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ABSTRACT 

Qaulan Syadida (1802050101). Contraction in TikTok Comment Texts. 

English Education Department, Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, 

University of Muhammadiyah Sumatera Utara, Medan 2022. 

This study was aimed to find out the types of contraction in TikTok Comment 

Text. There were four types of contraction is abbreviation, initialsm, shortening, 

and acronym To analyze types of contraction used by TikTok user in comment 

section, to investigate how TikTok users used contractions in the comments 

section of TikTok, and to explain the reason of people who use contraction in 

TikTok.The findings of this research is expected to increase knowledge about the 

use of contraction in communication and the most frequent contraction used in 

TikTok. Contraction use theory from Abdujalilova Shoyista Baxodirovna. In 

analyzing those data, Creswell (2014) the researcher observations, qualitative 

interviews, qualitative documents, and qualitative audio and visual materials. The 

data from 10 Official accounts in TikTok user, and the give the questioners for the 

reasons to 10 TikTok users in TikTok Comment section. The use of contraction is 

used many things in comments section, all types of contractions are used and give 

to think out some new words or new dictionaries. For TikTok users, this research 

is recommended to be used more often and to know consciously what contractions 

are used and as a new language in the world of social media or online. And it is 

recommended to use contraction wisely in the context of interaction so that there 

are no misunderstandings between users during communication. For readers, this 

research is recommended to better understand the various types of contractions to 

make it easier to communicate online. 

Keywords: Contraction, TikTok, Comments Section 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. The Background of Study 

The essence of every human language is to facilitate communique. English 

is not an exception. each human language has rules and the incorrect 

software or absolutely ignoring such regulations governing the convention 

of a language adversely impacts the communicative and other purposes of 

the language. According to Akindele and Adegbite (2005) human 

language is unique in the sense that it has its own structure, its own system 

of organizing its component units into meaningful patterns. All cultures 

have a language origin story. Although the facts of the story are irrelevant 

and certainly apocryphal, the existence of the stories and the elements they 

share are interesting.  

Language is a essential human college used for the expression that comes 

from our mind to make the face-to-face communique, clinical inquiry, and 

plenty of different functions. With out language, communication will not 

work as it have to. good language can be a determinant of whether or not 

mind, messages, arguments may be channeled to the listener. There are 

two varieties of language utilized in communication, which is through 

spoken and written.  

Nowadays humans communicate more often using writing than through 

speech for instance chatting and commenting in the social media. The 

innovative advances of technology and social media are marvels of basic 
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characteristics that cannot be avoided and have become an essential 

requirement for today's culture. These innovative advances have led to the 

emergence of various local media, such as Facebook, Twitter, YouTube, 

Instagram, and TikTok. According to Chris Brogan (2010:11) 

characterizes web based media as follows: "Social media is a new set of 

communication and collaboration tools that enable many types of 

interactions that were previously unavailable to ordinary people".  

Tik Tok is an app that provides amazing and interesting enhancements that 

the clients of this app can no doubt use to create cool short recordings that 

can grab the attention of many who view them. And can provide 

comments on videos that are displayed. The comments given can vary, 

ranging from short comments to even using abbreviated language that has 

become a viral language. according from Biber, Johansonn, Leech, Conrad 

and Finegan 1999; Contraction forms in English are mostly occur in 

speech and informal writing and they are generally avoided in formal 

writing types such as academic prose, business reports and journal articles, 

therefore, most teachers discouraged their use in academic essays.  

A contraction is a shortened version of the spoken and written forms of a 

word, syllable, or word group, created by omission of internal letters and 

sounds. In linguistic analysis, contractions should not be confused with 

crasis, abbreviations and initialisms (including acronyms), with which they 

share some semantic and phonetic functions, though all three are connoted 

by the term "abbreviation" in loose parlance. Contraction is also 



3 
 

 
 

distinguished from morphological clipping, where beginnings and endings 

are omitted. According to Abdujalilova Shoyista Baxodirovna (2021) 

contraction are abbreviated word that combine two words into one with 

the use of an apostrophe, and the types of contraction is abbreviation, 

initialsm include acronym, and shortening. According to Jack Grieve 

(2011) Contraction fee become decided on for analysis because it's miles a 

linguistic alternation variable this is each common and variable in written 

standard English and as it has been the challenge of numerous research of 

language variant and alternate. This research has observed that contraction 

rate is socially correlated or even domestically correlated to a restricted 

diploma. these studies are reviewed right here, but first a discussion of the 

linguistic and practical elements which might be recognised to affect 

contraction charge are presented.  

Contractions in English have two types; negative contractions (isn’t, 

haven’t, doesn’t) and positive contractions (I’m, they’ve, that’s). 

contraction are often used when we communicate through text like chats 

and comments, for example, They’re (They are), I’ll (I will), We’ll (We 

will). In English, contractions are usually but not always either negations 

or combinations of pronouns with auxiliary verbs, and in these cases 

always include an apostrophe. Negations are generally in the form 

of doesn't for does not, or wouldn't for would not, where the apostrophe 

stands for the missing "o" in not. The use of contraction is contextual 

meaning provides an explanation of what is meant by the original form. 

http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/English_language
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/Pronoun
http://academickids.com/encyclopedia/index.php/English_verbs
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the use of abbreviations is a new word that is made briefly, to reduce some 

words to abbreviated new words that are practical or efficient in 

communicating. In type of shortening According to Fowler and Housum 

(1987) found some evidence that readers or listeners do not mind 

shortening some words into shortening words and help show readers or 

listeners that shortening words refer to the information that has been 

presented. Shortening is very much used by TikTok users as a shortening 

word that is efficient and effective in communicating so as to create new 

words. 

