sering
menanyakan arti kalimat tertentu dalam lagu, kemudian menghubungkannya
dengan kehidupan sehari-hari. Misalnya, ketika membahas lagu Garuda Pancasila,
guru menjelaskan simbol burung Garuda sebagai lambang kekuatan dan
keteguhan bangsa. Cara ini menunjukkan pendekatan pembelajaran yang
kontekstual, di mana siswa memahami nilai-nilai nasionalisme melalui refleksi
terhadap kehidupan mereka sendiri. Pendekatan ini sejalan dengan pandangan
(Musanna, 2017) yang menegaskan bahwa pendidikan karakter yang efektf
harus bersifat kontekstual dan menghargai pengalaman lokal peserta didik.

Guru juga memberikan penjelasan makna lagu dalam kaitannya dengan nilai-
nilai Pancasila dan sejarah perjuangan bangsa. Dalam pembelajaran, lirik lagu
seperti Tanah Airku dikaitkan dengan nilai persatuan dan cinta tanah air yang
sesuai dengan sila ketiga Pancasila. Strategi ini membantu siswa menghubungkan
pesan lagu dengan prinsip moral dan nasional yang lebih luas. (lickona, 2018)
menyatakan bahwa pendidikan karakter yang bermakna harus mengintegrasikan
aspek kognitif (pemahaman nilai), afektif (penghargaan terhadap nilai), dan
perilaku (implementasi nilai). Temuan di sanggar ini menunjukkan penerapan
prinsip tersebut, karena siswa tidak hanya memahami lirik, tetapi juga berusaha
menghayati dan mengimplemenlasikannya.

Hasil wawancara dengan guru menunjukkan bahwa siswa lebih mudah
memahami makna lagu ketika guru menggunakan pendekatan naratif dan
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reflektif. Lagu nasional seperti Bagimu Negeri dijadikan titik tolak diskusi tentang
pengorbanan dan jasa pahlawan. Guru kemudian mengaitkan nilai-nilai tersebut
dengan sikap tanggung jawab dan semangat belajar sebagai bentuk kontribusi
terhadap bangsa. Strategi ini terbukti meningkatkan keterlibatan emosional
siswa terhadap lagu nasional. Penelitian (Della, 2022) mendukung temuan ini
dengan menyatakan bahwa lagu nasional berfungsi sebagai media pembentuk
karakter kebangsaan yang mampu membangkitkan rasa bangga dan kesadaran
sejarah pada siswa sekolah dasar.

Observasi lapangan memperlihatkan bahwa kegiatan internalisasi makna ini
tidak hanya meningkatkan pemahaman kognitif siswa, tetapi juga memunculkan
keterikatan emosional. Siswa terlihat antusias ketika diajak membahas arti lagy,
bahkan beberapa menunjukkan rasa penasaran tentang sejarah di balik
penciptaan lagu. Fenomena ini mengindikasikan bahwa kegiatan internalisasi
makna lagu berperan penting dalam menumbuhkan civic curiosity rasa ingin
tahu tentang bangsa dan tanah air. (Qondias et al, 2024) menegaskan bahwa
pemahaman terhadap makna lagu nasional tidak hanya menumbuhkan rasa
bangga, tetapi juga memperkuat kesadaran kewarganegaraan yang aktif dan
bertanggung jawab.

Berdasarkan wawancara dengan kepala sanggar, internalisasi makna juga
dianggap sebagai sarana memperkuat kedekatan emosional siswa dengan
Indonesia. Ketika siswa memahami arti dari lagu yang mereka nyanyikan, muncul
rasa ingin tahu lebih jauh tentang kehidupan di tanah air. Temuan ini sejalan
dengan penelitian (Divana et al., 2024) yang menunjukkan bahwa pembelajaran
berbasis patriotisme dan budaya mampu menumbuhkan keinginan untuk
mengenal identitas nasional secara lebih mendalam pada anak-anak migran
Indonesia.

Proses internalisasi makna lagu juga terbukti efektif dalam menumbuhkan
nilai-nilai moral lain seperti disiplin, gotong royong, dan semangat juang
Berdasarkan hasil observasi, guru sering menekankan bahwa setiap lagu
memiliki pesan moral tertentu. Misalnya, lagu Bangun Pemuda Pemudi dikaitkan
dengan semangat belajar dan kerja keras, sementara Indonesia Pusaka
menumbuhkan rasa syukur atas keindahan tanah air. Menurut (Alwi et al,, 2023)
pembelajaran melalui lagu nasional akan lebih bermakna ketika guru
menafsirkan nilai-nilai moral di balik lirik lagu karena siswa belajar melalui
pengalaman afektif yang berulang.

Kegiatan internalisasi makna lagu juga memainkan peran penting dalam
menjaga identitas kebangsaan siswa yang hidup di luar negeri. Dalam konteks
diaspora, lagu nasional menjadi jembatan budaya yang menghubungkan siswa
dengan nilai-nilai dan bahasa Indonesia. (Hajri Hendra, 2023) menekankan
bahwa kesadaran identitas nasional harus dipupuk sejak dini untuk mencegah
hilangnya jati diri budaya di tengah globalisasi.Dalam hal ini, pemahaman makna
lagu nasional membantu siswa mempertahankan rasa keindonesiaan mereka di
tengah paparan budaya Malaysia.

Dengan demikian, hasil penelitian menegaskan bahwa internalisasi makna
lirik lagu wajib nasional di sanggar tidak hanya berfungsi sebagai kegiatan
pelengkap, melainkan sebagai strategi utama dalam membentuk karakter
nasionalisme yang mendalam. Melalui pendekatan kontekstual, reflektif, dan
partisipatif, kegiatan ini berhasil menggabungkan unsur kognitif, afektif, dan
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moral dalam satu proses pembelajaran yang bermakna. Strategi ini juga
menunjukkan bahwa lagu nasional dapat menjadi sarana pembelajaran karakter
yang transformatif, terutama dalam konteks anak-anak Indonesia di luar negeri
yang membutuhkan penguatan identitas nasional secara emosional dan
intelektual.

Integrasi Lagu Wajib Nasional dengan Pembelajaran Sejarah dan Mata
Pelajaran Lain

Hasil penelitian juga menunjukkan bahwa guru di Sanggar Bimbingan
Muhammadiyah Kepong menerapkan strategi integrasi lagu wajib nasional dalam
pembelajaran berbagai mata pelajaran, terutama PPKn, IPS, dan Seni Budaya.
Strategi ini memperlihatkan bahwa penguatan nasionalisme di sanggar tidak
dilakukan melalui kegiatan terpisah, melainkan diintegrasikan ke dalam seluruh
proses pembelajaran agar nilai-nilai kebangsaan menjadi bagian alami dari
aktivitas belajar siswa.Berdasarkan hasil observasi dan wawancara, guru
mengaitkan lagu wajib nasional dengan tema-tema pelajaran yang relevan. Dalam
mata pelajaran PPKn, lagu Garuda Pancasila digunakan untuk memperkuat
pemahaman siswa tentang nilai-nilai Pancasila, terutama semangat persatuan
dan cinta tanah air. Dalam mata pelajaran IPS, lagu Tanah Airku sering
diperdengarkan ketika membahas materi tentang keindahan dan kekayaan alam
Indonesia, sehingga siswa tidak hanya memahami konsep geografis, tetapi juga
mengembangkan rasa bangga terhadap tanah air. (Atika et al,, 2019) menegaskan
bahwa integrasi nilai karakter dalam mata pelajaran tematik memungkinkan
siswa belajar melalui pengalaman yang bermakna, karena nilai-nilai tidak
diajarkan secara terpisah dari konteks kehidupan nyata.

Dalam pembelajaran Seni Budaya, lagu nasional berfungsi sebagai media
untuk mengenalkan karya seni dan budaya Indonesia. Berdasarkan hasil
observasi, siswa diajarkan lagu nasional dengan iringan musik sederhana atau
gerakan tubuh, sehingga kegiatan belajar terasa menyenangkan dan partisipatif.
Guru juga menjelaskan makna sejarah di balik penciptaan lagu, misalnya ketika
memperkenalkan lagu Indonesia Raya dan perannya dalam perjuangan
kemerdekaan. (R. Lestari et al, 2022) menjelaskan bahwa pembelajaran sejarah
yang dikaitkan dengan media lagu dapat memperkaya pengalaman belajar siswa
karena musik berfungsi sebagai alat penghubung emosional antara masa lalu dan
masa Kini.

Hasil observasi menunjukkan bahwa integrasi ini menciptakan suasana belajar
yang penuh semangat dan kebersamaan. Lagu nasional digunakan guru tidak
hanya untuk mengawali pelajaran, tetapi juga untuk menutup kegiatan belajar
dengan nuansa positif. Pendekatan ini memperlihatkan bahwa lagu berperan
sebagai emotional bridge yang menghubungkan siswa dengan materi pelajaran
hal ini sejalan dengan (Campbell, 2018) yang menegaskan bahwa musik dalam
konteks pendidikan memiliki kemampuan untuk menumbuhkan identitas
kolektif dan membangun solidaritas sosial karena mampu menyentuh aspek
emosional peserta didik.

Lebih jauh, integrasi lagu nasional dalam pembelajaran juga memperkuat
kesadaran sejarah siswa terhadap perjuangan bangsa Indonesia. Guru
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memanfaatkan lirik lagu seperti Hari Merdeka atau Bagimu Negeri untuk
menjelaskan nilai pengorbanan dan semangat kemerdekaan, Strategi ini
memungkinkan siswa memahami sejarah tidak hanya sebagai fakta, Letapi
sebagai pengalaman emosional yang relevan dengan kehidupan mereka.
(Rachmat, 2024) menegaskan bahwa pendidikan kewarganegaraan bagi anak-
anak migran Indonesia di Malaysia harus dikemas dengan cara yang menarik dan
berbasis konteks agar siswa tetap memiliki keterikatan dengan bangsa asalnya.

Meskipun strategi integrasi ini berjalan efektif, hasil penelitian juga
menemukan beberapa hambatan, seperti keterbatasan waktu pembelajaran dan
jumlah tenaga pengajar yang tidak memiliki latar belakang seni atau sosial-
humaniora. Namun, guru beradaptasi dengan memanfaatkan teknologi sederhana
seperti televisi dan speaker untuk memutar lagu atau video pembelajaran.
Dukungan kepala sanggar dalam menyediakan fasilitas ini menjadi faktor penting
keberhasilan program. (Wulandari & Kristiawan, 2017) menegaskan bahwa
kepemimpinan yang mendukung dan lingkungan belajar yang kondusif
merupakan kunci keberhasilan penguatan pendidikan karakter.