Based on the data above, the researcher sees a phenomenon of human 

language movement that used to use verbal communication more often to 

become non-verbal communication. The transfer of this way of 

communication certainly brings new habits for many people, including the 

desire to write and send quickly, efficiently and easily. Contraction is the 

choice most often used by people to shorten typing time and be able to 

create new variations in non-verbal communication.  

B. The Identification of The Problems 

Based on the explain from the background of the study, this research 

attempts on examine the use of contraction that TikTok users used to 

communicate through the comment section that covering, types, original 

form and meaning. So, in this thesis, the writer decided some problems 

that should be analyzed, they are: 
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1. The TikTok users don‟t know which are the types of contraction that 

found in the comment section. 

2. The Tiktok users used contraction for many things in comment section 

3. The reasons of Tiktok users use contraction. 

C. The Scope and Limitation  

The study conducted is limited to the scope which it is designed to fulfill 

which are to identify the contraction use in communication through 

TikTok comment section. The use of contraction is limited on the use of 

contraction in TikTok comment section; they are acronym, abbreviations, 

initialisms, and shortening. 

D. The Formulation of the Problems 

The problems of this study will formulate as the following: 

1. What kinds of contraction are used in TikTok? 

2. How are the contractions used? 

3. Why are the contractions used in the ways they are? 

E. The Objectives of The Study 

Related to the problems of the study, the objectives of study are; 

1. to analyze types of contraction used by TikTok user in comment 

section 

2. to investigate how TikTok users used contractions in the comments 

section of TikTok, and 

3. to explain the reason of people who use contraction in TikTok. 
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F. The Significance of the Study 

Findings of the study are expected to be useful theoretically and 

practically as the following; 

1. Theoretically, the findings of this research is expected to increase 

knowledge about the use of contraction in communication and the 

most frequent contraction used in TikTok. This study is expected to 

enlarge the knowledge of the use of contraction, to provide better and 

clearer understanding on types of contraction for the readers of the 

students of English Department. 

2. Practically, the findings are expected to give the college students 

knowledge about the contraction. For the lecturer, as a material in 

supporting the teaching learning process. For the other researcher, who 

are interested in conducting further research related to this topic, this 

research also to expected help the reader to understand easily for 

reading. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A. Theoritical Framework 

1. Description of Contraction 

Contraction is a word or word that has been shortened by means of 

dropping one or greater letters. Contractions are normally used in speech 

or written communicate, informal varieties of writing, and where area is at 

a top rate, consisting of in advertising and marketing. Contraction is the 

system of taking free morphemes and making one bound which will create 

one morpheme. In short two phrases are joined into one. There are two 

primary forms of contraction in spoken and written English verb 

contraction and not contraction (Quirk et al. 1985, Crystal 1991, Krug 

1994, Kjellmer 1998, Axelsson 1998, Biber et al. 1999). Contractions are a 

normal and useful part of living language. According to Biber 

(1999:1129). contractions are related to spoken language, contractions 

occur in spoken and written conversation, much like a fictional style of 

writing.  

2. Types of Contraction 

According to Abdujalilova Shoyista Baxodirovna (2021) contraction are 

abbreviated word that combine two words into one with the use of an 

apostrophe, and the types of contraction is abbreviation, initialsm include 

acronym, and shortening. 
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2.1 Abbreviation 

According to Mangrum and Strichard (2012). Abbreviation is one of 

the morphological tactics. Abbreviation is about of phrases which 

modified into abbreviation with the motive to ease the conversation. 

According to (Borisov, 1972). Abbreviation is not a breakdown of 

language but an objective process defined by changing communication 

needs due to the development of society and the internal patterns of 

language development. According to (Shapovalova, 2004). 

Understanding the form and content of abbreviations is an act of 

general theory of abbreviations. According to Cannon (2011: 116). 

Abbreviations are built and capitalized at the beginning of words to 

construct new words.  

Table 2.1 The words of abbreviations 

No. Abbreviation From of 

1. FYI For Your Information 

2. OMG Oh My God 

3. PC Personal Computer 

4. WFH Work From Home 

5. FYP For Your Page 

6. ILY I Love You 

7. RIP Requiescat in Pace 

8. BBC British Broadcast 
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2.2 Initialsm 

According to Schendl (2001:28) and Weakly (2006). The procedure of 

this sort of abbreviation is sort of much like the Acronym, that's 

through taking preliminary letters or prefixes on words and combining 

them, but the consequences do now not form a brand new phrase, 

however are read one at a time. Initialism is usually written in capital 

letters. 

Table 2.2 The words of initialsm 

No. Initialsm From of 

1. USA United States of America 

2. POLRI Polisi Rakyat Indonesia 

3. Dr. Dokter 

4. Mr. Mister 

5. FBI the Federal Bureau of 

Investigation 

6. TNI Tentara Nasional Indonesia 

7. Ms. Miss 

8. Prof. Professor 

 

 

Corporation 



9 
 

 
 

2.3 Shortening 

Shortenings are abbreviations in which the beginning or quit of the 

word has been dropped. In a few cases each the start and the quit had 

been neglected. those shortenings at the moment are an frequent part of 

the language. In reality a number of the authentic, longer forms tend to 

be used most effective in formal or technical writing. According to 

Cannon [1989: 116] defines "shortening" as a general term to describe 

initials, abbreviations, and acronyms in which words are mixed into 

shorter forms. 

Table 2.3 The words of shortening 

No. Shortening From of 

1. Brit British 

2. Dec December 

3. Bike Bicycle 

4. Adm Admin 

5. I‟ve I have 

6. He‟s He is 

7. You‟re You are 

8. Adj Adjective 

 

2.4 Acronyms 

According to Zapata (2007). acronym is the process whereby a new 

word is formed from the initial letters of the constinuent words of a 
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phrase or sentence. cronyms are shortenings, constructed from the 

preliminary letters in a word or name. According to Adams in Danks 

(2003). points out that acronyms may include other than initial letters 

to make them more wordlike. According to Cannon [1989: 116]. An 

acronym is an initial bound form and a free form starting with a bound 

form can be part of a similar tense of the resulting shortening 

pronounced according to syllables. Make with the initial letter 

according to the initial word make. 

Table 2.4 The words of acronym 

No. Acronyms From of 

1. UMSU Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Sumatera Utara 

2. KTP Kartu Tanda Penduduk 

3. LOL Laugh Out Load 

4. NASA National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration 

5. CMIIW Correct Me If I‟m Wrong 

6. AIDS Acquired Immune 

Deficiency Syndrome 

7. RADAR Radio Detection and Ranging 

8. ASAP As Soon As Possible 
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3. Digital Communication 

Digital communication or digital verbal is a famous manner of 

communication that the general public use in this period. virtual 

communication helps people to establish touch speedy and with ease, to 

carry their message, ideas, the imaginative and prescient of the world to a 

huge audience. the inducement for attracting users to YouTube video 

website hosting, that is currently the maincompetitor to TikTok (Porter, 

2021), is the exciting, enjoyable effect of video content material (Khan, 

2017). The variety of likes or dislikes will depend upon this. Section 

comment on video correlated with the preference to explicit one's function, 

whilst video statement and video distribution performed an informative 

function. According to (Robinson 2010: 132). Comment boards had been 

conceptualized „as a network-constructing and engagement device, as a 

place to assist humans join, as communication approximately the 

information story or news topic, as a product feature with monetizing 

capability, as a supply of data, and as a manner to extend the tale.  

4. TikTok 

Online media is not only used as a means of correspondence and 

cooperation, but also as a means of self-articulation and self-marking 

(Andreas et al, 2010). In addition to innovative advances, there are many 

media that the public can use to use as a correspondence method, such as 

online media, which combine to offer messages to many clients of the 

web-based media itself, in particular as news (data), images (photos), and 
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interface. videos. (Susilowati, .2018) One of the web-based media that is 

widely used by students today is the online media Tik Tok. Tik Tok online 

media is a public media, this media is a web-based media that can be seen 

or heard. There are so many clients of this online media, especially 

students.. According to Chris Brogan (2010: 11). Social media is a new set 

of communication and collaboration tools that permit many forms of 

interactions that have been formerly now not to be had to the 

commonplace character. one of the net-primarily based media that is 

extensively used by college students nowadays is the web media TikTok. 

TikTok online media is a public media, this media is a web-based totally 

media that may be seen or heard. there are such a lot of clients of this 

online media, specifically college students. Understudies like to apply 

TikTok on line media because for them this web-based totally media can 

contain them once they run out of strength  (Susilowati, .2018).  

5. Comment 

Online comments are conversations of people or communities who talk 

about important things both for the state or social that make it a public 

domain (Dahlgren 2009: 58). Online commentary is usually tailored 

according to individual needs such as a news report provided by news 

workers hoping to get online commentary following the news (Almgren 

and Olsson 2015: 7; Domingo et al. 2008: 331/340; Robinson 2007: 126/ 

134). Online comments can be in the form of a note that explains, 

describes criticizing the means of writing, comments are expressing an 
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opinion or perspective and an assessment that is expressed indirectly. 

people who comment i.e. publish their own opinion or react to other 

commenters (Anne Molen, 2018). 

B. Previously Related Studies 

In this section, there are some previous researches similar with this 

research. This research use by the researcher to support and increase the 

researcher knowledge to finish this research.  

“The Use Abbreviation in Communication Through Instagram‟s Comment 

Section”, by Angga Syahputra (2020). This research explains the various types of 

abbreviations, how to use abbreviations and how often they are used, and the 

reasons for using abbreviated words. This researcher focuses research on the 

Instagram comment column on every piece of information. This research was 

conducted by using a qualitative method, and to some extent, simple formula was 

used to find out the frequencies of the occurrences of abbreviation. This research 

used some theories for the theoretical framework. To analyze the explanation of 

abbreviations using several theories from; Borisov, (1972), Mangrum and 

Strichard (2012), Vooslo (2009). The result of the study is Instagram users use all 

kinds of abbreviations but Instagram users use acronyms more and Intagram users 

are well familiar with the use of abbreviations in their daily posts and comments. 

“Abbreviations Use in Social Media Facebook and Instagram”, by Ade 

Trike Wahyuni (2017). This research explained and discussed about abbreviations 

that used in facebook and instagram. The objectives of this study are to find the 

meaning of abbreviations in facebook and instagram. The findings of the research 
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reveal that there are 142 status, caption, comment, message, and meme which 

consist of 992 abbreviations and contraction is a higher type that common to 

found in facebook and instagram (58.8%), clipping word (23.6%), inisialism 

(4.2%), blends (2.4%), and acronym (0.4%). This research using several theories 

from; Weakly and Schendl theory, (2001), Krisdalaksana, (1989:159). Retno Eko 

Wulandari, (2013). The result of the study show The dominant types of 

abbreviations in 142 status of facebook and instagram are contraction with 

amount 583, caption, comment, message, and meme consist of 892 abbreviations. 