Integrasi lagu nasional juga dilakukan melalui kegiatan ekstrakurikuler seperti
lomba menyanyi dan pementasan seni budaya Indonesia. Aktivitas ini
menciptakan ruang bagi siswa untuk mengekspresikan identitas nasional mereka
secara kreatif. Menurut (Qondias et al,, 2024) kegiatan seni berbasis lagu nasional
mampu memperkuat solidaritas, kebanggaan, dan rasa memiliki terhadap budaya
bangsa karena melibatkan pengalaman estetis dan emosional yang mendalam.

Selain fungsi pedagogis, integrasi lagu nasional juga memiliki dimensi sosial
yang kuat, terutama bagi anak-anak pekerja migran yang terpapar budaya asing.
Lagu nasional menjadi media pertahanan budaya dan simbol keterikatan dengan
tanah air. Penelitian (Divana et al, 2024) menegaskan bahwa pendidikan
berbasis budaya dan patriotisme di Malaysia berperan penting dalam menjaga
identitas nasional anak-anak diaspora Indonesia.Dalam konteks ini, lagu nasional
berfungsi sebagai pengingat emosional dan spiritual tentang akar kebangsaan
mereka.

Secara keseluruhan, hasil penelitian menegaskan bahwa integrasi lagu wajib
nasional dalam pembelajaran lintas mata pelajaran di Sanggar Bimbingan
Muhammadiyah Kepong merupakan praktik pendidikan karakter yang efektif
dan kontekstual. Strategi ini membantu siswa memahami nilai-nilai nasionalisme
secara komprehensif — melalui pelajaran, kegiatan seni, dan pengalaman sosial
yang saling melengkapi. Dengan menggabungkan aspek kognitif, afektif, dan
budaya, guru berhasil menciptakan proses pembelajaran yang tidak hanya
mengajarkan pengetahuan, tetapi juga membentuk kesadaran kebangsaan yang
kuat.

Peringatan Hari Besar Nasional sebagai Momen Intensif Penguatan
Nasionalisme

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa peringatan hari besar nasional seperti
Hari Kemerdekaan, Hari Pahlawan, dan Hari Sumpah Pemuda memiliki peran
sentral dalam penguatan karakter nasionalisme di Sanggar Bimbingan
Muhammadiyah Kepong Malaysia. Kegiatan ini tidak hanya bersifat seremonial,
tetapi menjadi wahana reflektif dan edukatif yang menumbuhkan rasa cinta
tanah air, kebanggaan, serta solidaritas di antara siswa. Melalui kegiatan
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bernvansa kebangsaan sepertl upacara, lomba, dan pementasan senl, siswa
mengalami pembelajaran nilal yang bersifat emosional dan soslal secara
bersamaan,

Berdasarkan hasil observasi, setlap peringatan hari besar naslonal di sanggar
dikemas dalam bentuk keglatan kreatif sepert! lomba pidato kebangsaan,
pembacaan pulsi perjuangan, dan pementasan budaya Indonesia Guru dan
kepala sanggar menganggap keglatan tersebut sebagal sarana untuk memperkuat
rasa kebersamaan dan mengingat perjuangan bangsa. Temuan Inl mendukung
pandangan (Makmur et al, 2023) bahwa perayaan harl besar nasional di
komunitas pendidilan anak-anak migran berfungsi sebagal anchor of identity —
pengikat identitas yang menghubungkan individu dengan bangsa asalnya melalul
pengalaman emosional bersama,

Gambar 3, Upacara bendera yang dilaksanakan setiap hart senin di sanggar bimbingan

Upacara bendera yang dilaksanakan setiap har! Senin juga berperan penting
dalam pembentukan kesadaran kebangsaan. Walaupun dilakukan i ruang
terbatas tanpa tlang bendera permanen, keglatan tetap berlangsung dengan
khidmat. Siswa menyanyikan Indonesia Raya dan mengucapkan fanji siswa
dengan penuh semangat. Hal inl menunjukkan bahwa kesakralan vpacars tidak
bergantung pada fasilitas fisik, melainkan pada makna dan komitmen yang
dibangun bersama. (Annisa et al, 2024) menegasian bahwa keglatan rutin
sepert! upacara bendera dan menyanytkan lagu nasional efekell menumbuhkan
disiplin, tanggung jawab, dan raosa hormat terhadap simbol negara,

Keglatan peringatan 17 Agustus menfadi momen yang paling berkesan bagl
siswa. Berdasarkan hasil observasi, mereka menunjukkan antushasme tnggi saat
mengikut! lomba-lomba tradislonal, menghlas riangan dengan warna merah
putih, dan menggunakan atribut yang bertemakan  kebangsaan indonesia,
Keglatan inl menciptakan atmosfer kebersamaan dan semangat patriotik yany
Jeuat, Hal Inl sesual dengan (Rachmat, 2024) yang Jugs menyoroth pentingny.
keglatan bernuansa kebangsaan bagh analcanak pekerfa migran karena dapat
memperkuat identitas nusional mereka di tengah arus budaya negaca laln
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Selain perayaan formal, gurs juga memanfaatkan momen peringatan untuk
mengajarkan nilal sefarah dan perjuangan bangsa. Lagu seporti Bagimu Negeri
dan Hari Merdeka digunakan untuk menggugah kesadaran siswa skan artd
kemerdekaan dan tanggung jawab generasi muda dalam melanjutkan perjuangan
+ (A D. Lestari et al, 2020) menemukan bahwa lagu naslonal memiliki kekuatan
afektifl untuk membangun rasa bangga dan nasionalisme karena mengandung
narasi sejarah yang dapat dihayati bersamaSalah satu hasil wawancara
menunjukkan bahwa kegiatan ini juga berfungsi sebagai sarana pembentukan
karakter sasial, Sisws saling bekerja sama dalam mempersiapkan acara, berbagl
peran sebagal pemimpin upacara, pembaca teks Pancasila, hingga petugas lomba
Aktivitas inl membangun nilai tanggung jawab dan gotong royong di antara
siswa. Menurut (Muhammad Fadhel et al, 2024) keterlibatan aktif peserta didik
dalam kegiatan kebangsaan berkontribusi besar terhadap pembentukan identitas
nasional karena pengalaman langsung memberikan makna yang lebih lust
dibandingkan pengajaran teoritis.

Dari pengamatan lapangan, kegiatan peringatan hari besar nastonal juga
menumbuhkan sense of belonging terhadap Indonesta. Ketilka lagu kobangsaan
dinyanyikan bersama, svasana emosional yang muncul memperiihatkan
keterikatan yang mendalam antara siswa dan tanah airnya.Campbell (2021)
menegaskan bahwa aktivitas bernyanyi bersama dalam konteks ritual sosial
berfungsi membangun solidaritas dan memperkuat ikatan emostonal kolektif.
Dalam konteks ini, musik menjadi instrumen yang menghubungikan identitas
individu dengan komunitas bangss.

Kegiatan peringatan juga sering disinergikan dengan kegiatan keagamaan,
seperti Maulid Nabi atau Tahun Baru Istam, di mana guru menyisipkan lagu
nasional dalam acara tersebut. Pendekatan ini mencerminkan sinergl antara nilai
religius dan nasional yang berjalan harmonis. (Wulandari & Kristiawan, 2017)
menyebutkan bahwa penguatan karakter kebangsaan akan lebih efektif bila
dﬂdmlunmdlmmqnﬁmunbudlyndwhhdmnthlmﬂm

Kegiatan tersebut juga menstimulasi civic curiosity, yaitu rasa ingin tahu siswa
terhadap kehidupan bangsa dan negara. Guru melaporkan bahwa setelah
mengikuti kegiatan 17 Agustus, banyak siswa bertanya tentang sejarah
Indonesia, presiden, dan simbol kenegaraan. Feromena ini memperiibatkan
buhwa kegiatan bernusnsa nastonal mampu  menumbulkan  kesadaran
kewargaan yang lebih dalam Hal ini sejalan dengan Penelitian (Della, 2022) yang
menyatakan bahwa ekspresi musik nasional mampa membangkitkan rasa ingin
tahu warga negara muda terhadap bangsa dan negaranys.

Dalam konteks anask-anak migran, kegistan semacam ind memiliki makna
simbolik dan emosional yang kuat. (Divana et al, 2024) menunjukkan bahwa
aktivitas patrotik di lembags pendidikan nonformal i Malaysia berfungsi
sebagal ruang pembentukan identitas nasional anak-anak Indonesia di tengah
lingkungan multikultural Dengan demikian, kegiatan peringatan hari besar
nasional di ssnggar bukan sekadar peraysan simbolik, tetapi juga strategi
kultural untuk memperkuat kebanggaan dan rass memiliki terhadap bangss
Indonesia.

Socara keseluruhan, hasil ponelitian menunjulckan bahwa peringatan harl
besar nasional di Sanggar Muhammadiyah Kepong merupakan  strategl
pembelajaran nilal kebangsaan yang bersifat intogratif, menggobungkan aspek
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kogoitil, afektif;, dan sosial. Melalul kegiatan bersama, siswa tdak hanya
mengingat scjarah, tetapl juga menghayati makna nasionalisme melabul
pengalaman emosional dan sostal yang nyata Sejalan dengan itu (Vargas-Salfate
et al, 2020) menegaskan bahwa kesadaran identitas nasional terbentuk molalui
peagalaman kolektil yang bermakna dan melibatkan emosi kebersamasn

Efektivitas, Tantangan, dan lmplikasi
Hasil penelitian socara keseluruhan monunjukkan bahwa strategi penguatan
karakter nasionalisme melalui media lagu wajib nasional dan kegiatan bernuansa

pembelajaran, dan peringatan hari besar nasional — bekerja saling melenghkapi
sobagal satu sistem nilal yang memperkuat identitas kebangsaan anak-anak
Indonesia di Malaysia.
a) Efektivitas Strategl

Efektivitas strategi terlihat dari perubahan sikap dan perilaku siswa,
Berdasarkan hasil pengamatan, siswa menunjukkan sikap hormat terhadap
simbol negara, mampu menyebutkan lagu nasional dengan benar, dan
memperiihatkan semangat kebangsaan yang konsisten dalam kegiatan belajar.
(A D. Lestari et al, 2020) menyatakan bahwa pembiasaan bernyanyi lagu
nasional secara rutin dapat menginternalisasi rasa cinta tanabh air melalu
pengulangan yang bermaknaPemahaman makna lagu juga meningkatkan
kesadaran konseptusl siswa terhadap nilal kebangsaan. Siswa memahami arti
kata dan pesan moral yang terkandung dalam lagu, yang kemudian tercermin
dalam perilaku sehari-hari, seperti saling menghormati dan bekerja sama.
(Qondias et al, 2024) menemukan bahwa pemahaman makna lagu nasional
memperkuat civic responsibility karena menumbuhkan rasa tamggung jawab
sostal dan kebanggaan masional Strategi integrasi dalam  pembelajaran
memperiuas efek positif ini. Lagu nasional yang dikaitkan dengan mata pelajoran
sejarah, PPKn, dan seni memperkuot kesadaran kebangsaan dalam berbagai
konteks belajar. (Atika et al, 2019) mencgaskan bahwa pendidikan karakter akan
lebih berhasil bila nilai-nilal dintegrasikan ke seluruh mata pelajoran,

Kegiatan peringatan hari besar nasional memperkuat solidaritas dan identitas
kolektif siswa, Dalam kontoks diaspora, kegiatan ini memiliki fungsi sostal yang
vital, yaitu menghubungkan kemball anak-anak Indonesia dengan akur
kebangsaannya. (Makmur et al, 2023) menegaskan bahwa kegiatan patriotik
luar negeri menjadi ritual identity reinforcement yany menjags kesinambungan
memori nasional di tengah perbedaan budaya.

b) Tantangan Implementast

Beborapa tantangan ditemukan dalam pelaksanaan strategl ini Portama,
keterbatasan wakty pembelajarun di sanggar menyebabhan keglatan bernuansa
vasional tidak selulu dapat didakokian sccara mendalom. (Kamul, 2009) mencatat
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bahwa lembaga pendidikan nonformal sering menghadapl  keterbatasan
struktural schingga inovast pedagogis harus dilakukan secara fleksibel Kedua,
keterbatasan sumber daya manusia, kbususnya guru dengan latar belakang senl
#au sosialn *, jadi kendala. Guru mengatasi hal ini dengun
kreativitas dan penggunaan teknologi sederhaa seperti pemutar lagu dan video.
(Gymnastiar et al, 2024) menycbutian bahwa pemanfastan media digital
sedorhana dalam pendidilan anak migran meningkatkan keterikatan emosional
siswa terhadap budaya L

Selain itw, faktor lingkungan sostal di Malaysia turut memengaruhi idontitas
siswa. Sebagian besar siswa terbiasa menggunakan bahasa Melayu, yang dapat
melemahkan penggunaan bahasa Indonesia. (Aswan et al, 2023) menjolaskan
bahwa perubaban bshass dan lingkungan sosial dapat menggeser kesadaran
identitas kebangsaan jka tidak dilmbangl dengan pendidikan budaya, Oteh
karena itu, lagu nasional berfungsi sebagsl sarana penting untuk
menpertahankan bahasa dan rasa keindonesiaan siswa.

<) Implikasi Teoretis dan Praktis

Penelitian ini memiliki implikasi tooretis terhadap pengembangan pendidikan
karakter berbasis budaya. Temuan ini memperkuat teori (lickona, 2018) dan
(Vargas-Salfate et al, 2020) bahwa pembentukan karskter nasional tidak hanya
melalui pengetabuan, tetapi jugs pengalaman emosional yang berulang dalam
konteks sosial yang bermakna, Lagu wajib nasional menjadi pedagogical medium
yang efektif untuk menjembatani ranah kognitif, afeltif, dan moral siswa.

Secara praktis, hasil penolitian ini memberikan model strategis bagl lembaga
pendidikan ponformal di luar negers untuk menanamkan nilai kebangsaon
melslui kegiatan sederhana dan menyenangkan (Divama et al, 2024)
menegaskan bahwa pendidikan patriotik berbasis budaya di komunitas disspora
mampu memperkuat identitas nasional secara berkelanjutan Selain Ity, temuan
Inl menyoroti pentingrya dukungan kolaboratif antara guru, kepala sanggar, dan
komunitas orang tua (Niehlah et al, 2023) menegaskan bahwa keteddibatan
soslal masyarakst migran becperan penting dalam menjaga ailai-nilai nasionad
onak-anak Indonesia di luar negert. Dengan dukungan tersebut, pendidikan
karakter tidak hanya berlangsung di ruang belajar, totapl juga menjadi budaya

hidup dalam komunitas.
Secara keseluruhan, hasil penelitian mencgaskan bahwa pendidikan karakter = < ey
nasionalisme metalui lagu wajib nasional dan kegiatan kebangsaon merupakan = -ﬂ..:‘
pendekatan yang efektif, kontekstual, dan berkelanjutan. Strateg) ini mampu A4 POy e
perkuat identitas masional, rasa bangga, sorta kepedulian sosial siswa | ol ot M o vl Aty o
Indonesia di lingkungan multéultural, sekaligus menjadi kontribusi nysta bagi Viusiom 20d Cbtwre prbesion
pengembangan teor pendidikan karakier berbusks budaya bangsa, l TN Clal s bbb s
-A-::n—u:r--_
4. CONCLUSION | tin o bt s
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Hasil penelitian inf menegaskan bahwa strategl penguatan laraktor
nasionalisme melalul media lagu wajib nasional di Sanggar Bimbingan
Mubammadiyah Kepong Malaysia terbukt efektif dan kontekstual datam
membentuk kesadaran kebangsaan anak-anak Indonesia yang hidup di luar
negeri. Empat strategl utama pemblassan menyanylkan lagy wajib nasional,
Internalisasi makna lirik lagu, integrasi lagu dalam pembelajaran lintas mata
pelajaran, serta pelaksansan kegiotan peringatan harl besar nasional berjalan
secara sinergis dan saling momperkuat dalam membangun identitas nasional
peserta didik Pembiasaan menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional secara rutin mampu
menanamkan rasa cinta tanah air dan kebanggaan terhadap simbol negara
Internalisasi makna lirk lagu memperdalam pemahaman kognitil dan afektif
siswa terhadap nilai-nilai  perjuangan, persatuan, dan tanggung jawab
kebangsaan. Integrasi lagu nasional dalam mata pelajaran seperti PPKa, IPS, dan
Send Budaya memungkinkan terwujudnya pembelajaran kontekstual yang
menumbuhkan pemahaman sejarah bangsa dan nilal Pancasila secara aplikatif.
Adapun peringatan hari besar nasional berfungst sebagal mamen intensif yang
memperkuat ikatan emosional, solidaritas, dan semangat kolektif siswa sebagai
bagian dari bangsa Indonesia di lingkungan multikultural Malaysia.

Dalam konteks amak-anak pekerja migran Indonesia di Malaysia, hasil
penelitian ini memiliki Implikasi penting bahwa pendidikan karakter berbasis
lagu nasional bukan hanya sarana pelestarian budaya, tetapl juga instrumen
strategis untuk mempertahankan identitas nasional di tengah tekanan asimiasi
budaya, Kegiatan bernyanyi bersama, memahami makna lagu, dan memperingati
hari besar nasional menciptakan ruang sosial yang memungkinkan siswa
mengekspresikan kebanggaan, rusa memiliki serta loyalitas terhadap bangsa
Indonesia.Selain Itu, penelitian ini memberikan implikasi praktis bagi lembags
pendidikan nonformal di luar negerl untuk mengembangkan strategi
pembelajaran karakter yang adaptif, kreatif, dan berbasts budaya bangsa
Dukungan kolaboratif antara guru, kepala sanggar, orang tua, dan komunitas
diaspora menjadi kunct dalam keberlanjutan penanaman nilai kebangsaan. Lagu
wajib nasional, bila diajarkan secars reflektif dan terintegrasi tidak hanya
membentuk hafalan, totapi juga menumbuhkan kesadaran kebangsaan yang
hidup dan berakar kuat dalam dirl siswa.

Dengan demikian, pendidikan karakter melalui lagu wajib nasional terbukti
menjadi pendekatan yang efelctif dalam membangun g i muda Ind
yang memiliki identitas kuat, bangga terhadap bangsanya, serta stap menjadi
warga dunia yang berkarakter, religius, dan nasionalis. Penclitian i1 diharapkan
dapat menjadi rujukan konseptusl dun praktis bagi peagembangan model
pendidikan karakter borbasis budaya bangsa, terutama i lingkungan diaspora
atau komunitas Indonesia di luar pegen
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" This study aims to analyze sirategies for strengthening

nationalista character through noticndl patriotic scngs
amang chiidren at the Muaammadiyoh Learnivg Center
in Kepony, Mulaysia. Nationalism is a fundamentol
aspect in shaping the character of Indonssian migrant
chi'dren abroad, whe are vulnzrable to experiencing a
crisis of navional identity. This reseirch employs a2
quelitative approach with a case study method. The
research  subjects include the [learning center
administrators, homeroom teacher, ard nine stuedents
Data were collected through observation, in-depth
interviews, and documentation, and analyzed using the
Miles and Huberman model. The findings revweal thet
nativnalism character isstrengtheaed through four main
strategies: (1) habituation of singing national patrioti
songs before lessons degin, (2) internakizetion of values
and meanings contained in song lyrics, (3) integration of
songs with the teaching of natfonal history, and (#) active
involvement of siudents in the commemoration of
national holidays. The implementation of these streteyies
has proven effective in fostering love for the homeland,
strengthening national identity. and shaping discipline
and pride 6s Indanasian citizens Theareticaly, thiv study
contributes to the development of the conceptof patriotic
pedagogy  and  culture based  charecter  education
through music withia noa-furma! educationai settings
amony Indonesian diaspora commanities. Practically,
the results offer an aiternative model for sducotors wl
ledrning centzr administrators abroad to enhance civic
and natlonal #ducation through creative end contextuol
upproaches

Keywards: Natonalism, dinspora education, 1 hotas te
education, patrintie padogeyy, natioral patriotk songs
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L. INTRODUCTION

Character education is one of the fundamont al pillars of Indonesia’s national education
system 1ts purpose 18 to develop learners inw individuals who are faithful, piovs, noble in
character, bealthy, knowledgeable, capable, creative, independent, as wel' as democratic
and responsille citizers [Law No. 20 of 2003). However, in the carrent era of massive
globalization, the formation of young people's character faces Increasingly complex
challenges. The uncentrollable flow of irformation, the penetration of foreign cultural
influences, and the erosion of traditional values have become serious threats o naticnal
Identity (Wibowo & Gunawan, 2013).

The fading of patriotic spirit & reflected in the Jow awarsness amony the yoanyer
geaeration regarding the nation’s history, their limited appreciation for naticnal symbols,
and the decining sense of pride in being Indonesian, Annisa et al, (2024) emphasize that
the lack of understanding of the meaning of ceremontal flag ritals among elementary
school children is a cleas indicator of declining nationalism In this contex:, dullding
nathonal identity becomes an essentinl form of cultural defenie ta prevent the younger
geaeration from losing their sense ol wentity amid global pressures (Hajri Hendra, 2023).

Natioral identity represents the essence of a ration, manifested through state symbols
suchi us Pancasila, the red-and-white fag, tie lndonesian lenguage, and twe saticnal
anthem Indonesia Raya (Muhammad Fadhel et al, 2024). Therefore, nationalsm
educatior must he designed holistically and integratively, covering cognitive dimer sions
(knowledge of history and national values), affective dimensions (love and pride for the
nation). and psychomotor dimensions (real actions in safeguarding national unity).