The second is clipping word with amount 253, caption, comment, message, and 

meme consist of 892 abbreviations. The third is inisialism with amount 42, 

caption, comment, message, and meme consist of 892 abbreviations. The fourth is 

blends that found amount 28, caption, comment, message, and meme consist of 

892 abbreviations. And acronymwith amount 4. 

The difference between this study and the research conducted by 

researchers is the difference between contractions and abbreviations. The 

difference in the place of research conducted on researchers is TikTok social 

media, while previous researchers used Instagram and Facebook social media. 

Previous researchers used status and posts as well as comments in these posts that 

became the object of the researcher. This study focuses on the comment text 

contained in several video posts.  

C. Conceptual Framework 

Social Media TikTok is a media that is very trending nowadays, even all 

ages, both children, teenagers, adults, and even parents use TikTok as a daily 
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activity. Social Media TikTok is also a means to socialize online. There are 

technical terms used in communication. The comment field is a feature that can be 

used to connect with other users and even entire countries. People often use 

contractions in their online communication. This study uses a qualitative research 

study that analyzes the contractions used by TikTok users on social media. This 

research is focused on analyzing contractions used in TikTok social media. In this 

study, contraction is defined as a process of shortening words and also writing that 

is easy and fast. This process is often used in Text to reduce writing time. 

According to Weakly and Schendl's theory that abbreviations include acronyms, 

word clippings, initialisms, blends and abbreviations.  

This analysis will go through three stages; analyze the type, find out what 

it means and look for the meaning. How often they used contractions, what type 

of contact they used, and the function of the contractions were analyzed based on 

usage by TikTok social media users. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



16 
 

 
 

The following table reflects the stages of analyzing the data. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2.1 Conceptual Framework 

Contraction of TikTok 

Texts 

Kinds of Contraction 

Abbreviation=> 

Abbreviation is about of 

phrases which modified 

into abbreviation with 

the motive to ease the 

conversation. Example; 

FYI, FYP, OMG, LOL, 

etc. 

Initialsm=> Initialism is 

usually written in capital 

letters. Example; Dr., Mr., 

Ms., USA, He‟s, POLRI, 

TNI, FBI, etc. 

Shortening=> shortening a 

word that is too long becomes 

short.  

Acronym=> cronyms are 

shortenings, constructed from 

the preliminary letters in a 

word or name. Example; 

CMIIW, SUMUT, UMSU, 

PERPUS, LOL,etc. 

Manner of Contraction 

Expression 

Writing/Typing 

Comment text / Comment 

Section 

The way use of 

contraction is 

pronunciation and 

writing, in the comment 

section through speech 

and typed as a means of 

online communication. 

Reason of Contraction 

The reason of the use 

contration is to easily 

for writing/typing in 

comment texts, and 

facilitate online 

communication 

wherever you are. 

Findigs 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF RESEARCH 

A. Research Desaign  

This section is the research design that is research plans and procedures 

that cover broad research assumptions to detailed data collection and analysis 

methods. According to (Creswell, 2007) qualitative research is a written final 

report and is involved in the form of an investigation, this method focuses on the 

meaning of the individual and the importance of giving the complexity of the 

situation. (Creswell,2007) provides several ways of designing qualitative research 

and tells the role of the researcher in it. Data collection procedures in qualitative 

research have been divided into four basic types, namely qualitative observations, 

qualitative interviews, qualitative documents, and qualitative audio and visual 

materials. Qualitative research is an approach to explore and understand the 

meaning given by individuals and groups to a social problem. The data collected 

is in the form of questions and procedures that appear as the data collected, 

namely data analysis, participant settings, and researcher make opinions or 

theoretical views of the data created. 

From the concept above, this research might be carried out using a 

qualitative descriptive design to describe contractions and their types, particularly 

contractions in TikTok remark textual content. This look at will analyze the usage 

of report analysis with qualitative descriptive method, that is a research approach 

that seeks to describe and interpret items in accordance with truth. The descriptive 

method became implemented due to the fact the facts analysis was offered 
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descriptively. 

B. Source of Data 

Source of data in this research TikTok comment texts. The data were from 10 

TikTok user in the comment section of Justin Bieber, Sam Smith, Rich Brian, 

Anna Jobling, Asad Motawh, Jacob Rott, Obama, Jane, Jessie, and Faozia, 

official account.  

This research has two source of data. There are primary source and secondary 

source. 

1. Primary source 

There were  some data to be analyzed in this study, the data from comments by 

TikTok users on Justin Bieber, Sam Smith, Rich Brian, Anna Jobling, Asad 

Motawh, Jacob Rott, Obama, Jane, Jessie, Faozia, official account posts. 

Researcher will collect 10 tiktok‟s comments about contraction in Justin Bieber, 

Sam Smith, Rich Brian, Anna Jobling, Asad Motawh, Jacob Rott, Obama, Jane, 

Jessie, and Faozia Tiktoks official account.  

2. Secondary source 

There are several members of the author's follow-up list who frequently use 

contraction as a secondary source of this research. Researcher will the give 

interview method to collect data or information about the reasons why they use 

contractions in commenting on a post TikTok. 

C. The Technique for Collecting Data 

The data were collected by using the following procedures; 

1. Researcher reading contractions the comment section 
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2. Researcher identifying the contractions that writers found. 

3. Researcher classifying the contractions that used in the comment 

section in TikTok. 

4. Giving the questionnaires to the respondent to find out the reasons why 

they used the contraction in TikTok comment section. 

5. Researcher finding the dominant types of contraction that used in the 

TikTok comment section by using the following formula. 

D. The Technique for Analyzing Data 

1. Data Reduction 

According to Huberman and Miles (1994) data reduction is the potential of 

the data universe to be reduced in a responsive way. as the researcher 

chose the conceptual framework, research questions, cases, and 

instruments selection. According to Miles (1994:10), Reduction data that 

is refers back to the technique of choosing, focusing, simplifying, 

abstracting, and converting facts in subject notes or written transcripts. on 

this study, the information will be written within the interplay script 

among TikTok‟s user  inside the comments column of  Justin Bieber, Sam 

Smith, Rich Brian, Anna Jobling, Asad Motawh, Jacob Rott, Obama, Jane, 

Jessie, and Faozia Official account.  at a certain time and topic as captured 

and recorded by the researcher. based totally on Miles' principle, in this 

step the researcher first analyzes the data by way of studying the 

interaction flow, marking all abbreviations that appear for the duration of 

the interplay, and tabulating the statistics assets. 
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2. Data Display 

The second step is data display. In this step, the contractions and their 

classifications are presented in the data that contains: 

1. The investigate and analyze TikTok user in comment section; 

2. The types of contractions used by TikTok users in the displayed and 

analyzed data collected by the researcher; and  

3. The reason of why people use contractions in TikTok communication. 

 

3. Conclusion Drawing 

The next step is drawing conclusion, as stated by Miles (1994:11), final 

end won't seem till information collection is over, depending on the 

dimensions of the corpus of subject notes; coding garage and retrieval 

techniques of the investment organization, but they often have been 

prefigured from the beginning even if a researcher claims to were 

proceeding inductively. in this step the researcher concludes the end result 

of the research based totally at the research problem. 
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CHAPTER IV 

DATA, DATA ANALYSIS, AND FINDINGS 

A. Data  

In this data, the data sources in this study are words, phrases, and 

sentences used by TikTok users in the comments column and answers to 

questionnaires obtained from respondents. The contractions used by 

TikTok users are recorded by getting some screenshots containing the 

contractions and highlighted. Thus, the answers to the questionnaire were 

tabulated in a table. The data can be seen in the attachment. 

B. Data Analysis 

In this section, the researcher analyzes data from three aspects to obtain 

findings on the problems of this research study. The first is to find out the 

type of Contraction that TikTok users use in the section comments. Then 

the second is how contraction are used, and the third is why they are used 

as they are. 

After collecting data, the results are classified based on the type of 

contraction used in later communication, how TikTok users use 

contractions in the TikTok section comments. 
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Table 4.1 Types of Contraction 

No Types of Contraction Frequency Precentage 

    

1 Abbreviation 3 11.1% 

2 Initialsm 1 3.7% 

3 Shortening  21 77.7% 

4 Acronym 2 7.4% 

Total  27 100% 

 

It is found that the types of contractions and their propositions are 

displayed in table 4.1. From the table data above, The total frequency of 

contraction in TikTok comments section was analysed were 27. Of the 27 

contraction frequencies, they are divided into 4 types of contractions, of 

which 10 TikTok account users use abbreviation as many as 3 frequencies 

with a percentage of 11.1%. Using initialsm type as much as 1 frequency 

with a percentage of 3.7%. Using shortening types as many as 21 

frequencies with a percentage of 77.7%. Using the type of acronym as 

much as 2 frequencies with a percentage of 7.4%. The total percentage is 

100%, where TikTok users mostly use shortening with the highest 

percentage being 77.7% and initialsm the least used percentage is 3.7%. 
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it can be seen that the contraction abbreviation type user has three 

words used by TikTok account users who comment on the following four 

video posts, the initialsm user has one word used by TikTok account user 

who comment on the following one video posts, the shortening user has 

twenty one words used by TikTok account user who comment on the 

following twenty two video posts, and the last is acronym user has two 

word used by TikTok account user who comment on the following two 

video posts. There are the contraction types used by TikTok account users 

who commented on twenty-nine video posts; 

a. The words of abbreviation from the official accounts of Sam Smith, 

Jacob Rott, and Jessie; 

 

That is word of contraction is “ily”, where the abbreviation is “I love you” 

 

That is word of contraction is “omg” where abbreviation is “oh my god”.
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That is word of contraction “lysm” where the meaning is “love you so 

much” and that is type of abbreviation. 

b. The word of initialsm from the official account of Justin Bieber

 

That is word of contraction is “JB” where the word is a type of initialism 

c. The words of shortening from the official account of Justin Bieber, Sam 

Smith, Rich Brian, Anna Jobling, Asad Motawh, Jacob Rott, Obama, 

Jane, Jessie, and Faozia 

 

That is word of contraction is “I‟ve” and the kind of the word is 

shortening. “I‟ve” shortening from “I have”,  

 

That is word of contraction is “tho” and “I‟m”, where the meaning is 

“though” and “ I am”. The “tho” is word a type shortening and the “I‟m” is 

word a type of shortening. 
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That is word of contraction is “they‟re” where the meaning is “they are”. 

 

That is word of contraction is “didn‟t” where the meaning is “did not”. 