Natwralsm-based character education becomes even meore crucial when naticnal
vaues begin 1o ernde under the influence of global culture. Strergthening nationalise
must be initioted fram an early age through contextual, creative, and enjoyoble media
capante of brdging rational urderstanding with emotional engagement

Indonesia s one of the largest migrant-worker-sending countries in Southeast Asia.
According to cata from the Indonesian Migrant Worker Protection Agency (BP2M1, 2022),
more than 4.5 milion Indonesian migrant workers are spread across various countries,
with Malaysia belrg one of the top destinations. Thix phenomenaon brin s complex social
corseqaences. i ading edocational chatlenges for children who accompany their parents
abroad

Limited access w formal edacation based on the ndonesion curviculum vaases migrant
chidren W lose opportunities to learn about Indonesian history, culture and Pancasila
va ves. This males them walneraole to a erivs of natlonal identity due to expasure to local
ou ture and different educational systems (Rachmat, 2024). In Malaysia, Bngubste and
ou tural stmdlorities with the Malay community further increase the risk of wnintenticnal
cu tural mexundlation. Indoneshan as @ huritage language has @ strategic function ot unly
A% 4 mears of communication out also a4 medivm lor ansmotting Cutural sl st
viuws (Aswan ot al, 2023) Therelore poi formal sdhucatbmal lnathutions sacy as the
Mubianimmantiyale Laar g Conar In Baepongyg play o vital sl oo muinbabdog B conthouiy
of nathcpal ke ntity among Ddoswshan rvgront childoen

B e contont of dhiarantor education, s plays o s itioant role. Newivaivcauon
SLUe s BhOW Al s SEOUIALES MIMEAROAY ACUVIY deruss cognit ve, alfecuve, and
peychomotor domaiis in learning processes (Teost ot al, 2024) Activation of the
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amygdala and hippocampus when listening to music strengthens emotioral engagement
and memory retertion making song-based learning more effective for instilling values.
Thus, charecter education through masic Is not merely recreational it osters deep
emotional connections with national values,

Natioral patriotic songs posscss pedagogical advantages because they are casy to
remember, sich in patriotic messages, and capable of duilding 4 sense otunity, Qondias ot
al. (2024) cemonstrate that corsistent practice of singirg national songs can cultivate
patriotism amorg studen:s, Similarly, Della (2022) and Alwi et al. {2023) emphasize the
importance of introducieg patriotic songs from an early age as a means of fostering
nationzlism and promoting active participation in national activitics. Therefore, national
patriotic songs serve as an integrative medium of character education that combmnes
cognitive elements (urderstanding the meaning of lyrics), allective elements
(apprecating values), and psychomotor elements (singing together).

Previous studies mostly focused on implementing national patriotic songs in formal
school setting: in Indonesia However, resecrch examining the role of national songs as 2
strategy for strengthen ng nationalism in non-formal educational institutions for children
of migrant warkers ramains very limited. In fact, the ‘'ndonesian diaspora context ahroad
gresents wiique identity dynamics st require distind. pedagogical approaches.
Therefore, ths stady focuses on analyzing strategies for strengthening nationalism
character through national patriotic scngs ameng children at the Muhammadiyan
Learning Center in Kepong, Malaysia. This stucy is expected tocontribut2 theoretically ©
the development of patriotic pedagogy in character education and provide practical
implications for non-fur mal educational institutions in Indonesian diaspora communities
0 renforce national identity among younger gererations.

RESEARCH METHOD

This study employs a qualitative approach with a case study design to gain an In-depth
understanding of strategies for strengthering nationalism character through ational
patriotic sungs among students at the Mubhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong,
Malaysia This approach was choser because the rescarch focuses or sockal and
cducational prenomena that natarally occur within a non-formal karning cavironmen:.
where nathonalism values are instilled through the practice of singing national soags, The
case study design exables the researcher to present a factual in-depthy, and contextual
description of the processes, strategies, and meanings behind the use of national patriotic
song o shaping the natlonalism character of Indoneslan diaspora chidren in Malaysia.

Theresearch was conducted at the Mubammadiyah Leaming Center in Kepong located
st jalar Metro Prima, 52100 Kuala Lumpur, Federal Tereitory of Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia,
The data collection process Lok place over one morth, lrom September 4 1o Octooer 1,
2025 This kearning center is 2 non-formal edvcational institmtion serving the children of
Indoneslan migrant workers, with a focus on learning based on Iskunke valies and
Indonesun nationalism

T data vources b dabe study conclat of primary aod secondary data

w) Py deta were obtat aed through
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e Participant odservation, conducted during learning actvizies and practice
sessons of national patrintic songs at the learning conter, including the
routine uf singing befor e lessons and actizities duting nationa’ celebrations.

e In-depth interviews with nine informants consisting of cne mentor teacher,
one learring center administrator, and seven students,

*  Documentation, inclucing photos, actvity videos, and records of learning
activities and national events.

b) Secendary data were obtained from support.ng docurnents such as institutional
profiles, activity arciives, and relevant scholarly literature on character
cducation, nationalism, and non-formal cducation in Indcnesian disspors
communities

The in‘ormants in this study were selected using purposive sampling, considering their
active involvement in activities related to netional patriotic songs.
¢ The mertor tezcher, aged 24, has been teaching at the learning center for three
years and holds an undergraduate degree in education or Islamic studies,

o Tnelearning center adnunistrator, aged 42, has more than 10 years of experience
ir managirg educatioral institutions withir Indones:an diaspora eommunities.

s The students, aged 9-10, are children of Indonestan migrant workers who have
lived in Malaysia for 3-1) years.

The diversity of these characteristics enabled the rescarcher to obtain comprehensive
insights from vartous perspectives of roles, ages, and soclal experiences.

To ensure the validity of the data, this study applied source triangulation and technique
L bangul ativay,

1) Sewce Urianguation was carried cut by comparing Infurmaton fiom various
Informants (teachers, students, and administrators) to examine the consstency of
perspecuves regarding the practives of strengthening nationalism thiougn
ratioral pat e atie songs

Z) Technigue triangulation was conducted by combb ing the tesults ol vinvivations,
b terviews and docamentation inorder to reinforce the credibilty of the indings.

In add tion, the researcher conducted member chedking by providing feedback on the
nitial interpretations (o the mformants 1o ensure that the interpreted dat accurarely
reflected their lived experiences

Data analysis was carried out thematically by referving to Miles and Huberman's
(1994) imteractive model, which consists of three stages:

o Data reduction, namely the process of selecting focusing, and samplify mg data 11
sccordance with the research foous,

o Data display  presented in the Torm of marcative desoophions ang ety
s it st e Ul shratogghon, poron s, i b o of sl pateiois
sung learning on the development o students’ matiomalis i b b

¢ Canclusion drawing and veofication, whkh lavalves interpcting paterms and
g b Hhe o gannaed data wobbam @ comprohensive uidenstanding vl
P phw o i wider staly
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These three stages oocarred cydically and cor tinunusly from the data collection phase
to the final analysis. Allinterpretations were re-examinad (o ensure consistency between
empirical data and the resulting social mearings.

RESULT AND ANALYSIS

This study found that the strategics for strengthening rationalism character among
Indonesian children at the Mehamimadiyah Learmung Center in Kepong, Malaysia, were
Iimplemented through four main approackes: (1) the habituation of singing aational
patriotc songs before lessons begin, (2) the internalization of the meanings contained in
sung Iyrics, (3) the integration of national songs with the teaching of rational history, and
(4) the mplementaticn of activities commemorating naticnal holidavs These four
strategies were applaed contextually in accordance with the conditions of the learning
center, which serve< ac 2 non-farmal educational ingitution for childrer of Indoresian
s el wor ke, Bosed wn inlerviews and observations, these stralegies wet e proven o
play 2 significan: role in fostering love for the homeland, strengthening national identity,
and shaping d scipline and 2 sense of togetherness among the students.

Habituation of Singing National Patriotic Songs Before Learning Activities

The find.ngs of th s study indicate that one of the mair strategies implamented at the
Mzhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong, Malaysia, ‘0 instill naticnalism character is
the habituation of sirging national patriotic songs before or afier leaming activities. This
fustme & caed out conssteatly by teacherns as an integral part of the teaching and
lesrmng process. Hased on interviews with the homeroom teacher znd field observations,
the coliective singing actvities are condacied almost every day, with songs such as Garada
Pawasila Indonesia Raye, and Tanah Alrku as the primary selections. This activity
establishes 2 routine that cot oaly fosters patriotic spirit but aso creatss a classroom
atmosphore filled with metivation and togetherness.
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Figure 1. Singieg the song, Tanah Alrku together with the 4th grade students of the leaming
conter.

This kabituation functions as a medium for strengthening national idertity while
simultancously serving as a vehide for Insulling discipline, wgetherness, and pride in
Indonesia. Observations show that the students are highly enthusiastic when singing
national sorg:: they stand upright, sing loudly, and some cven spontancously give a salate.
Thas phenomenon relects the internalization of pamotic values that s not merely verbal
hut manifested through reflective and spontaneous actions Such activities align with
Lickona's (2018) cancept of Charamter education, which cumphasizes that character
formation requires consistent habituation through direct experiences involving the
dimensions of “knowing the good, desiring the good, and doing the good * The reutine of
sirging national songs & a concrete manifeszation of this corcept, In whidk natioralsm s
interralized through repetitive and meaningful actior s.