 

That is word of contraction  “u” and “ur”, where the meaning of “u”  is 

“you”, and the meaning of “ur” is “you are”. There are type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “Hasn‟t” where the meaning is “has not” and 

that is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “was‟nt” where the meaning is “was not” and 

that is type of shortening. 
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That is word of contraction “ that‟s” where the meaning is “that is” and 

that is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “it‟s” where the meaning is “it is” and that is 

type of shortening 

 

That is word of contraction “ eng subs” where the meaning is “English 

substitle” and that is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “gf” where the meaning is “girl friend” and 

that is type of shortening. 
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That is word of contraction “plz” where the meaning is “please” and that is 

type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “we‟re” where the meaning is “were are” and 

that is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “y‟all” where the meaning “you all” and that is 

type of shortening. 

 

 That is word of contraction “where‟s” where the meaning is “where is” 

and that is type of shortening. 
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That is word of contraction “would‟ve” where the meaning is “would 

have” and the is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “won‟t” where the meaning is “will not” and 

that is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “I‟d” where the meaning is “I would” and that 

is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “UR” where the meaning is “you are” and that 

is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “fav” where the meaning is “favourite” and 

that is type of shortening. 
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That is word of contraction “didn‟t” where the meaning is “did not” and 

that is type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “u” where the meaning is “you” and that is 

type of shortening. 

 

That is word of contraction “I‟ve” where the meaning is “ I have‟ and that 

is type of shortening. 

d. The words of acronym from the official account of Justin Bieber, 

Ashad Motawh, Jacob Rott, and Jane.  

 

That is word of contraction “LoL” where the meaning is “ laugh out load” 

and that is type of acronym. 
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That is word of contraction “LMAO” where the meaning is “Laughing my 

ass off” and that is type of acronym. 

 

That is word of contraction “LOL” where the meaning is “Laugh of Load” 

and that is type of acronym. 

 

That is word of contraction “LMAO” where the meaning is “Laughing my 

ass off” and that is type of acronym. 

Table 4.2 The use of contraction 

No Original Form Contextual Meaning 

   

1 I have The use of the present perfect tense 

which means that you have done this. 

2 Though  Used as a conjunction or connecting 

sentences made 
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3 Laugh of Load used as a response to something funny 

or as a follow-up to something said 

only as a joke 

4 I am the combination of subject pronoun 

and a verb 

5 Justin bieber Used as an initial for someone they 

know very well (to make it easier to 

name the person and make it more 

attractive). 

6 They are the combination of subject pronoun 

and a verb 

7 Did not The combination of verb and negative 

sentences 

8 I Love You As an expression of affection (to show 

appreciation a loved one) 

9 Oh My God Used as an expression (to see 

something extraordinary or to be 

surprised) 

10 You (pronoun) the second person singular 

or plural 
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11 Has not The combination of verb and negative 

sentences 

12 Was not The combination of auxiliary verb and 

negative sentences 

13 That is The singular noun 

14 It is the combination of subject pronoun 

and a verb 

15 English Substitle A second language as a substitute for 

the regional origin language used in 

every media or application. 

16 Girl Firend As a designation used for 

communication or A female 

companion or friend with whom one 

has a romantic relationship. 

17 Please  Used as a polite word (expression of 

polite expressions to people). 

18 Were are the combination of subject pronoun 

and a verb 

19 You all the combination of object and a verb 
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20 Love you so much as an expression of affection. (It is 

typically used to show appreciation of 

an act of kindness by a loved one.) 

21 Laughing my ass 

off 

used in response to something very 

funny or as a follow-up to something 

that was said to be very funny 

22 Where is one of 5W 1H, which means 'where', 

which asks the place where something 

happens. 

23 Would have The combination of subject and modal 

verb  

24 Will not The combination of verb and modal 

auxiliary in negative sentences 

25 I would The combination of subject and modal 

auxiliary in past tense sentences 

26 You are the combination of subject pronoun 

and a verb 

27 Favorite It is an adjective that is used as an 

expression intended for something. 



34 
 

 
 

Total  27  

 

From the table data above, shows that the context in which contractions 

are used varies not only in one type of contraction but in four types. Where all 

types of contractions are used by TikTok users, but TikTok users use more types 

of shortening. Contextual meaning provides an explanation of what is meant by 

the original form. From the table data, the use of abbreviation used by TikTok 

users leads to words that are often used by all social media account users when 

communicating online such as omg, Ily and others. Abbreviations are short forms 

of existing words designed to save time and take up less space in situations where 

there is not enough space to write the entire word. According to (Vishnyakova et 

al., 2019). the use of abbreviations is a new word that is made briefly, to reduce 

some words to abbreviated new words that are practical or efficient in 

communicating. In type of shortening According to Fowler and Housum (1987) 

found some evidence that readers or listeners do not mind shortening some words 

into shortening words and help show readers or listeners that shortening words 

refer to the information that has been presented. Shortening is very much used by 

TikTok users as a shortening word that is efficient and effective in communicating 

so as to create new words.  

An acronym is composed of the initial letters or parts of a compound term. 

It is usually read or spoken as a single word, rather than letter by letter such as, 

LOL “laugh of load”. TikTok users use the word LOL a lot, and LMAO which is 
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intended as a joke and very funny expression or can be called action, considers 

something funny, LOL and LMAO there are there are types of acronym . 

according to Professor Ralph Slovenko (1986) initialsm and acronyms are an 

increasing number of words that continue to proliferate. The most common use of 

acronyms or initials such as abbreviated government names, shortened names of 

famous people, spikes in language initialsm, acronyms, shortening and 

abbreviation have created words or dictionaries- new dictionary. 

Second, to find out the realization of contraction used by TikTok users. 

Thus the researcher used a questionnaire to collect data from the respondents. The 

questions are designed to trigger respondents to give their feedback quality about 

how they realize that they use contractions in their communication on TikTok. 

Table 4.3 The Percentage for Reasons of Using Contraction 

No Reasons of Using Contraction Graduating students 

   

1 More shorten words 40% 

2 Make it easier to comment 20% 

3 Good 30% 

4 Dizzy 10% 

Total  100% 

 

 From the table data above, It can be seen that the reason for TikTok users 

is seen from the percentage. There are 40% reasons for shortening words, 20% 

reasons to simplify comments, 30% good or good reasons, and 10% reasons for 
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being dizzy or not knowing. From the total of all percentages there are 100% of 

the total of ten respondents using contractions there are 100%. 

 To find out the realization of contraction used by TikTok users. Thus the 

researcher used a questionnaire to collect data from the respondents. The 

questions are designed to trigger respondents to give their feedback quality about 

how they realize that they use contractions in their communication on TikTok. 

List of question; 

1. Apakah anda sering menggunakan kata singkatan (Contraction) di kolom 

komen TikTok? 

(Do you often use Contraction in the TikTok comments column?) 

2. Seberapa banyak hal yang anda ketahui tentang contraction? 

(How much do you know about contractions?) 

3. Contraction apa yang anda gunakan dalam menulis komentar? 

(What contractions do you use to write comments?) 

4. Tuliskan kata contraction yang sering anda gunakan ketika berkomentar 

dalam suatu postingan TikTok! 

(Write down the word contraction that you often use when commenting on 

a TikTok post!) 

5. Berikan pendapat anda tentang penggunaan contraction di kolom komentar 

TikTok 

(Give your opinion about the use of contraction in the TikTok comments 

column) 
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Table 4.3 The Reasons of Using Abbreviations 

No. Respondents The reasons of using contractions in 

TikTok Comments Section 

1. 1 Sejauh ini baik 

2. 2 Mempercepat dalam mengetik suatu 

postingan di kolom komentar 

3. 3 Mempersingkat penulisan kata, dan 

menambah kosa kata singkatan. Baik 

dalam bahasa inggris dan bahasa 

indonesia 

4. 4 mempermudah dalam berkomentar 

5. 5 Lebih mempersingkat 

6. 6 menurut mya penggunaan 

contraction di kolom komentar 

tiktok terkadang membuat pusing 

dikarenakan banyak kata bahasa 

inggris belum banyak yg di ketahui 

ketika di singkat 

7. 7 Bagus 

8. 8 Bagus 

9. 9 mempermudah dalam mengetik 

10. 10 Lebih mempersingkat waktu dalam 
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percakapan 

 

It can also be seen the reasons from all respondents and the reasons that 

almost all respondents feel are speeding up typing a post in the comments column, 

shortening word writing, and making typing easier. From the results of 

respondents' answers, it can be seen that TikTok users use contractions in the 

comments column and they do not know what contractions are and what types 

they are. 

Table 4.4 The Responses for Questionaire about Contraction Use 

No. Respondents Use Contraction in The Comments Section 

Types Form 

1. 1 Shortening I‟m, Where‟d 

2. 2 Shortening I‟m, We‟re, You‟re 

3. 3 Shortening I‟ve 

4. 4 Shortening and 

Acronym 

You‟re, U, LOL 

5. 5 Acronym LOL, LMAO 

6. 6 Shortening and 

Acronym 

U, I‟m, LOL 
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7. 7 Shortening I‟ve 

8. 8 Shortening I‟ve 

9. 9 Shortening It‟s, That‟s 

10. 10 Shortening I‟m, Who‟s 

 

From the respondent data above there are 10 respondents who use the 

types of contractions. Of the ten respondents, they mostly use shortening such as 

I'm and I've, but there are 3 respondents who use acronyms, namely LOL and 

LMAO. Of all the respondents they do not know what type of contraction they use 

when typing in the comments section, some of the respondents are only a few 

respondents who often comment in the comments section of a post. Of all the 

respondents, none of them knew much about contraction, but they used it to 

comment in the comments section of a post. 

C. Research Findings 

From the table data above, it can be seen that TikTok users use all types of 

contractions but only one type of contraction is the most frequently used and is 

very accustomed to being used in online communication in the form of comments. 

The findings of this study answer the formulation of the problems in the research. 

There are four types of contractions used, namely abbreviation, shortening, 

initialsm, and acronym. 
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The use of contraction is used many things in comments section, from to 

some experts contraction used a abbreviation, initialsm, shortening and acronym. 

all types of contractions are used and give birth to new words or new dictionaries. 

All words are used with reference to or with a purpose according to the context in 

question, such as funny video posts, they use acronyms as an abbreviation for this. 

The reasons of the use types of contraction is Shorten the writing of words, 

and increase the vocabulary of abbreviations. Both in English and Indonesian, he 

use of contraction in the tiktok comment column sometimes makes me dizzy 

because many English words don't know much when they are shortened, and 

make it easier to comment. 

From Justin Biber's official account taken from three videos and from the 

analysis of Justin Biber's followers comments the type of contraction used is 

shortening and initialsm. From Sam Smith's official account, taken from four 

video comments from Sam Smith's followers, many use contraction types, namely 

shortening and abbreviation. From Rich Brian's official account, taken from four 

videos and from analysis of comments from Rich Brian's followers, the type of 

contraction used is shortening. From Anna Jobling's official account taken from 

two videos and from the analysis of Anna Jobling's followers' comments, the type 

of contraction used is shortening. 