In the contex: of nonformal education, this strategy has proven relevart and effective.
Atikz ef al (2019) explain that strengthenirg character education related to love for the
homeland can be achieved through institutional culture that integrates routine activitios
such as singing nationa! songs ino students’ daily learning experiences. Thisis reinforoed
byobservations inthe learning center, which show that singing national songs has become
a babitua. and eagerly antidpated partof the learning culture,

Beyond the daily classroom routine, this habituation is further reinforced through fag
ceremonies hzld every Monday. Although concducted indoors due to limited facdities,
students carry out the ceremony with enthusiasm and solemnity. They sing “Indenesia
Raya" together. follcwed by salutes and collective prayer. The seriousness and deen
appreciation cisplayed by the students indicate their understanding of the significance of
the ceremony s a lormol resped tor the ration. This aligns with Annisaetal (2024), who
found that roctine activities such i flag ceramonies and singing the national inthem are
effecive media for instilling disciplire and responsibility in elementary school chidren.
These findings parallel wha: occurs in the lcaming center, where national rituals despite
heing eande cted in simple eanditions still have a significant impact on studerts’ charactor
formatson,

Intervaews with teachers also reveal that the corsistent habituation of singing saticsal
sungs hedps students memorie and comprehend the sengs effortiessly They become
familiar with the Jvrics and melodies, making the singing activities voluntary and joyful
Lestarietal (2020) found that continucus habituation encourages natural intermalization
of patrotic va ues Through repeated practice and active part cipation

This finding is especially relevant in the sacio-culuml contest of Indonesian migrant
childres in Malaysia. Obscrvations show that some students exhibit influcnces of
Malaysan language and culture in thelr speach and daily habits. Thus, the habituation of
sirging national songs becomes an important strategy In maintaining Indonesian linguistic
and cutwrd Menuty anid the dominance of foreign cultural influences. Aswan et al
(2023) similarly highlight that Indonesian migrant chi dren in Malaysia face signiticart
challenges in preserving their Indonesian language and culture due to caviromental
assimilatior. Hence, national song-sing ng activities in the center serve a strategic whe 1y
resnfor ang naticnal identity and o sense of cornection to the homeland

Habitwathon alse contrbutes w bullding students’ cisciplise Observations indicatw that
bewrning activities in the conter begin with a stractured sogquence: starting with dhaha

Aol Fra e davika
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prayer, followed by Qur'an reading, and ther lessons that begin with singing sational
songs. This routine strengthens discipline and creates a posidve learring dimate. This
aligns with findings 5y Makmur et al. (2023). who rote that strergthening nstionalism
through repetitive methods is efective not oaly for bullding memorization bat also for
fostering discipline avd responsibility.

The habtuation practices also create an institutional culture grounded in “ational
va ues, where national songs are no longer seen as formal ob igatiors bu: 2¢ 3 natursl pant
of the learning ervironment. This shilt In perception demonsirates successicl
internadization of values ocourring organically. Wulandari and Eristiawan (2017) argue
that “screngthoning character cducation must be realized through the creation of 2
cosducive msttetonal culture,” erabling national values to be embedded ir dmly habits
and interactions Tais viewpoint reinforces the finding that the center’s supportive culture
toward natioral activities is a key factor in successfully instilling nationalism. Thus, the
learming center has successfully created a leaming atmosphere that nurtures patriotism
and solidarity among students not through coercion, but through meaningful habitation.

Overall, the findings affirm tha: the routine sirging of rational songs is an effective
strategy for cultivating nationzl awareness amang Indoresian children in Malycia
Thruugh simple ye! comiptent stivitie, students nut only leass matosal symbols but abo
internalize their meaning in real life This habicuation éemonstrates that character
edacatior can grow from daily practices that are routine, enjoyable, and meaningul,

Internalization of the Meaning of National Patriotic Song Lyrics

The findizs of the study show that another important strategy in stremgthering
nationalian among students a® the Muhammadiyak Learning Certer ia Kepoag, Malaysia,
is the internalzstion of the meaning of naticnal patriotic song lyrics. This activity aims
ensure that Sudents 0. only memorize the songs, but also undersand the values
embedded within them. Eased on interviews and chservations, teachers actively explain
the meaning of cach lyric, relate it to the students’ life expericnces, and irstdl meral and
patriotic values through simple interpretations that are easy for children © understand.
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Figure 2, an interview with the teacher who also serves as Uie Fomeroum teacher of the 4th-
prade class at the learning center

Based on the observations, this activity Is carrled out Interactively, The wacher often
asks students about the meaning of specific lines in the sang and then connects them o
evervday life, For example, when discussing the song Garude Pancasila, the taacher
exMains the Garada bird as a symbol of the nation’s strength and resilience. s method
demonctrates a contextual leaming approach in which students understand the values of
nabionelisim Uaough rellection oa thel own lived expetiences, This approach aligus with
Musanna's [2017) view that effective character education must be contextual and
appreciative of learners' local experiences,

The teacher also explains the meaning of the song in relation to Pancisil vadues and
the nation’s historical struggles In learning activities, lyries from songs suck a< Tanah
Airku are linked to values of unity and love for the homeland, which correspond 10 the
third principle of Pancasila. Thus strategy helps students connect the messages in the songs
with broader moral and national prindples, Lickena (2018) states that meaningful
character education must Integrate cognitive aspects (understanding values), affective
aspects (valuing the good), and behavioral aspects (acting upon values), The findings at
the learring center reflec: the applicaticn of this principle, as studerts not only
underszand the lyrics bat also strive to internalize and practice them.

Interviews with the teacher reveal that studeats understand song meanings more
easlly when the teacher uses rarrative and reflective approaches, Fatriotic sungs such as
Bagimu Negeri are used as a starting point for discussions about sacrifice and the
covtributions of mational Accocs. The teacker then links these values to students'
responsibilities and learning motivation as forms ol contribution Lo the nation. This
strategy effectively enhances students’ emotionaul engagement with national songs. Della
(2022) supports these findings, statirg that national songs function as character-ullding
media capable of fostering pride and historical awareness among elementary school
students.

Field observations show that the internalization precess not ondy improves students’
cognitive understanding but also fosters deep emotional attachment. Students appear
enthustastic when discussing song meanings, and some even express curlosity about the
historical background of the songs. Their spontancous questions indicate a geavine
Interes: in national values, This suggests that the internalization of song meanings plays
an essential role 1n nurturing curtosity about Indonesia and the homeland. Qoad as o al
12024) highlight that understanding the meaning of rational songs not an'y fosters prids
but alsu strengthens active and responsible ctizenship awareness. This strengthens the
studv’s finding that when students understand the meaning behind the songs they sing,
the activity transforms from mere singing into a process of national ider tity formation.

Interviews with e head of the learmng center indicate that Internalizing song
meanings also strenyg-hens students’ emational connection with Indonesa. When students
understand the mearing of the sungs they sing, they develop a deeper curiosity asout life
in thelr homeland. These findings align with Divana et ol (2024), whoe show that
patriotism- and culture-based learning fosters a desire umong migrant children to explore
thelr natonal identity more decply.
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The intemalization of song meanings Is also effective in fostering other moral values
such & discipline, cooperation, and perseverance Observations show that the teachor
often emphasizes the moral messages embedded In the songs. For instance, Bangun
Pemuda Pemudi is associated with leaming motivation and hard work while Indonesia
Pusaia promotes gratitude for the besuty of the homdand According to Alwi et al. (2023),
fearning through rational sangs becomes more meanirghil when teachers interpret the
moral values embeddad in the lyrics, as students learn through repeated affective
exoeriences.

This intermalization activity ciso plays a critical role in preserving students’ aationd
identty whilc hiving 2broad. In a diaspora context, national songs scrve as cultural bridges
cownecing stadens with Indonessan vah es and language. Hari Hendra (2023) stresses
that national ideatity awareness must be nurtured from ar carly age to prevent the loss of
cu tural idenuity amid gobalization [a this regard, understarding the meanirg of aational
songs belps students maintain their Indonesian dentity despite Malaysia's dominart
cu tural envirenment.

Thus, the fincings affirm that the interna’izatior. of mational song Iyrcs at the kearning
ceater = not merely an additional activity, hut 3 key st-ategy in chaping profoand
sativuelisue Through conteatual, effective and purticipstory epproaches, this activity
successfully integrates cognitive, affective, and moral elements into one meaningful
lesrming process. This srategy aiso demonstrates that mational sorgs car serve »
transformative character-ec ucation ols, especially for Indonesian chikiren abroad who
requ re strong emotional and inteliectual re nforcement of their sational identity

Integration of National Patriotic Sengs Into History Lessons and Other Subjects

Thefindings of this study indicate that tezchers 5t the Muhammadivah Learning Conter
in Keporg integrate national patrietic songs o varicus learning activities. particalarly in
Civics (PPKn ). Social Stedies (IPS). and Arts and Culture. This approach reieforces that the
cu tivation of nationalsm is sot implomented as a scparate activity, but is embedded
within dassroom learning so t1at national values are intemalized naturally. Obsevations
and mtervicws show that teachers connet patriotic songs with relevant subject matter,
in Civies, he sary Garuda Pancasil is used to strengthen sudents’ understanding of unity
and love lur the honeland. In Social Studies, the soag Tanak Airku b played when
discusung ndoncsie’s naterel beauty and resowrces to foster satonal pnde. These
findings algn with Atika et al (201Y), who emphasize that integrating character values
into themate learnirg creates more meaniaghul learing experences because they are
conec.ed 1) rea-ife contexts

In Arts and Culture lessons, rational songs are used as wo's to intredace Indoresian
arts ard culturad hertage Ubservotions reveal that students leorn patriotic songs
accompanied Jy simplke musical arrangements or body movements, making the learning
pracrss more eojoyab e and interactive Teachers al relare the songs W historkal
o teais o coanphe, oxplaiing the meaning and signifiiance of Bndoresia Raya during
the struggle for indepencence. This abgms with R. Lestan et ol (2022), who assert that
ludoasg hstornal costent wils owsn e khes students’ eaning esperenas basse
masic can bed e the erotional coanection between the past and the present
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Fincings from obsenatons show that the we of matomal songs aeates a more
enthasiastx loarming enviroamert and strengthens a sense of togetherness in the
Jassevom. Teachers wse the songs net ocly at the start of lessons but also at the end to
leave 2 pos tive tmpression 01 students. This practice shows that songs function as an
“emctional bridge” that belps students connect emotionally with the leamning materiad
These resuls are sapperted by Campbe 7 (2018), who states “hat music In education helps
build collective sdeatity and sncourages socul selidarity bevause @ touches learners’
emotiosal dmersion

Integrating rationdl songs into kamirg also aolribules to enfarciag students’
historical awarepess of Isdonzsa’s struggle for independence Teachers use song lyrics
such as Har: Merdeka and Bagimu Negeri 1o illustrate values of sacrifice and the spirt of
independence. Through this approach, students learn history not merely as 3 sequence of
cvunts, bat as an emotonal cxpericnce relovant te their lives. This aligns with Rachmat
[ 2024) whe emphaszes that awe education for Indonesian migrart children in Malaysia
must he engaging and cortevt-hased tn maietain their <ence of attachment ta their home
watty.

Athoug? the mtegration of national soags inte learning proves effective, this study also
idensfies several challenges, such as hinited instructional time and the lack of teachers
wih strong backgroends i arts or soao-humanit ex. Nonetheless, teachers continue to
inpovate vy using dmple ‘echan ogies such as te sicons and speakers o play songs and
learning videwus. The fazilities provided by the head of the Jearning center play 2 crucial
role in suppertmg the susta nability of the program Ths abgns with Wulandari &
Krstiawan (2017) who highbght that s:pportive leadenhip and a conducive ‘esrring
envirormer? are essentia foundatiors for strengthening character education

Beyord d:wrcom activities, the integretion of national sengs is expanded through
va ious extracurs kulsr programs, indudisg singmg competitions and Indonesian cultural
performances These activities provide opportunities for students to creativdy express
their national dentity. These fincings are consisten: with Qond:as et al (2024), who argue
that ars achvities involving rational songs can strengthen solidarity, foster pride, and
increase stedents’ sense of bebinging to pational culture because they provide both
sesthetic and emo30 28l exper ences.

In addtion to pedagogical impacts, the ntegration of national songs a'sc has significant
social value, espeaally for ch ldren of mgrant workers iving in environments heavily
nfiuenced by forergr cultures Ratiosa. songs serve as med a for preserving culture and
symbols that connect them emotionaly to ther yomeland Divana et o). (2024) kighlight
that cukture and patriocism buscd od scation in Malaysia plays a ma or rele in maiatairing
the pabonal wentitly of Indonesten duspora duldren In ths context, national songs
function a< emonona and cpentual remindecs of their natmral roots

Ocerall, the Gnllgs ool v thet teya ing sethonsl patsotic songs nto varkous
suojects at he Mubanenad yah Leamiog Center in Kepong constizutes an effective amd
costestual daracter educat on practice. This strategy helps studeats dowlop 2
comprebensve anderstand ng of rationslem thicugh acacenik lessoms, aits activilies,
aod complementary secial experiences Ry combining cognitive, affsctive, ard cultecal
dumensions, teachen successfully create a learsing process that pot only mpats
knowledge wat dyo strengthess studenss national coascicusness

o E e e
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National Holiday Commemorations as Intensive Moments for Strengthening
Nationalism

The findings of the study reveal that commemorations of natonal holidays such as
Independence Day. Heroes' Day, and Youth Pledpo Day play a central role in strengthering
nationalism among students o2 the Muhammadiyah Learning Center in Kepong, Malaysia.
These activities are not merely ceremonial; they serve as rellective and educational
platforms that foster patriotsm, pride, and solidarity among the students. Through
natlonal-themed  aciavitles such as flag ceremonles, competitions, and  cultural
pecformances: students engage in value-based learing that incorporates hoth emotional
and social dimcrsions.

Usservations show that cach national holiday celebration at the learning center
includes creative activities such as patriotic speech competitions, recitations of heroic
poetry, and performarces of Indonestar cukural arts. Teachers and the head of the
learning center view these activities as ways to cultivate togetherness and to remind
students of the nation’s historical struggles, These fndings are consistent with Makmur et
al (£023), who explain that national holiday celebrations within migrant children’s
sducatioral environments function a< an anchor of identity, namely a cultural and

emotivnsl bord that ielps then remain connedted to their home country tuough shared
emotional experiences.

Figure 3. The flag ceremony beld every Manday at the learning center

The implenentation of the weekly Monday flag ceremony s an impertant component
in cultivating a sense of patriotism amorg the students. Although the ceremcny s
conducted in a limited indoor space and without & permanent fagpole, it Is carried out
with solemnity and respect Students enthusiastically sing Indonesia Raya and recite the
student pledge, demorstrating that the meaning of the ceremony Is shaped more by
shared vidues and commitment than by physical facilities. These findings are reinforoed
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by Annisa ot al (2024), who explain that routine activitles such as Rag ceremonies and
sivging national songs play a maor role in building discipline, responsibility. and respect
for natiosal symibols,

The commemorat on of Iadeperdence Day on August 17 is one of the most memorable
momerts for the students. Observations show that they display high enthusiasm when
partiipating In tradkional competitiors, decorating rooms with red-and-white themes,
and wearing varfous patriotic accessories, These activities not only foster a sense of
togetherress but also cultivate patriotic spirt within the school envirenment. This fincing
aligns with Racamat (2024), who emplasizes that nationalism-themed activities are
essential in swengthering the national identity of migrant children amid the cultural
Iinfluences of the host country.,

In addition to formal events, teachers also use these commemorative mements to instill
undersianding about national history ard the valucs of Indonesia’s struggle for
independence. Songs such as Bagimu Negert and Hart Merdeka are used as learning media
ta raise students’ awareness o the meaning of indepencence and the respansibility of the
yosnger genedlion W cdiny ferward the nation's legacy. Lestarni et al. (2020) found that
national songs possess strong affective power in fostering pride and nationalism because
they convey h storical narratives that can be collectively felt and interpreted.

Field cheervations also reveal that these commemorative activities serve as a platform
for devaloping students’ social character. Students actively collaharate in preparing event
activives, from taking roles as ceremony ecaders, Pancasila readers, to becoming
competition committee members. This process cultivates responsibilicy and gotong
royong (mutval cooperation) among students. This supports the view of Muhammad
Fadhel et 2. [2024), who asser: that direct student Involvement In patriotic acuvizles
significantly contributes to the formaticn of national identity, as real experiences provide
strocger meaning than theoretical lesscns,

The data turther indicate that national commemoration. activities strengthen students’
emotional attachment to Indonesia. When the national anthem is sung togesher, an
emotional atmosphere emerges that reflects their closeness to thelr komeland. Camphbe
12021) notes that singing witkin sodial ritvals can strergthen sclidarity and foster
co lective emctional soncy. In this sense, music serves as a bridge conrecting individual
idenuty wita a broader national identity.

On several occasions, naticnal commemorations are combined with religicus events,
such as the Prophet’s B rihday or the Islamic New Year. Teachers integrate national songs
into these events, demonstrating harmony between religious values and national values.
This approech align: with Walandari and Kristiawnn (2017), who argue that aatiensl
character formation becomes more elffective waen integrated with school culture and
spritual vakies familiar to the students daily lives

Beyond enmtona attachunen |, Gise adtivities abo stinmlate dvic curiosity —susdents’
interes: in national Fistury and civic life. Teachers raport tat after partcipating in the
Independerce Day celebration. muny studens began wshing gquestions about the
president, Indonesian history, and national symbols. This phenomenon is strengthened by
Nedla (2022}, who found that national songs can stimalate young people’s interest iv their
nativnal identity.

For mgrart children, the meaning of these activities becomes even more significan:
Divana et al. (2024) show that patrdotic activities In nonformal educational institutions in

bavd liagne haha
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Malaysa sevve as important spaces for Indanesian children o maintain thelr nationa
dentity within multicu/tural communities. Therefore, national holiday celebrations at the
Jearning conter are netmerely ceremontal events but serve as effective cultural strategles
for strengthering national pride and a sense of belonging to Indonesia.

Overnll, this study demorstrtes that national heliday cclebrations st the
Muhammadiyah Kepong Learaing Center function as integrated platforms for teaching
national values. Threugh these activities, studerts not only learn about Hstory but also
experience natlonalism directy through emotional engagement, cooperation, and soctal
interaction, This approach enables more holistic national charmcter formation because it
simultancously cngages cognitive, affective, and social dimensions. These findings are in
line with Vargas-Salfate et al. (2020), who state that national identity develops strongly
whes individuals participate in meaninghul collective experiences that foster a sense of
unity. Therefore. national holiday celebrations at the learning center play a vital role In
strergthening studerts’ natioral consclousness.

Effectiveness, Challenges, and Implications

The overall findings of this study show that strategies for strengthening nationalsm
through national patriotic songs and nationalism-themed activities at the Muhammadiyah
Learning Center m Kepong are effective in shaping students’ national awareness and
pride. The four practices habituanion of singing national snngs, interralization of lyric
meanings, integration into .carring and national holiday commemorations work
complementarily as a value-based system that reirforces the national identity of
Indoaesian children living in Makiysia.

Effectiveness of the Strategy

The effectiveness of these strategies can be seen in the changes in students’ attitudes
during daily activities @t the learning center. Observations indicate that students
demonstrate increased respect for national symbols, can sing national songs correctly, and
show a more mature understanding of nattonal values. This finding aligns with A. D.
Lestari et @l (2020), who state that regularly singing naticnal songs can internalize
patrictisr througk mcaningful repetition.

Students’ uncerstanding of song cortent has also developed. They begin to grasp the
moral messages contained in the lyrics, waich is then reflected in positive behaviors such
as mutual respect, woperation, and caring for others This leding b cousistent with
Qondias et al, (2024), who assert that interpreting national songs can swrengthen civik
responsibility by fostering a sense of belenging and national pride. The impact becomes
even stronger becaise nationa' songs are Integrated it vanous leaming activilies,
including history, Civies (PPEn), and ants. This aligns with Attka et & (2019) who
emphasize that character values are more effectively formed when integrazed across
learning contexts rather than taught as separate toplcs,

Natiunal holiday cormemerations further strengthen students’ sense of togetherness
and colectve adentity, For Indonesan children growing up in migrant fanbies, such
actiditios hold importact social meaning hecause they help tham remain connected to thedr
culwal and nativnal reots. Makonwe ot al (2023) eaplain that pattiouc activities
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corducted cbroad seove as forms of tdentity retnforcement that sustain notlonal memory
even when children Lve in a diffevent cultural environment,

Implementation Chail'enges

Several challengos emergad In Implementing theee stratoglos, Flist, the limited learning
time a1 the center means that nattonalism-based activitles cannot always be carrled out In
great depth. This & consisten: with Kamil (2009), wha notes that nenformal education
institutions o%en face time constraints, requiring teachers to adapt their metheds o
exsting corditions, Second, the number of teaches with backgroamnds In arts or socle-
human ties s still limited. To address this, teachers creatively use simple technologies
such as musk players and videos. Gymnastiar 1 al, (2024) fourd that accessible digital
media can enkance migrant chilcren’s emotioral cennection to thelr national enlture,

Addtionally, the social eavironment in Malaysia influences students’ identity
formation. Many students use Malay more frequently in daily Iife, creating the potential
for reduced wse of Indonedan. Aswan etal (2023) nota that changes in langnage and living
envirvnime B v b U oetivaal dentity awareness if not suppoitel by adeguate culterdd
educatior. In this context, natioral songs play an essential role as media for maintalning
the Indonesian language and reinfercing students” Indonesian Identity.