From the official account of Ashad Motawh which was taken from three 

videos and from the analysis of the comments of Ashad Motawh's followers, the 

types of contraction used were shortening and acronyms. From Jacob Rott's 
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official account taken from four videos and from the analysis of comments from 

Jacob Rott's followers the types of contractions used are shortening, abbreviation, 

and acronyms. From Obama's official account taken from two videos and from the 

analysis of comments from Obama's followers, the type of contraction used is 

shortening. From Jane's official account, which was taken from two videos and 

from the analysis of Jane's followers' comments, the type of contraction used was 

acronym and shortening. From Jessie's official account taken from three videos 

and from the analysis of Jessie's followers comments, the type of contraction used 

is abbreviation and shortening. From Faozia's official account taken from three 

videos and from analysis of comments from Faozia's followers, the type of 

contraction used is shortening. 

The frequency of use of the contraction type used by TikTok users with 

the highest percentage of comments is Shortening (77.7%). The second highest 

percentage is Abbreviation of (11,1%). The third percentage is the acronym 

(7.4%). The fourth percentage is initialsm (3.7%). 

From the table data above, It can be seen that the reason for TikTok users 

is seen from the percentage. There are 40% reasons for shortening words, 20% 

reasons to simplify comments, 30% good or good reasons, and 10% reasons for 

being dizzy or not knowing. From the total of all percentages there are 100% of 

the total of ten respondents using contractions there are 100% 
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D. Discussion 

Concerning about this research findings, there were some points to discuss 

clearly. In social media TikTok, TikTok users comment in the comments column 

with four types of contractions used by TikTok users, namely, abbreviation, 

shortening, initialsm, and acronym. From all TikTok accounts, 10 official TikTok 

accounts were taken as data analysis, of which 10 official accounts were 

influencers and singers. 

The total frequency of contraction in TikTok comments section was 

analysed were 27. Of the 27 contraction frequencies, they are divided into 4 types 

of contractions, of which 10 TikTok account users use abbreviation as many as 3 

frequencies with a percentage of 11.1%. Using initialsm type as much as 1 

frequency with a percentage of 3.7%. Using shortening types as many as 21 

frequencies with a percentage of 77.7%. Using the type of acronym as much as 2 

frequencies with a percentage of 7.4%. The total percentage is 100%, where 

TikTok users mostly use shortening with the highest percentage being 77.7% and 

initialsm the least used percentage is 3.7%. 

The total frequency of Reasons of Using Contraction in Commenting Post 

in TikTok. The reasons of More shorten words with a percentage of 40%. Make it 

easier to comment with a percentage of 20%. Good with a percentage of 30%, and 

the reason Dizzy with a percentage of 10%. 

This research finding was relate with the first reated research was finished 

by Angga Syahputra (2020), the research title is ““The Use Abbreviation in 
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Communication Through Instagram‟s Comment Section”, this research result 

some significanly findings of abbreviation by Borisov (2007), Mangrum and 

Strichard (2012), Vooslo (2009). There were initialsm, blends, clipping word, 

acronym, and contraction. The difference case of Angga‟s research with the writer 

research was located at use of shortening in comment section of TikTok. 

Referring to the second research finding that was done by Ade Trike 

Wahyuni (2017). the research title is ““Abbreviations Use in Social Media 

Facebook and Instagram”, This research using several theories from; Weakly and 

Schendl theory, (2001), Krisdalaksana, (1989:159). Retno Eko Wulandari, (2013). 

There were abbreviations and contraction is a higher type that common to found 

in facebook and instagram (58,8%), clipping word (23,6%), inisialism (4,2%), 

blends (2,4%), and acronym (0,4%). The difference case of Ade Trike Wahyuni‟s 

research is social media between facebook, instagram, and TikTok.  

From all of the researchers, it can be concluded that this research is not 

fully in accordance with the theory that has been used by the researcher. 

Therefore, this study also has differences with the results of other studies that 

have been mentioned in the statement above. 
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BAB V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

After analyzing the data of using contraction in commenting posts in 

TikTok by the users, the conclusions are drawn as the followings; 

(1.) Contraction have four types there are, abbreviation, initialsm, 

shortening and acronym. Contraction use for comment posts in 

TikTok. TikTok users use many types of shortening, they comment in 

the comments column without realizing what type they are using, and 

of all TikTok users they don't know much about contractions. 

(2.) The use of contraction each word has a contextual meaning that is used 

according to the intended context. The abbreviation, initialsm and 

acronym types create new types of words with very high spikes.  

(3.) The reasons of the use contraction in comment section More shorten 

words and the total frequency of Reasons of Using Contraction in 

Commenting Post in TikTok. The reasons of More shorten words with 

a percentage of 40%. Make it easier to comment with a percentage of 

20%. Good with a percentage of 30%, and the reason Dizzy with a 

percentage of 10%. 

B. Suggestion 

In line with the conclusion suggestion of staged as the following; 
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(1.)  For English language learners, this research is recommended to find 

out more about what contractions are, their uses, and how they are 

used. 

(2.)  For TikTok users, this research is recommended to be used more often 

and to know consciously what contractions are used and as a new 

language in the world of social media or online. And it is 

recommended to use contraction wisely in the context of interaction so 

that there are no misunderstandings between users during 

communication 

(3.)  For readers, this research is recommended to better understand the 

various types of contractions to make it easier to communicate online. 
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