Thecreticnl ard Provifonl Impl 'cutions

This study provides theoretical implications for the development of calture-based
character education. Field findings support the views of Lickona (2018) and Vargas-
Safate et al (2020), which argue that rational character is shaped not only through
knowledge acquisiticn but also through repeated emotioral experiences and meaningfl
social Interactions. In tais context. national patriotic songs flunction s pedagogieal tools
capaste of s muliancously engaging students’ cognitive, affective, and moral aspeets,

Practically, this study offers a strategic model for nonformal ecucational institutions
abroad to instill natoeal values through simple ye: enjoyable activities. Divana et al.
(2024) emphzsize that culture- and patrfotksm basec education in migrant communitics
can susta nably strengthen national identity. Additionally, the findings Fighlight the need
for collaborative support between teackors, learnirg center eoders, and parents. Nieklah
et al. (2023) report that the social invoivement ol migrant families plays a crucial role in
maintaring national viluss among Indonesian children living abroad. With such support,
charaaer education extends beyord the learning space and becomes part of the
community’s cultural eavircament

Overall, this study realfirms that character formation through nutional patriotic songs
and patonalism-themed acuwties 1s an effective, contextually relevant, and sustamable
approah This sirategy not anly stren gthens the sacio oal ident ay and pride of Indonesian
students wnmeltculiu al settings butabo conuiboios umanbagfully (o tee developawnt of
o ture-based character education theory,

4. CONCLUSION

Tl Binadings of this stody alfiom that stristegies for strsagthening ratomalist charicter
thrvugh nutonal pariotc songs at the Mubammadiyah Learning Cencer in Kepong,

Yard liayne Aetha
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Malaysia, are proven to be effective and contextually relevant in shaping the national
awareness ol Indonesian children living abroad. The lour key strategles routine
habltuation of singlrg national songs, Internalization of lyric meanings, Integration of
songs acroes subjects. and the implementation of national holiday commemaorations
operate syncrgistically and mutunlly reinforec onc another in building students' national
Identity.

The habituation of singing national songs on a regular basis successfully instills a sense
of patriotism and prde In pational symbals, The internalization of song lyrics deepens
students’ cognitive and alfective understanding of values related to struggle, unity, and
national responsibility. Intcgrating national songs into subjects such as Civics (PPKn),
Soazl Studes (1PS), and Arts and Culture facilitates contextual learning that fosters
practical urderstanding of national history and Pancasila values. Meanwhile, national
holiday celebrations function as intensive moments that strengthen emotional bonds,
solidarity, and students’ collective spirit as members of the Indonesizn nation within the
mal* cultural envirorment of Malaysia.

in the cortext o Indonesian migrant children in Malaysia, these findings carry
impartant implications chasacter education hased or natioral songe ix nor only ateal for
i twal presavaton but alse @ sastegic instrument for mantainiug netional Identity
amid pressures of cultural assimlation. Activities such as singing together, understanding
song meanings, and commemorating national days create sodal spaces thatallow students
10 express pride, a sense of belorging, and Joyaity to indoresia,

Furthermore. this study offers practical implications for nenformal educaticnal
stitutions abroad o develep adaptive creative, and culturally grounded character
educatior. strategies Collaborative support among teachers, learning center leaders,
parents, and the diaspora community Is vital for sustairing the cultivation of natlenal
va ues, When taught reflectively and integracively, nadional patriotic songs shape not only
memonization but alse a living and deeply rcoted national consclousness within students.
Thus, character education through national sosgs is proven to be an effective upproach in
shapung youny Indonesians with a strong identity, dride in their nation, and readiness to
become global citizens who are principled, relig ous, and nationalistic. This study is
exaeted to serve as both o concepteal und practical reference for developing culturally
grounded charader educationmodels, particularty with in diaspora settings or Indoresian
communitics sbroad.
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LAMPIRAN-LAMPIRAN

1. LEMBAR OBSERVASI

Nama Peneliti : Juliaman Siahaan

Hari/Tanggal : 04 September 2025 — 01 Oktober 2025

Waktu :09.00 — 12.30 (waktu kegiatan belajar)
Tempat : Sanggar Bimbingan Muhammadiyah Kepong, Malaysia
Kegiatan : Observasi proses pembelajaran dan pembiasaan menyanyikan

lagu wajib nasional dalam menguatkan rasa nasionalisme dalam kegiatan belajar

mengajar siswa di sanggar

No

Catatan Observasi

1.

Murid-murid di setiap hari senin selalu mengadakan upacara bendera,meskipun
dilakukan dalam ruangan yang terbatas dan tidak ada kegiatan kenaikan bendera

merah putih melainkan hanya dilakukan secara simbolik

Ketika upacara murid-murid Menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional Indonesia Raya
secara bersama sama walaupun tidak ada kegiatan menaikkan bendera karena
upacara dilakukan didalam ruangan sanggar yang terbatas,dilaksanakan di titik

biasa anak anak melaksanakan shalat dhuha berjamaah setiap paginya

Setiap paginya di sanggar itu ada kegiatan shalat dhuha yang dimulai jam 09.00
kemudian dilanjutkan membaca beberapa surah pendek 1/3 dari juz amma atau

juz ke 30 kemudian masuk kelas jam 9.30 untuk memulai pembelajaran

Murid murid disana banyak yang logatnya atau nada bicaranya emang Malaysia
sekali, bahkan banyak dari mereka yang lebih sering menggunakan bahasa/kata

yang merupakan bahasa Malaysia

Ketika saya mengajak menyanyikan salah satu lagu wajib yaitu lagu tanah airku
tidak kulupakan dengan cara saya menuliskan lirik lagu di papan tulis, kemudian
menghidupkan lagu dari laptop dan menggunakan speaker bluetooth mini sebagai
pengeras suara , ketika bernyanyi murid murid emang sangat antusias, mereka
fokus melihat lirik serta mengikuti nada lagu, beberapa murid sudah ada yang hafal
lagu walaupun ada beberapa yang belum hafal tapi mereka juga ikut antusias

menyanyikan lagu tersebut secara bersama sama, bahkan saya sempat takjub
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ketika beberapa dari mereka, semua siswa laki lakinya refleks melakukan gerakan

hormat ketika lagu dinyalakan.

6. | Murid murid sanggar terkhusus dikelas 4 tempat saya melakukan penelitian emang
kompak, mereka selalu perduli satu sama, saling mendukung ketika melihat teman
yang perlu dukungan.

7. | Murid murid sangar bimbingan Sering bertanya tanya kepada saya terkait

Indonesia, seperti berita berita yang sedang tren seperti penangkapan koruptor,
siapa presiden Indonesia, apakah presiden bisa dipecat ataupun pertanyaan

pertanyaan lain yang emang mereka ingin tahu terkait pemerintahan ataupun

hukum yang ada di indonesia

2. LEMBAR WAWANCARA

Pedoman Wawancara

Informan :Bapak Farhan Afif Alkindi (kepala sanggar)

Tempat : SBM Kepong
Tanggal :25 September 2025

Hasil Wawancara Dengan kepala sanggar

nasionalisme termasuk melalui

media lagu wajib nasional?

No Pertanyaan Jawaban

1 | bagaimana kepala sekolah | tentu sangat penting karena lingkungan Indonesia
memandang pentingnya | berbeda dengan lingkungan anak anak sanggar
penguatan rasa nasionalisme | belajar itu sendiri kepala sekolah memandang
bagi siswa Indonesia di | anak anak itu harus ditanamkan nilai
Malaysia? nasionalisme agar mengenal dan mencintai

negara Indonesia walau tinggal diluar negeri

2 | Apakah  sanggar memiliki | untuk pendekatan tertentu bisa dikatakan sanggar
pendekatan tertentu  dalam | tidak memiliki pendekatan tertentu tetapi untuk
menanamkan nilai | menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional hal tersebut

biasa dilakukan ketika upacara bendera setiap
hari seninnya ketika menyanyikan lagu Indonesia

Raya karena di situlah momen siswa harus
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menyanyikan lagu wajib Indonesia Raya serta
harus hafal lirik dari lagu tersebut, dan murid juga
diberi pemahaman apa yang mendasari mengapa
kita harus menyanyikan lagu wajib Indonesia
Raya tersebut agar mengetahui maknanya,
sanggar bisa dibilang tidak memiliki strategi
khusus untuk menanamkan nilai nasionalisme
termasuk melalui lagu wajib nasional tetapi siswa
ditanamkan karakter nasionalisme melalui
kegiatan tersirat seperti menyanyikan lagu wajib

nasional Indonesia Raya ketika upacara.

Menurut bapak apakah manfaat
yang diperoleh dari siswa dari
mengenal dan menyanyikan

lagu wajib nasional?

tentu banyak manfaat ketika mereka mengenal
lagu lagu wajib yang berasal dari negara asal
mereka sendiri, dengan mengenal lagu lagu itu
mereka akan mengenal negara asal mereka
sendiri, karena lagu wajib dapat dijadikan sebagai
media untuk menumbuhkan atau menguatkan
karakter nasionalisme kepada anak anak dengan
mereka mengenal lagu wajib mereka tau apa itu
Indonesia dan mau mencari tahu bagaimana
Indonesia  itu  sendiri

sehingga  dapat

menimbulkan karakter nasionalisme itu sendiri

Dalam momen apa saja
biasanya lagu wajib nasional

dinyanyikan di sanggar?

biasanya dilakukan di upacara bendera, juga
ketika pembelajaran seni budaya yang berkaitan
tentang lagu wajib nasional hanya saja
pembelajaran seni budaya di sanggar hanya
dipelajari oleh murid sanggar yang sudah duduk

dikelas 4 serta keatas yaitu kelas 5,dan 6

Bagaimana reaksi siswa ketika

lagu wajib nasional
dinyanyikan pada acara atau

kegiatan tertentu?

untuk reaksi anak anak sendiri ya walaupun
kegiatan menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional hanya
dinyanyikan ketika upacara bendera tetapi kepala

sanggar melihat anak anak merasa bangga dan
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bersemangat ketika menyanyikan lagu wajib
nasional , mengeluarkan suara semuanya, jadi
dapat dilihat sikap anak anak yang memang cinta
terhadap negaranya  dilihat dari bagaimana

mereka menyanyikannya

Apakah ada dukungan dari
sekolah dalam menyediakan
kesempatan bagi siswa untuk

mengenal lagu wajib nasional?

untuk dukungan dari sekolah tentunya sampai
saat ini belum ada dukungan khusus seperti
menyediakan wadah bagi mereka untuk
mempelajari lagu lagu wajib yang ada tetapi hal
itu kembali juga diserahkan kepada pengajar
pengajar yang ada di sanggar , yang kelas atas
4,5,6 terdapat pelajaran seni budaya , mungkin
disanalah tempat /ajang anak anak mengenal
budaya Indonesia salah satunya melalui lagu lagu

wajib yang ada di indonesia

Menurut bapak apakah ada
hambatan dalam menanamkan
rasa cinta tanah air melalui lagu

di lingkungan luar negeri?

untuk hambatan menurut saya belum ada, tetapi
mungkin ada salah satu kendala, yaitu guru atau
pengajar yang ada di sanggar itu belum ada dari
disiplin ilmu untuk mengajarkan anak anak terkait
hal hal yang seperti itu, karena bila ditarik
akarnya sanggar ini ada untuk membantu anak
anak untuk bisa belajar literasi membaca menulis
dan menghitung, fokus sanggar lebih kepada hal
hal seperti itu tetapi sanggar juga memberikan
porsi untuk menanamkan nilai nilai nasionalisme
seperti misalnya selalu mengadakan upacara
setiap hari senin mengenalkan anak anak dengan
seni tari -tarian Indonesia dengan mengadakan

kegiatan seni tari.

Bagaimana menurut bapak cara

membuat lagu wajib nasional

untuk membuat mereka suka terhadap lagu wajib
yang ada, tentu kita juga menyampaikannya

dengan sebagaimana lagu itu ada, contohnya
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tetap relevan dan disukai oleh

siswa zaman sekarang?

bukan hanya sekedar menyanyikan lagu itu
misalnya dengan menyediakan musiknya serta
memberikan pemahaman terhadap arti dari setiap
kata/lirik dari lagu tersebut sehingga bukan hanya
menyanyi tetapi anak anak juga paham makna

mereka menyanyikan lagu itu sendiri

Apakah melihat adanya
perubahan sikap atau karakter
siswa setelah terpapar lagu

wajib nasional?

untuk perubahan sikap tentunya ada karena
setelah mereka paham dan menyanyikan lagu
lagu wajib yang contohnya Indonesia Raya
walaupun hanya seminggu sekali banyak anak
anak yang mulai penasaran dengan bagaimana itu
Indonesia, Indonesia itu seperti apa, apa aja
budayanya, mereka bertanya tanya tentang
Indonesia itu seperti apa, jadi yang saya tangkap
ketika mereka tahu atau diberikan sesuatu tentang
Indonesia yang sifatnya kebudayaan hal itu
membuat mereka

ingin tahu lebih tentang

Indonesia itu sendiri

10

Apa harapan bapak terhadap
keberlanjutan penggunaan lagu
wajib nasional sebagai media

penanaman nilai kebangsaan?

tentu harapan saya ketika mereka mengetahui
lagu lagu wajib nasional mereka bisa belajar dan
terus mencari tahu tentang Indonesia sehingga
akhirnya mereka itu mau dan rindu untuk
kembali ke indonesia walaupun dengan segala
keterbatasan yang ada tetapi semoga dengan hal
hal yang ditanamkan tadi membuat cinta tumbuh
dalam hati anak anak ingin dan bahkan pulang
ke Indonesia itu merupakan salah satu tujuan
yang ada dalam hidup mereka

Pedoman Wawancara

Informan :Chairunnisa utami (guru sanggar dan merupakan wali kelas di kelas 4 )

Tempat : SBM Kepong
Tanggal :25 September 2025

Hasil Wawancara Dengan guru sanggar
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No Pertanyaan Jawaban

1 | Bagaimana ibu melihat peran | peran lagu wajib nasional sangat penting untuk
lagu wajib nasional dalam | menumbuhkan rasa nasionalisme siswa karena
menumbuhkan  nasionalisme | dapat menumbuhkan rasa cinta tanah air ,
siswa? menghargai jasa pahlawan,kemudian

menumbuhkan rasa bangga menjadi warga
negara indonesia.

2 | Dalam kondisi apa biasanya | siswa itu biasanya menyanyikan lagu wajib
siswa menyanyikan lagu wajib | nasional itu ketika upacara bendera di hari senin,
nasional dikelas atau di luar | kemudian peringatan hari besar nasional, terus
kelas? ketika kegiatan pembelajaran biasanya saya

sebagai wali kelas setiap pagi sebelum
melakukan pembelajaran atau ketika sudah
kegiatan belajar mengajar (KBM) diakhir kami
menyanyikan salah satu lagu wajib nasional,
contohnya yang sering dinyanyikan ialah garuda
Pancasila.

3 | Bagaimana respon siswa saat | respon siswa umumnya antusias Kketika

diajak menyanyikan lagu wajib
nasional di dalam atau diluar

kegiatan pembelajaran?

menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional, meskipun ada
juga yang awalnya kurang bersemangat tetapi
saya sebagai guru memberikan pemahaman
tentang makna dari lagu tersebut, jadi siswa
memahami makna lagu tersebut dan dapat lebih

semangat dan bangga dalam menyanyikannya

4 | Menurut ibu nilai nilai apa yang | nilai-nilai yang bisa ditanamkan melalui lagi
bisa ditanamkan lewat lagu | wajib nasional itu sangat banyak ya, antaranya
wajib nasional? cinta tanah air, persatuan, disiplin, gotong

royong dan masih banyak yang lain.

5 | Bagaimana cara  1bu | cara saya menjelaskan lagu wajib nasional ini
menjelaskan  makna  lagu | agar mudah dipahami adalah dengan

nasional kepada siswa agar

mudah dipahami?

menghubungkan lirik lagu dengan kehidupan

sehari hari siswa, dengan memberikan contoh
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nyata serta menjelaskan tentang sejarah singkat
dibalik lagu tersebut, contohnya yaitu garuda
Pancasila, yang dimana makna lagu tersebut kan
tentang perjuangan,dukungan para pahlawan
dari situ saya menjelaskan dan memberi
pemahaman terkait lagu dan sejarahnya kepada
siswa mereka tau atau

sehingga dapat

memahami lagu tersebut

Apakah ibu pernah mengaitkan
lagu wajib nasional dengan
materi pelajaran lain seperti
pelajaran sejarah yang ada di
pelajaran IPS atau dengan

pelajaran ataupun

ppkn

pelajaran lain ?

ya lagu wajib nasional dapat saya kaitkan
dengan mata pelajaran ppkn ataupun seni
budaya, contohnya di dalam pelajaran PPKn itu
tentang perjuangan bangsa, nilai persatuan,
sedangkan di seni budaya itu kan ada tentang

budaya kebudayaan Indonesia

Apakah ada hambatan yang
dirasakan dalam mengaitkan
lagu wajib nasional dengan

pembinaan karakter siswa?

hambatan yang sering dirasakan yaitu
kurangnya minat siswa, dan terbatasnya waktu
dalam pembelajaran karena seperti yang dilihat
waktu kegiatan belajar mengajar di sanggar
bimbingan kepong Malaysia ini dengan sekolah
indonesia sangat berbeda, bahwasanya kegiatan
belajar mengajar di Sanggar bimbingan
muhammadiyah kepong Malaysia ini mulainya

jam 9.30 dan selesainya 12.30.

Bagaimana menurut ibu, lagu

wajib nasional dapat
mempererat kebersamaan
dikelas?

lagu wajib nasional dapat mempererat

kebersamaan dikelas karena dinyanyikan secara
bersama-sama, dengan cara itu dapat
menumbuhkan rasa persatuan dan menciptakan
rasa yang penuh semangat dan memunculkan

kekompakan




77

9 | Bagaimana dukungan dari | Sekolah menyediakan media seperti TV, alat-
Sekolah dan Kepala sekolah | alat musik lain, speaker, kepala sekolah juga
terhadap guru dalam hal ini? sering memberikan arahan kepada guru

10 | Apakah ibu ada ide agar lagu | ada, waktu itu saya setiap pagi sebelum dimulai

wajib nasional lebih

hadir

sering
secara natural dalam

keseharian siswa?

pembelajaran ataupun setelah pembelajaran
selesai ketika hendak pulang kami menyanyikan
lagu garuda Pancasila atau lagu lagi wajib
nasional lain agar siswa itu dapat menghafal
lagu lagu wajib nasional yang berasal dari
negara Indonesia karena proses pembiasaan

tersebut .

Pedoman Wawancara

Informan :Muhammad Azizi (salah satu siswa sanggar yang sedang duduk di kelas

4)

Tempat : SBM Kepong
Tanggal : 25 September 2025

Hasil Wawancara siswa sanggar

No

Pertanyaan

Jawaban

1

Bagaimana perasaan kamu

tinggal di Malaysia sebagai

anak dari keluarga migran

Indonesia? Dan

apa yang

membuat kamu tertarik
mengikuti program di sanggar

bimbingan kepong?

perasaan saya senang karena memiliki banyak

teman di Malaysia walaupun jauh dari
Indonesia,alasan tertarik ikut program di sanggar
belajar kepong karena pelajarannya menyenangkan

dan teman-temannya juga baik dan menyenangkan.

Apakah kamu pernah

menyanyikan  lagu  wajib

nasional di sanggar? Dalam

acara apa biasanya kamu

ketika upacara senin, ketika tujuh belasan atau
peringatan hari besar lain, dan biasanya ibu guru
wali kelas sebelum belajar ataupun ketika sudah

pembelajaran hendak pulang selalu menyanyikan
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menyanyikan  lagu  wajib

nasional?

salah satu lagu wajib nasional yang paling sering

itu ialah lagu garuda Pancasila.

Kemudian Bagaimana perasaan
kamu saat menyanyikan lagu

wajib nasional?

perasaan saya senang, karena dinyanyikan secara

bersama-sama dan lagunya enak untuk didengar

Lagu wajib nasional apa yang

paling kamu ingat atau sukai?

Murid menjawab sambil menyanyikan lagu garuda
Pancasila yang menunjukkan bahwa ia hafal dan

emang menyukai lagu tersebut

Apakah dengan menyanyikan

lagu nasional seperti
menyanyikan lagu Indonesia
raya,garuda Pancasila ,hal itu
membuat kamu jadi mengingat
Indonesia atau membayangkan
sesuatu

tentang negara

Indonesia?

iya hal itu membuat saya mengingat dan

memikirkan sesuatu tentang Indonesia

Menurutmu, apa arti lagu wajib

artinya bagi saya kita harus menghormati orang

nasional? orang yang telah gugur dalam peperangan
(pahlawan), menghargai pahlawan, semangat
perjuangan

Nilai apa yang bisa kamu | nilai nilai keberanian nilai nilai cinta tanah air

pelajari dari lagu wajib nasional

seperti misalnya nilai nilai
nasionalisme nilai nilai cinta
tanah air, nilai disiplin ,nilai
nilai keberanian atau nilai nilai

apa?

Apakah kamu bangga jadi

orang Indonesia setelah

menyanyikan  lagu  wajib

nasional?

Bangga
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Bagaimana biasanya reaksi
teman teman kamu saat
menyanyikan  lagu  wajib
nasional bersama sama? Dan
menurutmu  lebih  semangat
mana, menyanyi bersama sama

atau sendiri?

teman teman bernyanyi dengan kompak, semangat,
dan suaranya kuat. Menurut saya lebih enak

menyanyikan lagu wajib secara bersama-sama

10

Apakah kamu juga
menyanyikan  lagu  wajib
nasional dirumah atau hanya di
sekolah acara? Bagaimana
menurutmu supaya kegiatan
menyanyikan  lagu  wajib
nasional terasa lebih seru?
Apakah dengan menggunakan

alat musik?

saya menyanyikan lagu wajib nasional seringnya di
sanggar dirumah jarang, agar menyanyikan lagu
wajib terasa lebih seru harus ada teman dan juga
bersama ibu guru , serta menggunakan alat musik

ataupun speaker
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